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WE mentioned not long since that the | 
young Emperor of China was displaying 
the quality proverbially attributed to 
new brooms, and had thrown himself 





energetically into the work of reform- 
ing the administration of his empire. 
In ascribing this action to the young 
Emperor personally, we only follow 
custom, and as the sovereign, especially 
in China, has to bear the blame of 
wrongful acts committed in his name, 
or calamities happening under his rale, 


| it is only fair that he should have the 


credit of the good work which the 
official journal tells us the central 
government is undertaking, It is 
evident that H.M. Kuang Hsii is over- 
hanling every department, and if he is as 
willing to accept suggestions as to im- 
provementsas he seems to be to condemn 
shortcomings in his administrators of 
all ranks, his reign will be a notable 
one in the annals of China, and there 
will be little fear of the sinister pro- 
gnostications that we have sometimes 
heard lately, as to the insecurity of the 
dynasty, being realised. It is satisfac- 
tory to know meanwhile, as we do on 
excellent authority, that there is no 
truth whatever in the anonymous stories 
that have been circulated as to dissen- 
sions between the highest occupants of 
the palace. 

In the extracts from the Peking 
Gazette published by us this week, we 
find a number of instances of the Em- 
peror’s eagerness for reform. On the 














7th of December an Imperial Decree was | 


published ordering the sweeping away 
‘of the numerous unnecessary official 
‘boards which exist under the provincial 
governments throughout the Empire. 
‘They were originally constituted during 
the Taiping Rebellion to assist in crush- 
ing that dangerous movement, and they 
were allowed to continue to exist when 
the rebellion was over, mainly because 
they provided places for the numerous 
hungry aspirants whom the competitive 
examinations throw upon the world. 
‘These boards are as costly to the country 
as they are unnecessary, and they destroy 
the responsibility of the high officials, 
who are ouly too ready to throw upon 
them the work which it is their 
duty to undertake personally. The 
Emperor directs that they shall now 
be abolished or combined, and fixed 
stuns, in the latter case, allocated for 
their maintenance, and each provincial 
government is to report within three 
months what boards it finds it abso- 
lutely necessary to retain, and what 
is to be the monthly ‘expense of 
each, which the Board of Revenue at 
Peking is to see is not exceeded. The 
flaw in this decree is, that no provision 














is made for the officials who will be 
thrown out of work and pay if it is 
honestly carried out. 

On the 13th of December the Em- 
peror turns his attention to Peking 
itself, and sharply calls the heads of 
departments there to their duties. Some, 
he hears, are now diligent. and con- 
scientious, but others of them only 
come to their offices once in several 
months. It is no wonder then that the 
gravest abuses flourish in the capital 
itself, and his majesty desires that 
in future the presidents and vice- 
presidents of departments will attend 
regularly at their offices ; and those to 
whom it is addressed will have little 
chance of evading this decree, under 
the very eye of its imperial author, 
From the heads of departments the 
Emperor makes a descent to a lower step, 
remaining however in the capital, for, 
two days after the last, « forcible decree 
is published, dealing with the short- 
comings of the Peking police force, and 
the decree confirms all that foreigners 
have ever written as to the inefficiency 
and corruption of the Chinese police. 
Peking, says the Emperor, would 
be a model city if the police did 
its duty; it is just the opposite. 
The police is actually in league with 
the scoundrels who make the gam- 
bling and opium dens their head- 
quarters; in cases of robbery its 
enquiries are only perfunctory, and it 
rarely discovers the criminals or the 
plunder. lustructions were drawn up 
not long ago which would be efficient 
if they were obeyed, but this they have 
never been, ‘The Emperor has now 
taken the matter up himself, and, he 
says, “should there be any recurrence, 
after this warning, of the lax habits of 
duty, and connivance with crime, hither- 
to practised by the police, we shall 
certainly punish without mercy Loth the 
commanding officers and their subor- 
dinates.” In a subsequent decree pub- 
lished on the same day the Emperor 
states that he notices that similar laxity 
and corruption prevail in the provinces, 
which is largely explained by the fact that 
the criminal ranks are recruited from 
discharged soldiers, who are generally 
in league with yamén runners and other 
official underlings. It does not appear 
that the Emperor of China, at any rate, 
is subject to the disability that is said 
to handicap sovereigns generally, the 
difficulty of finding out the truth about 
their possessions. Great crimes are ex- 
tenuated, he goes on to say, and often the 
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vietim of a robbery is punished for 
reporting it, while the robber, no doubt, 
goes free. The Viceroys and Governors 
are to change all this, and the generals 
are to see that discharged soldiers are 
sent safely back to their homes, that 
they may not drift into the criminal 
ranks, ‘That the Emperor is determined 
to reduce expenses we also learn in- 
cidentally. Several of the high officials 
who have been moved lately to other 
posts, have asked to be allowed to take 
their bodyguards with them, on various 
ples expecting, no doubt, to receive a 
formal permission at once; in every 
ease the permission has been peremp- 
torily refused. 

The Decrees which we have now 
commented on are all published within 
ten days, and. they are interspersed 
with the fullest provisions on the Em- 

eror's part for the relief of the sufferers 
yy floods in various parts of the empire ; 
which we mention as shewing that the 
imperial energies are not being confined 
to the promulgation of administrative 
reforms. It is too much to hope that 
these decrees will attain their aim at 
once; but they shew the officials, from the 
viceroys down, that the imperial eye is on 
them, and that Peking knows and marks 
when they are neglecting their duties ; 
and in the capital at any rate it is recog- 
nised that they are not a mere Jrutum 
fulmen, for we are told that all the 
gambling and opium dens were closed 
the day after the condemnation of the 
Peking police was published. It is a 
great thing for the country that it 
shonld be generally known that the 
Emperor is concerning himself with the 
removal of abuses, and it is well that 
no attempt is made to conceal the 
abuses he denounces. There is much 


to be done before those abuses are 
removed, but the knowledge of the 
Emperor's activity will be an encourage- 
ment to the conscientious officials 
throughout the empire, and a warning 
to those who are neglecting their duties. 


Stummary of Hews. 





‘The French mail of 30th November arrived 
here on the 6th inst., by the M.M. Co.'s 
str. Calédonien, 

A mail leaves to-morrow morning for 
Europe, by the P. & 0. Co.'s str. Oriental. 
a a ee 

DEATH OF THE EMPRESS 
DOWAGER AUGUSTA. 

Phe following telegram was received 
on Wednesday morning — 

Berlin, 7th January, 1890, 7.36 p.m. 
To the German Consulate-General, 

Shanghai. 

Thre Majestit die Koaiserin und 
Kénigin Wittwe Augusta ist heute 
Nachmittag vier ein halb Uhr sanft 
verschieden. 





Graf Bismarck, 
(Her Majesty the Empress and Queen 
Dowager Augusta departed this life 
quietly this afternoon at half-past four. 
Count Bismaxck.) 
{Her Majesty the Queen-Empress Dowager 
Augusta was the daughter of the late 
Grand-Duke Karl Friedrich of Saxe. 





Weimar. She was born on the 30th of 
September, 1811, and married on the 11th 
of June, 1829, "to the then Prince of 
Prussia, subsequently Emper 
William I, and became a wi 
of March, 1888. Her kindness of heart 
and charitable disposition made her much 
loved by the people of Berlin, and she will 
be deeply regretted.—Ep.] 





LATEST INTELLIGENCE. 
[py EASTERN EXTENSION 4. AND C. TEL. CO.) 
(THROUGH RECTER'S AGENCY.) 


THE EPIDEMIC IS IMPARTIAL. 
London, 3rd January. 

Lord Salisbury is suffering from in- 
fluenza. 

‘THE EPIDEMIC AT PARIS. 

‘The Paris death-rate is increasing. 

AN IRRETRIEVABLE LOSS. 

The Belgian Palace at Laeken has 
been totally destroyed by fire, with all 
the priceless pictures and the library. 

HOPES OF DR. PETERS. 

There are persistent reports that Dr. 
Peters is alive. 

PORTUGAL IS FIRM. 

The King of Portugal, in his speech 
at the openg of the Chambers, said 
that Portugal was endeavouring to con- 
vince Great Britain of Portugal's rights 
to the Zambesi, and persists in this 
attitude, aud hopes speedily to restore 
accord. 

THE PROGRESS OF THE EPIDEMIC. 
London, 6th January. 

Influenza is spreading in England ; 
fifty thousand persons are suffering in 
Birmingham. ‘The goods traffic on 
the Holland railways is restricted, and 
the epidemic is prevalent at New York. 

)D NEWS OF THE PREMIER. 

Lord Salisbury is progressing favour- 
ably. 
JNO? TO BE TRIFLED WITH. 

London, 6th January. 

The Times publishes a statement that 
Lord Salisbury has presented a note to 
Portugal, which threatens a rupture of 
diplomatic relations, and even more, 
unless Portugal gives prompt satisfnc- 
tion for the action of Major Pinto. 

DON'T DO IT AGAIN,— 
London, Sth January. 

Lord Salisbury’s note to Portugal is 
not threatening, but asks that peremp- 
tory orders shail be given to Portuguese 
officials, that there shall be no renewal 
of Major Pinto’s act. 

OR YOU SHALL SEE. 

Nine British war vessels have assem- 

bled at Zanzibar. 








THE INFLUENZA EPIDEMIC. 
London, 20th December, 
The epidemic is seriously interfering with 
both public and ‘private business on the 
Continent, and has now spread to America. 
‘THE EMPEROR OF GERMANY. 
London, 2ist December, 
The Emperor has been contined to his 
bed for two days with a feverish cold, but 
is better. 
THE DISCONTENT IN BRAZIL. 
London, 23rd December. 
Reports from Rio de Janeiro state that 
there are growing signs of discontent in the 
Rio provinces, and there has been a slight 
mutiny of the soldiers.—Singapore Papers. 
ANOTHER ELECTION INVALIDATED. 
Paris, 20th December. 
‘The Chamber of Deputies has voted the 
invalidation of the election of BMI. Laur, 
Boulangist Deputy. 








GENERAL BOULANGER. 

General Boulanger has published a mani- 
festo in which he declares a protest against 
the validation of the election of M. Joffrin, 

DIFFERENTIAL TARIFFS IN FRANCE. 
Paris, 21st December. 

The Chamber of Deputies has passed the 

Bill relative to the abolition of differential 





Paris, 22nd December. 
‘The Italian Press universally expresses 
satisfaction with the vote of the Chamber 
abolishing differential dues,-—Havas, 
THE INFLUENZA, 
Madrid, 23rd December. 
_ Forty thousand persons are suffering from 
influenza here. The epidemic is mild. 
‘THE SPANISH PARLIAMENT, 
28rd December, 
The Psrliament has closed for Christmas, 
reassembling on the 10th January. It is 
believed that the Cabinet will resign in the 
interim, 








ORBAT FIRE AT PESTH. 

A great fre has destroyed the German Thea- 

tre at Pesth, and caused a great loss of life. 
NOT LIKELY, 

Complications have arisen between Eng- 
land and Portugal over African questio 
It is hoped that a war will not ensue.-- 
Comercio. 





——- 
READINGS FoR THE Week, 
(Thermometers in the open air in a shaded 
situation in the English Settlement.) 
















Fahr. Thermometer. Rainfall 
Min, Max. in inches, 
Jan, 3 99.0... 
” 4 
» 5 
” 6 
” 7... 
» 8 sos 
” 9 oe a 
Rainfall 
in inches, 
Jan. i 


worsens 





‘The barometer keeps on rising at Shanghai 
and at the other stations of the China 
coast. ‘Till yesterday afternoon it remained 
steady at Manila and over Japan, but pro- 
bably it will begin to 
Winds, from N.E. or N., were moderate 
along the coast. ‘The same winds are pro- 
bable, with cold weather.—January 4th : 
‘Tho barometer has remained high at Shang- 
hai, but will probably fall slowly. It was 
atill rising yesterday at the other stations 
of the coast, with fresh breeze from N.E. 
prevailing in the south and from N. or 
.W. in the north. ‘The barometer was 
steady at Manila and Nagasaki, the latter 
station being between the high pressure of 
China and the low pressure uf Tokio, where 
the barometer read 29.646 at 10am. Fine 
weather is likely to continue, with the same 
but not so strong as yesterday.—On 
Sunday it read as follows: “The barometer 
has remained steady and high at all the 
stations of the China coast ; it was rising at 
Manila and Tokio, Winds from N.W. to 
N.E. generally prevailing, moderate along 
theChina coast and strony at Nagasaki, Fine 
weather probable here.—On Monday the 
report was : Yesterday the barometer was 
high and steady at the southern stations, 
quickly rising over Japan but slowly falling 
at Shanghai. The fall will probably be 
more rapid. Light winds from N.E. were 
still generally prevailing. Fino weather 
is still probable here.—On Tuesday it 
read as follows: Since yesterday mornin, 
the barometer has fallen very much (0.2) 
at Shanghai; a similar fall commenced 
yesterday afternoon on the other stations 
of the coast. The area of high pressure, 
the centro of which passed to the north of 
Shanghai, is going to the S.E. The 





ie there to-day, 
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weather will be warmer, but more uncer- 
tain, However, fine weather is still pro- 
Wable. ‘The direction of winds along the 
coast is more: unsettled, but moderate 
winds from S.E. to N.E. are prevailing. — 
‘On Wednesday it read as follows: Yester- 
day there was a general fall of the barometer 


at all the stations ; along the China coast | 


lightand variablewinds prevailing, withclear 
reetlice ta: the south and overcast at Shang- 
bai. 

alittle here, but this movement is not likely 
to continue. Rain here with light winds 
slong the coast is probable.—9th January : 
Yesterday the barometer was almost steady 
at the southern stations of the coast. It 
continued falling at Manila and over 
Japan, The weather is set fair again, and 
a moderate N. or N.E. i 
able along the evast 

The Sth of Ja 1889, was the 
coldest day for many years, the minimum, 
maximum, and mean in the settlement being 
20°, 28° and 24° respectively, against 34 
46°,8, and 40°.5 respectively yesterda: 

We hear from a private souree that it 
was the prompt action of Colonel Denby, 
the U.S, Minister, which effectually blocked 
the Telegraph Convention. 

It is generally rumoured in Hongkong 
that the profits of the Hongkong aud 
Shanghai Banking Corporation for the past 
half-year amount to something between 
$1,200,000 and $1,400,000 ; which should 
be sufficient to pay a dividend of £2 a 
share, and bring the Reserve Fund up to 
$5,000,000. 

Mr. 'R. de Malherbe, Secretary of the 
French Municipal Council, inforuis us that 
the following gentlemen were elected on 
Wednesday toseats onthe Council:—Messes. 
P, Brunat, J. Cooper, Ph. Mengnivt and 
J. Morris, 

A regular communication of the District 
Grand “Lodge of Northern China, E.C., 
was held at the Masonic Hall on Tuesda 
the Tth January, 1890, when Right Woi 
shipful Bro. Joim Irvin Miller, District 
Grand Master, assisted by Right’ Worship- 
ful Bro. C. Thorne, Past District Grand 













































Master, Northern China, Right Worshipful | 


Bro. CG. H. Dallas, Past District Grand 
Master of Japan, Worshipful Bro. T. W. 
Kingsmill, Deputy District Grand Maste: 
appointed and invested his office bearers as 
follow 
Wor, Bro, F. M. Gratton... 

R. Wingrove 
3. Moutrie . 































od. W.Gande. 
oR, J. Sloan 

oy WOH. Walker. tand. Bearer 
o» BES. Laleaca A 






1g .G. Orgs 

. Sharp ... .D.A.G. Seei 
P, Wiekham...D.G. Pursui 
- C. Peace DAG. do 
Mansfield... 








do 
do 
do 
do 
.G. Tyler 
A general meeti 
Shanghai Gymnasiuin was held on Monday 
evening under the presidency of Mr. Charles 
Schlee. There was a very small attendance. 
‘The election of the committee was tirse 
roceeded with, and Mess 
‘oelkel,” Cooper, Tullock and Neuberg 
were elected, the Inst three taking the 
plices of ‘Messrs, Michael, Pardon, and 
lee. Messrs. Purdon, Callaway, Sehlee, 
K. Schmidt, Flotow and Kerekhoff were 
elected to constitute the Ballot Committee. 
‘The accounts which were adopted showed 
a satisfactory state of affairs, there being a 
balance of Tis, 250 in hand? A motion in 
favour of reducing the subscription to $5 











This morning the barometer has rizen | 











z of members of the | 


Lundt, Rohde, | 


in the case of new members under the age 
| of 20 was carried, and it was arranged that 
instruction in gymnastics should be im- 
parted to any such young members. Mr. 
‘ Cooper brought forward a suggestion that, 
{with the object of increasing interest in 
* the club, a public gymhastic display should 

be given ; and after some discussion it was 
agreed to leave the matter in the hands of 
the committee to arrange details. 

We regret to have to announce the death 
‘of Mr. J. G. Thirkell, editor and pro- 
| prietor of the Shawhai Courier, The d 

ceased came out to Shanghai to the North 
China Herald oftice in 1876, and was a Past 
Master of the Cusmopolitan Lodge of 
Freemasons. He has been gradually sink- 
| ing for gome time, Much sympathy will be 
felt throughout the community” for his 
widow and children. ‘The funeral took 
place on Tuesday afternoon, the first 
portion of the service being held at 
j the Cathedral at half-past three o'clock. 

At the Cemetery a number of people 
j were waiting, so that when the funeral 
‘eurtige met the others at the grave, there 
| were quite s large number. of people 
| present, including a good many old resid- 
| ents aud Freemasons. It was arranged in 
‘the morning that the pull bearers should 
| be selected from among the Masons, one for 

each lodge, and the representatives of the 
| Press. ‘The coffin was covered with wreaths 
| and floral crosses, and the coffin plate bore 
the name of the deceased and his age. 

| We draw our readers’ attention to the 
| Feport in another column of Mr. Stevenson's 
clever and amusing lecture on “Fools and 
| their Follies.” 

| Conanun black leaf Congous sold in 
| auction at London in the last week of 
November at 4d. a pound, 

‘The English, French and German mails 
arrived here in 1889 as follows 


| 5 English mails on Thursday, or 34 days, 
































10, wy Friday,” 4, 35 4, 
9 sy os oe Saturday, 4,36 4, 
1 4, mail ,, Sunday, ,, 87 ,, 
1 os Monday 4, 38 
26 English mails, with anaverage of 35}days. 
| 7 French mails on Saturday, or 35 days. 
|6 4 ow » Sunday, 4,36 ,, 
te oye Monday, 5, 87 4, 
[eo oy Tuesday, 5, 38 
2 ya oy Weday, 4, 39, 
14, mail ,, Thursday, ,, 40 ,, 
| 1 4, 4 Saturday, 5, 42 5, 





French mails, with an average of 364 days. 






3 German wails, on Sunday, or 33 days, 
Tie ae 1» Monday, 4 34 4 
6 » 1 33 oy 
2» . 1 36 yy 
1, mail 4, Thursday, ,, 37 ,, 


| 13 German mails, with an average of 34} 
days. 

it should be mentioned that the French 
mail which took 42 days was the Anadyr’s 
mail, which was brought on by the following 
English wail steamer Ganges, It is notice- 
able that some of the fastest outward pass- 
ages were made in the middle of winter, so 
that the old-fashioned monsoon allowance, 
which so disorganises our mail days now, 
might well be done away with. 

ILMLS. Leander cust off from her-buoy 
‘at about a quarter to one yesterday, and 
had then to wait a few minutes to allow 
the Chungking to pass up. As she was! 
leaving, her drum and fe band played 
any Syne and The Girl I left behind | 
me, and the fineness of her lines was well 
seen as she passed down the harbour, for 
she moved aloug without leaving a ripple 
on the water. 

‘The will which formed the subject of the | 
interesting case heard on Wednesday before 
the Chief Justice was drawn by the late 
Mr. John Bailey, and he made in it 
the curious mistake of making the testator 
leave the residue of his property to his two 








and then the remaining clear half—thus 
dividing the property into three halves— 
to his sister and nephew. The case was 
brought for a decision as to how in this 
case the property should be divided. 

Only thirteen players put in an appearanos 
on Wednesday afternoon for the practice 
auatch arranged to take place on the Shang- 
hai Football Club ground ; but notwith 
standing the fact that the players were in 
one sense at sixes and sevens, a capital 

me took placé, between sides captained 

y Moule and Pearce. The latter played 
in fine form, and mainly through his efforts 
the score at half time stood at three goala 
to none. Ten minutes before time, however, 
W. H. Moule scored for the other side with 
a good, hard shot, and five minutes later 
A. J. "H. Moule’ added a second goal, 
Several times the same players were within 
an ace of equalising, but they were not 
successful, and Pearce’s side won an excit- 
ing game by three goals to two. 

“Phe following table shows the number of 
vessels entered at the Shanghai Customs in 
December, during 1889, and since the port 
has been opened to trade : 

December During Since opening 
































isi. ind of porte 
ALL esses 1,928 vosse. 3,875 

‘American 3. 80 20002 113082 
Chinese Paves TIT vases B44 
German 37 299 ie 2,771 
French 5 63 vi. 1,648 
Japanese ss... 19. 178 2 1,584 
Danish - 4. 698 
Spanish. = -— 408 
Dutch = = 438 
i 1 7 233 

= 2) 225 

1 ca 150 

maa 23 

2.. 15 

236 = 607 1,852 


The Volunteer Artillery gained a little 
experience at the recent sham fight, for 
they found that the enemy blew up a bridge 
and left them without the means of cross- 
ing acreek, To remedy this in the future, 
the Artillerymen are now being put through 
fa course of pontoon drill, and they are 
to carry with them matetials for making 
bridges. About China New Year they wi 
have a field day, when all the members who 
can attend will be further instructed in the 
practical working of a pontoon corps. 

We have to thank the Sicawei Obser- 
vatory for a copy, received on Wednesday 
evening, of the Bulletin Mensuel, {¢ con- 
tains the usual invaluable tables and 
charts, and special monographs on the two 
typhoons in the Formosa Channel of 31st 
July to 2nd August, the Hongkong typhoon 
of ith August, the typhoons of the 19th 
avd 20th, and the Wénchow Re of 
22nd August. Mention is made of the great 
heat that prevailed here in the early part 
and middle of August, and there is a special 
chart of the China Sea, shewing the tra- 
jectories of the typhoons'‘during the month, 

We received on Monday from the Japan 
Ga:ztte ofice, Yokohama, a copy of the 
Japan Directory for 1890, and the caro with 
which this most useful volume is compiled 
is shewn by the fact that it contains a liet 
of the new Cabinet, constituted on 24th 
December last. The directory itself, which 
occupies 201 pages, is indispensable, then 
‘comes an appendix which contains a concise 
and readable account, with a history, of 
Japan, covering 64 pi the full text 
of the recently grauted Constitution and 
Laws ; the China, Japan and Corea Orders 

















| in Council, 1885, 1886 and 1887 ; a note on 


Japan's Treaties with foreign countries, and 
the text of the Austro-Hungarian treaty, 


| being that of latest date with a European 


power ; and the present Customs Tarif’ and 
Bonded Warehouse Regulations, Tt ia 
well printed and bound and is altogether 
an invaluable volume. ; 
It is stated that this year the Messageries 
Maritimes will put four of their present 











reputed children, one clear half ta each, 


Australian liners, the Ucéanien, Salazie, 
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Sydney and Yarra, on the China line 
replace the slower and older boats now 
ruuning between Marseilles and Japan. 

‘The Foochow Echo of the 28th ultimo 
says that that port took the tirst and fourth 
.prizes in the December drawing of the 
Manila lottery. ‘The head of the Taishing 
tea hong and a mandarin shared the big 
prize and the fourth went to Canton man, 
—The same paper says :—Another destruc- 
tive fire broke out at about 4 a.m. last 
Monday on the same spot where the first 
big Gre of the season happened. The 
number of shops and private houses de- 
stroyed is said to be over two hundred, but 
we wre glad to learn that no lives were lost. 
—From an authentic source we learn that 
orders have come from the Tsungli Yamén 
to the proper authorities here, to ascertain 
and repert to the Throne the cost of first, 
second and third qualities of teas that are 
generally sold at this port. This step, we 
have been informed, is in connection with 
the long coutemplated reduction of duty on 
tea, which the foreign merchants have pro- 
posed for some years, The great decrease 
of revenue from that source has no doubt 
awakened, with alarm, the authorities at 
Peking. Tf the tea is to be assessed for 
duty according to quality we believe the 

ne Comune” vill kere; 6 employ 
| chaazes to inspect and declare it. 

‘The Hongkong Telegraph says that Liu 
Ming-chuan, Governor of Formosa, has 
ordered the works on the railways in’ that 
inland to by temporarily stopped in order 
to enable the soldiers working on them to 
rejoin their different regiments now on 
their way to conduct a war of extermina- 
tion against the refractory savages. 

‘The big five-masted sailing vessel, built 
in England for French owners, which has 
been guing the rounds of the press for the 
Inst year, up again in the Duily Press 
of the 4th instant, but with some nov 
remarkable details, We learn that 
in 34ft, long, with a beam of 49ft, She 
carry no less than 61,000 tons of cargo.” 

‘The libel case Webber v. Brandt was 
tried in Hongkong on the 2nd 
jury returning a unanimous verdi 
the defendant. 

‘The Daily Press saya that the Hongkong 
‘Trading Company is floated, but the clos: 
ing of the list of applications is postponed 
because there are still some shares unallot 
ted. 

Another brokerage case, Ramjahn «. 
Brandt, was heard in Hongkong on the 
2nd, the judge giving judgment for the 
plaintiff with costs, and refusing to stay 
execution, 

The Hongkong Telegraph says :—After 
two months’ work the /tacraig is still on 
the reof in the Palawan Passage, The 
difficulty is to pump the hull out, as the 
coral chokes ihe paws 8. There was a lot 
of gold goin on but none has been 
found, although by « singular coincidence 
there has been plenty of it in the posses- 
sion of the islanders since the wreck. It 
is supposed that they got it out before the 
various typhoons completely submerged the 

ll, 

From Hongkong papers received on Sun- 
day with dates to the Slst ult., we learn 
that the cricket match Scotland r. The 
World ended in the defeat of the former 
by twenty-one runs.—The repairs to the 
Ancona were completed.—The Hongkon; 
Brick & Cement Co., Ld., met on the 28th 
ult, and the report and accounts were 
passed, and the usual formal business tran- 
sacted. The Working Account fur the year 
ended 3ist October shews balance to 
debit of $27,604.49. --The Working Account 
of the Punjom Company shews a balance 
to debit of $176,042.79. At the annual 
meeting held on the 30th there was a very 
considerable amount of discussion before 
the report and accounts were passed ; the 
formal business of the public meeting was 
then proceeded with, and a private meet- 
ing was then held, which is not reported. 
—The upper floors of four houses in Bon- 













































ham Strand, with much valuable property 
stored in them, were burnt out on the 30th, 
the stock in one of them being insured 
with the Northern Assurance Company for 
$20,000. There were other insurances 
with Messrs. E. Schelhass & Co., Sanders 
& Co., and Norton & Co.—The Dairy 
Farm Go., Ld.’s, meeting was also held on 
the 30th ult., and passed off satisfactorily. 
—Mr. Fraser Smith has entered an action 
against Mr. O. Brandt for libel, claiming 
$10,000 damages. 

We take the following notes from the 
Daily Press:—A dividend at the rate of 
tix per cent. per annum has been declared 
on the shares of the New Oriental Bavk 
Corporation, Limited, for the half-year 
ended 30th September, payable on the 15th 
instant.—At an extraordinary meeting of 
the Straits Fire Insurance Co., Limited, 
held on the 2ist December, a resolution 
was passed amending the Articles of Asso- 
ciation in such manner as to do away with 
the necessity of paying a dividend at the 
rate of 10 per cent. before carrying anything 
to the reserve fund. In future the rate of 
dividend will be fixed atthe ordinary general 
meetings. Mr, Frank Bernard, on behalf 
of some shareholders in Shanghai, proposed 
that nothing should be paid to the reserve 
fund until 8 per cent. had been paid as 
dividend, but this proposition on being put 
to the vote found only four supporters. —On 
the 10th December, a planter from British 
North Borneo interviewee the editor of 
the Deli Courant, and gave him a gloomy 
account of the outlook in that land of 
promise, which he had to leave owing 
to severe illness. The planter’s vie 
are thus summarised by the Straits Time 
—He has given vp a situation there, 
and does not intend to take it up 
again. His experience shows that jungle 
clearings, the miasmatic influence of 
marshes, and the prevalence of dense mists, 
render the country very tegen for 
Europeans. He also furnished highly in- 
teresting particulars as to the proceed- 
ings of several companies, which had 
entrusted the management of their estates 
to wholly incompetent hands. What he 
said tends to make out that many 
holders will yet burn their fingers i 
North Borneo planting speculation. ‘This 
reads more like the jaundiced view of a 
disappointed man that the impressions of 
an impartial observer. 

The correspondent of the Honvkong 
Telegraph in British North Borneo writes 
from Sandakan under date the 26th Dec. :— 
The steamship Benmore returned from 
Menado and Gelebes on the 23rd instant 
and left the same date at 11 p.m., via 
Kudat and Labuan, for Singapore with a 
cargo of coffee, gum, copal, a quantity of 
copper cuin, cocoa, ‘rattans, etc., valued 
at about $80,000. At 2 a.m. the vessel 
struck on a reef of coral boulders off 
Luzan Island, about 30 miles from San- 
and some four or five miles out 
ure. She quickly began to bump 
and fill, and the passengers and crew, 
consisting of some four or five Europeans 
and one hundred natives, were brought 
ashore in the ship's boats. The steamer 
Paknam, which had noticed the Benmore's 
signals of distress, bore down on her and 
embarked the Captain and passengers for 
Sandakan. The wreck was visited by a 
surveyor appointed by Lloyds and a party 
of six or seven Europeans, in the steamer 
Normanhurst on the 26th December, and the 
vessel was found full of water and on her 
beam-ends. The Captain has entered into 
an agreement with the China Borneo Com- 
pany to salve the cargo, which is being at 
once proceeded with. The Benmore was a 
vessel of about 400 tons register built in 
1872 and had lately been refitted by the 
Borneo Steamship Company of Singapore, 
by whom she was owned. 

According to a Japanese native paper, a 
peculiar state of affairs prevails in some 
parts of Kii province, the inhabitants of 
certain districts giving themselves up en- 

































































tirely to dancing, according to the directions 
of two itinerant teachers who profess to be 
able to ensure all persons who learn to 
practise certain steps, against sickness and 
poverty. People flock in from all directions 
to learn this dance, a knowledge of which 
is to give them health and riches. 

The death is announced on the 28th ult. 
at Tokio of Mr. Henry A. Howe at the 
age of forty-three. Mr, Howe was an old 
resident in Japan where he was very much 
liked. He was formerly in the firm of 
Gribble, Howe & Co. at Nagasaki, then 
in the Mitsu Bishi Company, and ‘subse- 
quently, ‘and up to his death, in the Nippon 

usen Kaisha. 

‘According to the Official Gazette, of 1,802 
candidates for the Bar who went up for 
examination in Japan in 1889 only 51 
passed. 

Land troubles are cropping up in several 
provinces in Japan, Rents are generally 
fixed at so much rice per acre without 
regard to the price of rice or the amount of 
harvest, and ina bad year the tenant has 
to starve, The old country gentleman 
landowners, who sympathised with their 
tenants and reduced the rents in bad years, 
are being superseded by town people who 
treat the land simply as an investment. and 
exact the full rent, and there will be trouble 
unless benevolent agrarian laws are speedily 
framed. 

‘An Imperial ordinance regulating the 
functions of the cabinet has just been 
promulgated in Japan, which ‘the Mait 
considers to be of great importance. In 
future the whole cabinet, and not any 
particular minister, will be responsible for 
any important measure proposed, unless it 
only concerns one department. Tt will no 
longer be right “to speak of any official 
programme, Treaty Revision for example, 
as the programme of Count this or Viscount 
the other.” 

We learn from the Rising Sun that Dr. 
Bouge, an experienced explorer at present 
attached to the Russian nan-of-war Krey 
sser, and Lieut. Buharive of the admiral 
Nachimog, Russian ironclad, have beon 
detached to make a search for the missing 
crews of the schooner Rose and the Russian 
vessel which captured her, and was subse- 
quently lost herself. 

‘A steamer foundered on the 26th ult, in 
Japanese waters, which is supposed to be 
the Hinode Mani, which left Yokohama on 
December 22nd for Otaru, with 500 tons 
of cual and get.eral cargo, All the lives on 
board, twenty-one, were saved in the boats, 

Is it really in the interest of anyone or 
anything that Corea should be invaded by 
five pauper English clergymen and a 
pauper bishop? ‘This is in immediate coi 
templation, as the following extract from a 
letter by Bishop Corfe, quoted by Bishop 
Bickersteth of Japan, shews:—‘I have 
never been to Cores, though I have been 
for some years in China and Japan, In 
those countries people manage to live on 
less than £100 a year, so that I hope this 
sum will suffice to clothe us as well as 
provide us with board and lodgings. Will 
five men volunteer for the love of God? 
In order to make the money (x grant from 
the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel) go as far as possible, I shall pro- 
pose to those who may be willing to go out 
with me that we live together, and share 
together whatever poverty there may be to 
share.” 

The Bangkok Times says thai the crew of 
the Siamese barque Fortune, excepting the 
mate, Mr. Viereck, have arrived in Bang- 
kok persteamer J'vichiow. They state that 
the barque was lost in a typhoon near 
Hainan on or about the 28h November. 
With the exception of the master, Captain 
Soderstrom, all hands were saved by means 
of the boats. Particulars of the loss are 
dificult to obtain. The barque Fortune 
was built in Bangkok in 1859 and was con- 
sidered a good vessel in every way. Her 
registered tonnage was 447.46 and she has 
always been under the Siamese flag. 
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Miscellaneous Articles. 





THE FRENCH REPUBLIC. 
6th Jan. 

Is the French Republic in extremis? 
Mr. W. H. Hurlbert, an American jour- 
nalist whocommended himself to English 
readers not long since by the publica- 
tion of two soundly Unionist volumes 
on Jreland under Coercion, has written 
a striking article in the Fortnightly 
Review, in which he answers this_ques- 
tion affirmatively. As a good Roman 
Catholic he is necessarily biassed by his 
horror of the Republic’s campaign against 
the Church, and he seems to us to 
misjudge the French people from the 
outset. He tells us that :—“It was im- 
possible for Frenchmen of experience 
and ability to believe in 1871 that the 
French people as a people cared one 
farthing about the Republic as a Re- 
public. It was certain that great 
numbers of the French people, vividly 
recalling the follies and the crimes 
which had marked the brief career of 
each of the two previous Republican 
experiments, the experiment of 1793, 
and the experiment of 1848, profoundly 
distrusted the theoretical devotees of 
Republicanisin and utterly disbelieved 
in the possibility of founding a stable 
and honest Republic in France.” We 
take the truth to be that the “ Freuch- 
men of experience and ability” were 
unanimous in thinking in 1871 that a 
Republic was. the only possible go- 
vernment for France. ‘he various can- 
didates for the throne were too much 
discredited, and the idea of equality is 
now so thoroughly ingrained in French 
society, that a Court is an anachronism. 
A Dictatorship is always possible, per- 
haps probable, and, if Mr. Hurlbert is 
right, imminent in France ; but a stable 
monarchy seems impossible. 

If we may disagree with this opening 
view of Mr. Hurlbert, we caunot deny 


the cogency of the figures which he | 
prints to prove that the third Republic | 
Em- | 


is in extremis. Louis Napoleon's 
pire was not a cheap government for 
the country by any means: his Court 
was an extravagant one in what may be 
called its legitimate expenditure, and 
his courtiers were largely adventurers 
who hung round the Emperor in order 
to enrich themselves at the public ex- 
pense. “In 1869, the last year of peace 
under the second Empire, the ordinary 
budget of the receipts and expenses 
reached a total of 1,621,390,248 
francs (say £65,000,000). Seven years 
afterwards, in 1876, it was necessary 
for France to raise an annual revenue 
of 2,570,505,518 francs (say £103,000, 
000). ‘This enormously increasedamount, 
the result of the disasters of 1870-71, 
was raised by the administration of the 
Marshal Duke of Magenta, and the 
national accounts were settled with an 
excess of the revenue over the expendi- 
ture of no less than 98,000,000 francs 
(say £4,000,000).” ‘Then came the 
theoretical Republicans underGambetta, 
who carried the country by the ery that 


| Marshall Macmahon was plotting to 
[restore the monarchy. Since his time 
true Republican politicians of various 
shades have controlled the government, 
and piled extravagance on extravagance 
until the budget of 1890 shews :— 
Expenditure, ordinary ... . 3,036,588,000 frs. 
extraordinary. ' 498,678,633 ,, 
Total . ...3,535,566,633 frs. 
jor say £141,000,000; so that the 
expenditure of the republic under Pre- 
sident Carnot is £38,000,000 larger 
than it was under President Macmahon, 
while the estimated revenue for 1890 
is less than £120,000,000, and there is 
a deficit of more than £20,000,000. 
Mr. Hurlbert shews how this enor- 
mous increase in expenditure has come 
about. When the true Republicans 
came into power they uot ouly made 
aclean sweep in the vast civil service 
of France of every man who could be 
accused of being in any way a reac- 
tionary, but they went lavishly to 
work creating new berths for their 
innumerable friends. The following 
figures shew the cost of the civil service 
in the years stated : 





‘The rate of increase has constantly 
accelerated ; it averaged £160,000 a 
year between 1853 and 1870 ; £200,000 
a year between 1870 and 1877; and 
£440,000 a year beweeu 1877 and 
1888. Not only were the voters of 
Frauce corrupted by the creation of 
these innumerable appointments; there 
has been also an unlimited expenditure 
on engineering works all over the 
country, by which deputies favourable 
to the government have been encouraged 
to conciliate their supporters. Rich 
country as France is, the enormous 
taxation per lead must lead to a 
|disaster before long: the followi 
figures are taken from a speech delivered 
by M. Méline in 1885, since which 
time taxation has increased, instead of 
diminishing. The figures represent the 
taxation per head in the countries 
named : 













33 franes. 


Belgium 46 3) 
England a 
United States. 59 


France. 
And the worst of it is that this 
taxation, pressing as it is, does not 
meet the expenditure, and there is 
an annual deficit of fully twenty 
million pounds sterling. ‘The hope 
that the late elections would send up 
a majority of deputies determined to 
reorganise the finances seems to be 
vain. M. Constans is the real power in 
the present ministry, and how he fears 
a move in the direction of economy is 
shewn in the vtterly unscrupulous 
way in which he succeeded in getting 
the distinguished economist M. Leroy- 
Beaulieu counted out at the recent 








election. ‘The plan adopted was a 
very simple one. “ He was opposed by a 
Radical of no particular prominence, M. 
Méuard Dorian, whom the Prefect 
openly and hotly supported. On the 
22nd of September a certain number of 
votes in one commune thrown for both 
candidates were annulled for some in- 
formality. When the retums reached 
the Commission de Recensement, all. 
these ‘informal’ ballots thrown for M. 
Leroy-Beanlieu were rejected ; but those 
thrown for his opponent were counted, 
and M. Ménard-Dorian was proclaimed 
the elect of the people!” The govern- 
ment, according to Mr. Hurlbert, prac- 
tically owes its present majority to 
similar tamperings with the electoral 
urns. If the new Chamber had really 
desired to reform the finauces, it would 
have elected as its president the econo- 
mist and financier, M. Léon Say, instead 
of M. Floquet. 

President Carnot cau do nothing to 
stop Republican extravagance for he 
has publicly promised to govem “in 
eonformity with the ideas and the 
wishes of the Parliamentary coalition by 
which he was elected.” Mr. Hurlbert 
asks if he is likely now to depart from 
that promise ; aud he concludes with 
these words an article which, even if it 
is not uubiassed, is well worth reading : 

“To depart from it is to break 
the combination by virtue of whi 
alone the Republicans now rule, ‘To 
keep to it is to drive the Republic 
headlong on to the ruin predicted for 
it on the 19th December, 1888, by one 
of the ablest Republicans in the Senate, 
M. Challemel-Lacour, in a speech on 
the Budget of 1890. ‘'lhe Republic,’ 
said a Republican friend of imine to ine 
in Paris just before the late Chamber 
came to an end, ‘is in the condition of 
the noble and unfortunate Emperor 
Frederick III. If it is rid of the cancer 
it will die of the cure. If it shrinks 
from the cure it will die of the cancer.’” 








THE SALE OF THE KULING. 
7th Jan. 

‘Tue price at which the Kuling has been 
sold to the Inspector-General of Customs 
is £18,000, and no conditions have 
been made as to the Upper Yangtze 
Navigation “Company's giving up. its 
attempt to reach Chungking or other- 
wise. We do not know yet what effect 
this sale will have on the promoters of 
the scheme, but we trust that it will 
not have the effect of inducing Sir John 
Walsham to relax his efforts to obtain 
for British subjects the confirmation of 
the right to run steamers between 
Ichang and Chungking, which was vir- 
tually secured for them by the Chefoo 
Convention. No doubt the Tsung-li 
Yamén feels it has done a good day’s 
work if, by this operation, it has post- 
poned for a year or so the settlement of 
this question, on which it has allowed 
itself to be. so worried by the obstrac- 
tiveness of the Viceroy of Szechuan. 
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‘THE CHANGE IN THE CLIMATE. | speaking of the tiger, the leopard, the 
7th Jan. | rhinoceros, and the elephant, as having 


‘Tus climate of Asia is becoming colder , been in many parts of the empire driven 
than it formerly was, and its tropical | 8%ay from the neighbourhood ofthe Chi- 
animals and plants are retreating south- | nese inhabitants by the founders of the 
ward at a slow rate. This is true of Chou dyuasty aud previously by the Em- 
China and it is also the case in Western | perors Yao andShun. ‘Tigersaud leopards 
Asia. With regard to tropical animals‘ have been diminishing in numbers ever 
in Europe it will be remembered that ; since, but they are not yet by any 
the lion formerly inhabited ‘Thrace, | eansextinet in China, ‘The elephant 
‘The elephant in a wild state was hunted | ud rhinoceros are again spoken of in 
by ‘'iglath Pileser, King of Assyria, | the first century of our era. Wang-mang, 
near Carchemish which lay near the | the usurper, trained his troops to bold- 
Euphrates in Syria. ‘This was in the | ess by sending them to hunt for wild 
eighth century before Christ. Four or! bessts and for these among the rest. 
five centuries before this Thothmes III, This he did to win favour with the 





king of Egypt, huuted the same animal | people whose crops greatly suffered from 


near Aleppo. he region on the right | 
bank of the Euphrates now belonging | 
to the pachalic of Aleppo must at that | 
time have been warmer than uo 
Formerly when China was well wooded, | 
and the people few in number, wild 
animals would abound. This explai 
the fact that in high antiquity the 
elephant aud rhinoceros were known to 
the Chinese, that they had names for | 
them, and that their tusks and horns | 
were’ valued by them, When two 
centuries before the Christian era 
they conquered Cochin-China and Cam- 
budia the name of the prefecture 
most to the south, that is to say, 
where Saigon now is, was “the Elephant | 
refectire” and afterwards “Elephant 
forest.” South China has a very warm 
climate which melts inseusibly into 
that of Cochin-China so that the animals | 
of the Indo-Chinese Peninsula would, if | 
there has been a secular cooling of 
climate, retreat gradually to the south. 
'Dhis is just what seems to have taken 
place. For some centuries past elephants 
have been occasionally sent as presents 
by the King of Cochinu-China to Peking 
to supply the ewperor with the most 
noble kind of draught animals. For 
the worship of the Temple of Heaven 
they have been repeatedly used. But! 
it is too cold in Peking, where the! 
latitude is 40 degrees north, for the 
animal to enjoy good health and adapt 
himself to his duties. ‘The keeper can- 
not venture to pronounce any of them 
suitable for the office if they shew the 
least remainder of their wildness. Years 
have passed since an emperor has gone 
to the Temple of Heaven drawn. by 
an elephaut. Instead of this he has 
been conveyed there in a s 
the shoulders of the ordinary 

rers. Now Jerusalem is about the 
latitude of Shanghai, and Aleppo and 
ancient Carchemish ‘are in the latitude 
of Shantung and Honan. We find in 
the history of ‘Iso Chiu Ming that in 
the time of Confucius elephants were 
in use for the army at Chingchou 
between Ichang and Hankow on the 
Yangtze river. The latitude of this 
place is very little south of Shanghai. 
‘The passage reads (Legge p. 756) “the 
king to keep back the army of Woo 
made the men lead elephants with 
torches tied to their tails so as to rush 
upon the troops of Woo.” A hundred and 
fifty years after this we flad Mencius 

















the incursions of hungry animals. Such 
hunting must have been, however, so far 
as elephants ate concerned, in the ex- 
treme south, for the author of the Shwo- 
wen who wrote in the second century 
says the elephant is a beast of the 
southern Yue country by which he 


jwould mean Kuangsi and other ad- 
| jacent parts of South China. The last 


oceasion on which elephants with torches 
tied to their tails were used to rout 
enemies in battle appears to have been 
in the early part of the sixth century 
when a general of the Liang dynasty 
adopted this mananvre. If to these 
particulars regarding elephauts be added 
the retreat from the s of South 
China of the ferocious all 
that formerly infested them, the change 
in the fauna of China certainly seems 
to shew that the climate is much less 
favourable for tropical animals than 
it formerly was. In fact it appea 
have become dryer and colder than it 
was. The water buffalo still lives and 
is au extremely useful domestic animal 
all along the Yangtze and south of it 
but is not seen north of the old Yellow 
River in the province of Kiangsu. ‘The 
Chinese alligator is found still in the | 
Yangtze but so rare is its appearance 
that foreign residents in China knew 
nothing about it till it was described by 
M. Fauvel. It will probably not survive 
many years after the 20th ceutury has 
begun. 

The flora is fected by the in- 
creating coldness of the climate inChi 
‘The bamboo is still grown in Peking 
with the aid of good shelter, moisture 
aud favourable soil, but it is not found 
naturally growing iuto forest in North 
China as was its habit two thousand years 
ago. It grows now in that part of the 
empire as a sort of garden plant only, 
so far as is known at present. It is 
Szechuan that the sonthern flora reaches 
farthesttothenorthward.Orangesflourish 
there under the protection of high moun- 
tains and, with the aid of the mild 
climate there enjoyed, so also the lichee 
is found there. In the neighbourhood 
of Shanghai oranges do not grow in the 
open air, uor can the trees weather the 
winter unprotected except in the island 
of Situngting in the great lake near 
Soochow. Iu Chékiaug oranges are met 
with growing in the open air at Wénchow 
in about 28 degrees of latitude. Western 




















































China is somewhat more tropical in its 





climate at the same latitude north thai 
is the case with eastern China. The 
growth of the orange and lichee in Sze- 
chuan is an illustration of this fact. 
‘The reason is found in the high moun- 
tains which in that vast province pro- 
tect the cultivated plains from the cold 
winds of the north. 

In the selected passages of beautiful 
writing read ail over China under the 
name of Koo Wen is one by Han Wen- 
kung. He addresses the genius of the 
alligator and appeals to him asthe 
new prefect of Chaochoufu appointed 
by the Emperor, to submit to his will 
and leave the Swatow river if not in 
three days, then in five, and if not in 
five then in seven. Go he must, and 
cease to eat meu, oxen, deer, bears, 
pigs aud other animals in that part of 
the territory marked out of the empire 
by the great Yi. If he refused, the 
prefect would select a force of his 
strongest and most skilful people and 
pursue him with the strong bow and 
poisoned arrows till he and all his 
kindred were exterminated. The alli- 
gators obediently disappeared from the 
Swatow river and were never seen there 
again. This document was immensely 
admired aud has been highly popular 
eversince. It dates from the beginning 
of the ninth century. From it we learn 
that it was then that the Canton climate 

tly colder than it had been 
previously, and this freed the inhabitants 
from a scourge which they had always 
Suffered from before. 

















Y OF AGRICULTURE 

EW ENGLAND. 

oth Tan, 

‘Tue agricultural interest, say Mr. Chap- 
lin and his friends, has been ruthlessly 
sacrificed tu free trade and monometal- 
lism. ming caumot be made to pay 
in England, because wheat can be im- 
ported from America aud India more 
cheaply than it cau be grown in the 
United Kingdom, and the British farm- 
er is given no protection, All over 
England there are accordingly firms 
vacant or worked by the landlord in 
default of tenants, and the fall in rents 
has severely tried the lauded interest. 
Yet Mr. Chaplin has given up hoping 
or even asking for aduty on cor, which 
is now impossible ; but he still believes 
that the maintenauce of a gold stand- 
ard in England gives India an unfair 
advantage, although the same gold 
standard is imaintamed by the other 
great competitor with the British farm- 
er, the United States, 

As it is always consolatory to find 
that some one else is as badly off as 
ourselves, Mr. Chaplin and his’ friends 
ought to be consoled by the discovery 
that the agricultural interest is even 
more depressed in New England than 
it is in the United Kingdom. In Mas- 
sachusetts and Vermont and New Hamp- 
shire, and even iu New York, farms 
are to be had at the present moment 
for much less than the cost of the build- 
ings on thew: aud uot merely the 
farms of which we used to Lear stories, 
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that the ground was so hard that the 
farmer had to sow his grain with a 
rifle, and that they were generally 
owned on shares, because no one man 
was rich enough to own a whole 
farm—small as New England farms 
mostly are—by himself. A recent writer 
in the New York Nation, who gives his 
name and address, Charles C. Nott of 
Washington, confirms the incredible 
statement that good farms are to 
had in Massachusetts for nothing, and 
gives a specific illustration, ‘The one 
he mentions is the Foster farm on the 
Cold Spring road, a mile distant from 
the most beautiful village in New Eng- 
land, Williamstown, Berkshire County, 
and within two miles of the station, to 
which there is a firstrate highway, and 
at which twenty passenger trains stop 
daily, ‘This farm has twice taken a 
remium for its management, and it 
Tis not been exhausted, the owner for 
more than twenty years having been 
putting on it more’ than he has taken 
off. Tt contains 106 acres, has a 
good farmhouse on it and ten farm 
buildings, which have all been kept 
ainted and in good condition, and the 
fann is well fenced. “'I'his farmhouse, 
these ten farm buildings aud the fences, 
probably could not be replaced for 
$10,000. In their present condition I 
call them fairly worth $6,500. Yet 
this farm, to which a good farmer has 
iven a lifetime of intelligent care, has 
been offered to me, and can be bought 
by anybody for that amount. In other 
words, if you will pay the owner what 
the buildings and fences are reason- 
ably worth, or two-thirds of what they 
actinally cost, he will give you 106 
acres of good land, in high cultivation, 
for nothing.” Yet within a mile or so 
of this very farm, land without a build- 
ing on it has just been sold at 
$400 an acre, to build villas on. 
Against this Mr. Nott mentions another 
striking fact. “Midway between Wil- 
liamstown and Brattleboro,’ a few years 
ago, I saw on the summit of a hill 
against the evening sky what seemed a 
large cathedral. Driving thither, I 
found a huge old-time two-story church, 
a large academy, (which had blended in 
the distance with the church), a village 
with a broad street, perhaps 150 feet 
in width. I drove on and found that 
the church was abandoned, the academy 
dismantled, the village deserted. ‘The 
farmer who owned the farm on the north 
of the village lived on one side of the 
broad street, and he who owned the 
farm on the south lived on the other, 
and they were the only inhabitants.” 
Lo read of such a deserted village in 
New England seems almost incredible ; 
but it is worth our while to consider 
the causes mentioned for this ; for there 
are those who predict the decay of Eng- 
land from the depression of the farming 
interest ; and it is therefore reassuring 
to see that this depression is even more 
felt in New England, which no one yet 
accuses of decaying. 

The first cause given by the writer 
whom we have been quoting is the 








lavish generosity with which the U.S. 

ernment distributes richer land in the 
West to everyone who will take it, and 
subsidises, by land grants, the railways 
which take the emigrants to these free 
lands. Next comes the tariff of the 
United States which protects every 
form of manufacture at the expense of 
the farmer. Every form of manufacture 
pays better than farming, and the farm- 
er, who generally owns his farm and 
cannot get out of it, cannot get ‘help’. 
‘The consequence is that “wherever you 
find an old man, there you find a farm 
for sale”, and so great is the struggle 
for existence, that “ the largest _propor- 
tion of insane women in New theland 
is of farmers’ wives.” ~ Again, the west- 
em railroads do everything’ they can 
to promote the consumption of western 
produce in the eastern States, aud they 
charge no more for bringing butter, for 
instance, to Boston from Iowa in a re- 
frigerator car, than it costs to come 
from Vermont to Boston in a common 
car, in which it arrives in the condition 
of grease. Then the climate of New 
England canuot compare with that of 
the west. ‘The farmer in Massachusetts 
is confronted by seven months of winter, 
“and the man who raises cattle 
must house and feed his stock through 
seven long months or, if he chavges 
to sheep, ordinarily for six.” The 
result is that if the farmer himself 
sticks to the calling in which he was: 
brought up, his sons find that they can 
do better in the cities and in the west ; 
and “the highest, purest, noblest agri- 
cultural population that this world has 
ever possessed, is being dissipated and, 
as a race, merged and lo 

It is neither tariffs nor currency 
systems that have caused this depres- 
sion in agriculture in England, Old and 
New: it is the improvement in the 
means of communication all over the 
world, Before railways and steamers, 
the existence of a town necessitated 
the existence of farms round it to 
provide it with food ; and the most 
marked instance of this is seen in the 
cities of China, whose walls always 
include a considerable extent of farm 
land. Communication is now so speedy 
and so perfect all over the civilised. 
world, that farms in Iowa compete with 
farms in Essex for the supply of London, 
and the farm that can produce most 
cheaply wins the trade. In England, 
fortunately, there are other inducements 
to farming, besides the actual profit to 
be obtained from the crops; and the 
English farmer need not yet rise to the 
heroism of his American cousin, who 
“turns away from the fields and fences 
upon which he has toiled through the 
better part of his life, and, by a decree 
as unalterable as the laws of the Medes 
and Persians, writes upon the closed 
door, ABANDONED.” 














10 THE DEAF.—A Person cured of 
Deafness and noises in the head of 
23 years’ standing by a simple remedy, will 





send a description of it FREE to any Person 
who applies to NicHo1sox, 21, Bedford really killed. 


Square, London, W.C., England. 





ANCESTRAL WORSHIP. 
10th Jan, 

Maxy of our readers will perhaps have 
read with some surprise that the Pe- 
king Oriental Society devoted an evening 
not long since to the well-worn subject 
of Ancestral Worship ; but they forget 
the infinite leisure that the residents of 
Peking evjoy during the winter, and 
will continue to enjoy until Chang 
Chih-tung’s railway is built. It might 
have been thought that the Ancestral 
Worship question was thrashed out 
long since, but Peking has discussed it 
again and, we are sorry to see, with not 
much broadness. ‘The most practical 
missionaries that have ever come to 
China, the Jesuits, have formally allowed 
Chinese Christians to practise ancestral 
worship, and one infallible Pope, Alexan- 
der VII, has given a decision in their 
favour, while another, Innocent X, has 
declared the practice to be idolatrous 
and sinful. Of course we have little 
doubt that many of those present at 
the meeting of the Peking Oriental 
Society in question would call the 
whole service of the Roman Catholic 
Church in China idolatrous, and then 
we have to fall back on a discussion of 
what idolatrous means. We do not 
attach much importance to the fact 
mentioned by one speaker that.“ con- 
verted Chinese condenmed the system 
as idolatrous”; we are rather inclined to 
imagine that converted Chinese’ will 
condemn anything their teachers tell 
then to. Nor does it condemn the 
system that its maintenance is prompted 
by selfishness, and it does not 
strengthen the argument to call it gross 
selfishuess. As we have argued in 
these columns before, the basis of 
nearly all religion is selfishness. There 
are very few religions that exhort 
their followers to do right for its own 
sake; they all promise rewards or 
threaten punishments; we are even 
enjoined to honour our parents.in-order 
that we may secnre longevity. But we 
doubt whether the ‘third speaker” was 
right in saying that the Chinese worship 
at the tombs of their ancestors “in 
order that their sons and descendants 
might worship at theirs.” Fear is at 
the bottom of all worship of ancestors, 
the fear that the man has that those 
who are gone will do him some harm 
unless he propitiates them, by sweeping 
their graves, and bringing them presents 
of food, etcetera, at the stated seasons. 
One of the strongest. arguments in 
favour of immortality is the universal 
belief that the dead are not dead, that 
they still interest themselves in things 
of the world, that they are still subject 
to the passions that moved them-when 
they were visibly alive, and will revenge 
themselves if they are neglected. So 
deeply is this implanted in the human 
mind, that however much missionaries 
may deprecate ancestral worship, which 
is one form and by no means a seriously 
objectionable form of this belief, it is 
too universal and deep-seated to be 

i The most superficially 
sensible view of the subject taken at 
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the recent meeting, as far as our corres- 
pondent’s report goes, was that of the 
speaker who “thought Christianity in 
China would take a tinge from this 
subject like a river from the soil through 
which it flowed, and that much of 
ancestral worship would inevitably be 
absorbed into Christianity.” We say 
‘superficially seusible,’ because, if the 
speaker had thought a little more, he 
would have realised that Christianity as 
practised is full of ancestral worship 
now. What is it but ancestral worship 
when the Queen assembles all her family 
round her at Frogmore on the anni- 
versary of the Prince Consort's death 
and takes them to his mausoleum and 
spends the day in religious exercises ? 
‘The solemn observance of the death of 
the Emperor William on the 9th of 
March by his grandson is eminently 
case of ancestral worship. ‘There is 
nothing in the nature of things to 
justify a dead man’s being allowed to 
control the distribution of the property 
he leaves behind him, and yet the costly 
and elaborate machinery of our courts 
of law is largely occupied in that 
branch of ancestral worship which con- 
cerns itself with the rigid execution of 
the wishes, confessedly unreasonable as 
they too often are, of dead and 
gone ancestors. ‘I'he sanctity with 
h our fear of it has led us to invest 
Death—which after all is ouly a nega- 
tive thing, the cessation of life—is 
transferred to the dead, and we profess 
@ respect and reverence for the useless 
clay, while pretending to believe that 
the personality it covered is not there 
at all, which we often saw no reason to 
extend to it while it was alive. ‘The 
iother who carries lowers periodically 
to her child’s little grave, the danghter 
who places a wreath at regular seasons 
ou the tomb of the still-loved mother, 
are they to be convicted of idolatry and 
selfishness ? And if not, as the principle 
is the same, why are the Chinese to be so 
branded? Affection forthe remains ofthe 
dead is illogical enough, but the human 
mind wants outward and visible signs, 
and_is not content with worshipping 
spiritually the spiritual beings which it 
knows the dead can only be: and it is 
very dificult to comprehend how an- 
cestral worship can be bad and immoral. 
The Jesuits are wise, as usual, in ab- 
sorbing it into their system and direct- 
ing it: the sects that would abolish it 
altogether in China would destroy one 
of the strongest social ties. ‘There 
camot be much fundamentally wrong 
in a society that has held together for 
at least four thousand years as Chinese 
society has, and the wise man is he who 
examines to find the good in the Chi- 
nese social system, not he who would 
cut it down root and branch because it 
does not agree with the ephemeral sys- 
tem in which he was bor. The wor- 
ship by the Emperor at the Altar of 
Heaven, to which the President of the 
Peking Oriental Society referred, is a 
recognition that there is a Power above 
the Emperor to which he is accountable; 
and the student of Chinese history, 
































whether a missionary or a layman, must | 
readily allow that ancestral worship on 

the part of the Emperor, involving as it 
does the duty of respecting and regard- 
ing the injunctions of the Emperor's 
predecessors, has been and is the strong- 





est of the bonds that hold the Empire 
together. In the same way the periodical 
attention to the graves of their ancestors 
is the strongest bond that holds the 
Chinese family together, aud is most 
important because the family is the 
unit of Chinese society. 





NOTICES OF BOOKS. 
Fice Thousand Mites in a Sledye— 
By Lionel F. Gowing. London: Chatto 
and Windus. 


To the average reader Siberia is al 
an unknown country. There is # ge 
impression that it is a region of perpetual 
frost used by the beneficent goverument of 
Russia for the purpose of eifectually con- 
gealing Nihilists and other persons disposed 
to be troublesome to the constituted autho- 
rities. Not one wan ina hundred would 
beable to form any definite idea of the 
actual nature of this vast expanse of 
territory, although we in Shanghai have 
summer communication with the easter 
gate of the Czut's dominions, Vladivoste 
Tnder these circumstances considerable in- 
terest must attach toa book which, while 
not professing to zo into the more important 
social and political questions, gives an 
account of sv novel an undertaking as a 
winter journey through Siberia—apart from 
the fact that the book in question is 
from the pen of » former resident of 
Shanghai, Mr. Lionel F. Gowing, whose 
companion was Mr. C. J. Uren, of the 
Eastern Extension Telegraph Company. 















































But the journey, brightly described as it 
is by Mr. Gi had a melancholy ter- 
mivation en's 





undergone, and he reached England only 
to die, At the commencement of the 
journey, says Mr. Gowing, Mr. Uren 
“knew his health was feeble; but he did 
not know what after events proved to be 
the case, that he had in him the germs of 
consumption.” 

Mr. Gowing very sensibly recognises that 
“ta sledge journey across Asiatic Russia, 
undertaken by one whose knowledge of 
the language is barely extensive enough to 
make his wants kuown, does not qualify 
him. to pass an opinion’ upon the admi 
tration of the Siberian provinces or upon 
the commercial, and industrial future 
of a tract of cvuntry covering an area 
considerably greater than the whole of 
Europe. The book pretends, therefore, 
to be nothing more than a truthful record 
of a journey in which no English author 
has preceded the present writer.” The 
same ground has been traversed by other 
English writers, but only in summer and 
under very different, conditions. To Mr. 
Gowing, therefore, belongs the credit of 
having produced the first English record 
of a winter journey through the entire 
breadth of Asiatic Russia, ‘The book is 
confined almost entirely to incidents of the 
road, but in his preface the author makes 
some remarks, on the subject of the pro- 
posed railway to Viadivostock, which are 
worthy of attention. He says 


Since the completion of the journey here 
narrated a work has Leen projected which, 
when completed, will reuder summer travel: 
ling in Siberia far easier than in the past. 













































The connection of Tomsk and Stretensk by 
rail on either side with the Baikal Sea, and 
the building of a further railway from Lake 





Khanka to Viadivostock, will, if completed, 
enable the traveller to cross the two entire 
continents of Europe aud Asia by steam, 
Undoubtedly it will, for both commercial and 
strategic purposes, be a great and important 
work. But of its prospective commercial 
value some immensely exaggerated estimates 
have been formed. It has even heen spoken 
of asa formidable rival to the Canadian Pacitic 
Railway. But when it is remembered that for 
half the year thenavigation of the rivers isstop- 
ped by ice, and that when open the Amur is so 
shallow that the light-lraught steamers which 
ply on its surface are not -unfreyuently com: 
pelled to stop for want of water ; and when 
one recollects the frequent embarkations and 
disembarkations which will still be necessary, 
it must be conceded that it will take mote 
than these connecting links of ra 
render this a very ser’ 
Bassengers aud cargo to and from the 
Kast. 

















We pass over the preliminary troubles 
of the travellers in the matter of oficial 
regulations, passports, outlit, &e., before 
a start was eventually made’ from Vladi- 
vostock, on 17th December, 1886, in a 
sledge drawn by three horses : 
Tho sledges in ordinary wee Ly Russians 
travelling iu Siberia are of three kinds—the 
vashok, a vehicle entirely enclosed, aud re- 
sembling a huge brougham on rumers; the 
Aachorket, a great open sledye, roughly built 
of word and matting, aud with no coverin, 
except apiece of matting or felt to spread 
over the recumbent figures of the travellers 
in snowy weather; und the poroska. The 
conveyance which was to be our home for the 
two or three months of our journey belouged to 
the third class. It was a large, deep, roughly 
Duilt sledge, open in front, red in wt 
the back with a canvas hood lined with thick 
felt. ‘The driver's seat consisted of a flat 
bourd, apparently designed by a coachbuilder 
ignoraut of the fact that a sledg sy 
like other human beings, gifted with a pair of 
legs. From this Loard “sloped dowuwardy 
and outwards, till their points nearly touched 
the ground on either side, a pair of stout ash 
les, designed partially to pr the vehicle 
Ky iully, like the 
seythes of an ancient Britisl, war-chariot, as 
weapons of defence and attack, For, as ‘we 
were to learn by painful experience, there ure 
parts of the journey during which’ collisions 
are of ahnost hourly occurrence; and the 
igger serves rotect the sledge 
from damage when meeting with an opponent. 
of superior strength, but to drive weaker 
enemies in the shape ‘of freight sledges from 
the roadway, or to force a pussage through 
their midst. 






























































In the following lives Mr. Gowing refers 
to the system adopted on the road by 
which he travelled, 

Our course now lay for some distance along 
the banks of the Sungacha, occasionally cross: 
ing from loop to loop of the serpentine river 
over tracks marked in the wide plain, like 
those on the lakes, with small branches of trees 
to which the dead leaves still clung, These 
track marks extend at intervals along the 
whole route through Northern Asia, on all 
rivers, lakes, and plains—wherever, ‘in fact, 
there ‘is the'slightest fear that a snowstorm 

obliterate the track and cause danger or 
‘onvenience to the traveller. Every year 

hundreds of thousands of” these 
have to be set up anew ; and if the 
reader considers the amount of labour this 
alone entails, he will be able to form some 
idea from this one little fet in comection 
with the Siberian postal eerviee, how vast an 
undertaking it is that the Russian ( nN 
ment have to maintain, in order to keep up 
communication with their eastern shores. 
We were told, and could readily believe, that 
the low taritf charged for posting ant the 
rates for letter carriage did not nearly cover 
the cost of the elaborate and, on the whole, 
admirable system, which enables the traveller 
at a minimum of trouble and cost to cover 
the ground at a speed perhaps unknown with 
horses in any other part of the world. 

Here is a description of a few of the 
effects uf extreme culd. 

The cold had now reached almost its great- 
est intensity ; but it was impossible with our 
mercury thermometer to ascertain exactly 
what number of degrees we were experiencing, 
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At night the quicksilver, which freezes at a- 
Dove 39 degrees below zero Fahrenkeit, became 
solidified, though it rose by midday as high as 
80 and 25 degrees.. The air, however, was 
jerfectly still, and in the bright, sunshiny 
Rays the cold’ caused us comparatively little 
discomfort, though my companion had at 
every station to pick from his moustache 
Tunpps of ice as large as walnuts, formed by 
the congealed moisture of his breath, At 
night, while sleeping in the sledge, was the 
most uncomfortable time ; for then we had to 
choose between covering our faces with thick 
searves or the lappets of our caps, or leaving 
them exposed to the air. In the first case we 
always, on waking, found our faces soaked 
with breath-engendered moisture, which trick- 
Ted down our necks and iade'us miserabl 
damp; while exposure of the nose caused 
serious danger of frost-bite. If the mouth 
and nose were alone covered, and the eyes 








were left exposed, the breath, driven up: ! 
wards by the scarf, settled on our eye-! 


lushes and froze there, with the result that 
on waking we found our eyelids glued together 
with ice, which we had to thaw with our 
fingers before we could look about us. 

eis only those adorned with long beards 
and moustaches who can enjoy all these 
luxuries in their supreme degree. For when 
Beard, moustache, scarf. and fur coat are 
frozen together into one inseparable mass, 
their owner has to sit stewing in all his furs 
in a bot room till the ice has thawed, or else 
to effect a release at the risk of tearing locks 
of hair from his chin and upper lip. 

‘The fact is, as candid travellers admit, that 
the effects of this extreme cold, though often 
very curious and always inconvenient, are not 
so terrible in themselves as might be supposed 
Gteourse when combined with lack of warm 
clothing or scarcity of food, and with great 
fatigue, its effects are terrible indeed ; and 
the sufferings which have been endured by 
Aretic explorers are doubtless impossible of 
exaggeration But the healthy traveller who 
hus nothing but the cold to contend with, and 
who is well supplied with appliances for’ set- 
ting it at defiance, will suiter from nothing 
worse than petty inconveniences and discomn- 
forts, I have heard one Siberian traveller 
declare that he had felt the cold more durin; 
an easterly wind in the sub-tropical parts 0 
China than he had ever done in the depth of 
a Siberian winter ; and although I cannot go 
to quite this length myself, I would not im- 
pugn his truthfulness, 

f course some of the effects of the cold are 
startling enough. I have been assured that 
in Mongolia the winters are so cold that warm 
water poured from a, jug will meet the earth 
with a clatter of solid lumps of ice ; but if 80, 
Mongolia is colder than Siberia, though we 
were astonished sometimes at the rapidity 
with which even there the frost produced its 
effects, Over the felt-covered outer doors of 
the houses we could always observe fantasti- 
cally shaped masses of ice and hoar-frost 
formed by the vapour produced by the warmth 
within whenever the door is opened ; and we 
never entered a house except in a cloud of 
steam, 

Racing is one of the delights of the road: 

On one occasion we had a particularly ex- 
citing contest of this kind ; for as we neared 
the junction of two roads it became apparent 
that it would bea neck and neck race. And 
here our heavy and well-balanced sledge 
stood us in good stead : for when the crash 
came it was the other sledge that overturned, 
and they were our rivals and not ourselves whe 
were hurled out into the snow with their 
Daggage on the top of them. But they bore 
us no ill-will, We were well ont of sight before 
they had repacked their sledge and started 
after us ; but when they caught us up while 
discussing a meal at, the next_station-house, 
they laughed heartily at their mishap and 
congratulated us on our victory. 

By a reference to the map accompanying 
the book, the travellers’ course can easily 
de traced. At first the direction was nearly 
north-east, to Khabarovka, a journey of 
eight days. Then the route was to the 
west, gradually verging northwards. To 
Tiumen, a distance of 7,020 versts (4,680 
miles) from Viadivestock, all the travelling 
was by sledge, at an average of 143 miles 
per day; from Tiumen to Perm by rail ; 
from Perm to Kazan by sledge along the 
road, and from Kazan to Nizhni Nov- 





























gorod by sledge up the Volga. In the 
entire journey the travellers covered 5.407 
miles by sledge and 84 by turantas—a 
springless wheeled vehicle used when a 
sledge was not available. ‘They sat behind 

-arly 1,100 horses, and changed horses 
at 357 posting stations. Including a stay 
of a week at Tiumen and several shorter 
periods of rest at other towns, they oc- 
cupied twelve weeks in the journey, and 
during this time had spent close upon’ fifty 
nights in the open air, sheltered only by 
the hood of their open-fronted sledge. 
‘The journey was undertaken in the spirit 
of the true traveller, who cares nothing 
for fatigue and discomfort as long as he 
can cover practically untrodden ground ; 
and the bock (which contains a number of 
sketches by Mr. Uren) is most interesting 
throughout. 














The Lily Amoug Thorns. AStady of the 
Biblical Drama entitled The Sung of Songs, 
by Winuraw Excior Grirris, D. BAuthver 
of The Mikudo's Empire, Houghton, Miffiin 
& Co., Boston and New York, 1890, 





“ Asa lily among thorns, so is my love 
among the daughters.” Such is the context 
in which are set the words which Dr. 
Greftis has chosen as the title of this grace- 
ful little book, and appropriately a lily 
glitters on its pretty cover. The author 
has set Isimself to lay before the general 
reader, in attractive and popular form, 
amplification of the arguments on which 
the theory of the inodern interpretation of 

















the Canticle of Canticles is based ; and | 


well has he accomplished his task. 

‘There must be few books in the world 
which have proved tougher bones of 

tention than this ancient love-poem. 
me have seen in it merely an erotic 
Ginlogue, full of doubles-entendres between 
King Solomon and the latest addition to 
his enormous harem, and on the ey 
it must be confessed, there is everything 
to favour this view. Others, including 
nearly every orthodox Christian until this 
century, have traced in it an elaborate 
allegory of the warm love of Christ for 
Hie Church, Far from “casting it out from 
her tables of Scripture lessons,” as Dr. G. 
ssert on p. 118, the Church of England 
has appointed it to be read on one of her 
most solemn festivals, Easter Monday 5 
and Hynm 133 of “ Hymns Ancient and 
Modern,” fer Easter, takes as its Motto 
“Lo, the winter is’ past,” the opening 

ordls of the heart-stirring description of 
spring which is one of the gems of the 
mortal poem, 
‘Yo erudite Germany belongs primarily 
the honour of founding the third theory, 
which we have here to deal with, 

The theory of the author of the work 
under review with regard to. the Song of 
Songs is that which, according to the 
Encycloywdia Britannica, (See Art, *Can- 
ticle”) is held by the majority of scliolars at 
the present day. It originated in Germany 
one hundred years ago, and from thence it 
has fought its way to the dominant place 
which it now occupies. 

It is, that Solomon was not the composer 
of the Cunticle, but that it was composed 
after his death by an Ephraimite or north- 
ern poet whu describes, in a series of songs 
following in dramatic sequence, the ladies 
of Solomon's harem in Jerusalem, and a 
rustic maiden from the North calied the 
Shulamite, (from her birth-place, the village 
of Shunem), whom the magnificent volup- 
tuary ‘but without success, to enrol in 
their number. When the superb Solomon 
vaunts the glory of the palace in which he 
would confine her, she sings, ‘Iam only a 
wild rose of the plain, a lily of the valley. 
‘True, the Canticle of Canticles is not queted 
in the New Testament, yet, says our author 
in a beautiful passage (p. 168) ‘Te was 
probably this idea and her own words, 
very probably this very passage, which 
Jesus had in mind, when in the region of 
her home he said . . , Consider the li 

























































of the field, how they grow ; they toil not, 
neither do’ they spin, yet... Solomon, 
in all his glory, was not arrayed like one of 
these.” (St. Matthew, VI., 28-29), 

‘The beautiful Shulamite is betrothed to 
a young shepherd of her country, whom 
only, and not Solomon, she calls her 
“beloved,” and to whom she remains 
unfinchingly loyal in spite of all temp- 
tations of wealth and luxury. When the 
court ladies second Solomon's efforts, 
she replies, “I adjure you, Oh daughters 
of Jerusalem, by the roes and by the 
hinds of the’ field, that ye stir not up 
nor awaken love, until it please.” That 
love must arise spontaneously, and be true, 
is the supreme lesson of the drama, True 
love cannot be bought: “If aman would 
ive all the substance of his house for love, 
he would utterly be contemned.” 

‘This view of the poem, we are informed, 
s held by the Great Hebraists of our cen- 
tury, who see in the Song of Songs, no 
longer an allegory, but a chaste love-poem, 
with a happy ending and a moral, 

‘The First Book of the Kings opens with 
the incident of the bringing of the fair 
damsel, Abishag, a Shunammice (or Shula- 
mite), to the palace of King David, father 
of Solomon, to cherish and minister to 
the worn-out. old monarch; a stimulant 
“recommended by the physicians of He- 
brew antiquity, and even by Galen, and a 
common custom even into the Middle Ages! 
in such cases, in the old time when chival- 
rous respect’ for fair damsols had net 
become the rule of civilisation, and the 
rights of man had not yet been heard 
of, still less the rights ‘of women, and 
their freedom of selection of the person 
whom they would “minister to,” and. 
“cherish.” This Abishag, the Shulami 
Dr. Griftis conjectures to have become, 
later on, the heroine of this ancient 
poem, or‘ Biblical drama,” Tt may well 
have been sv, for the canonical narrati 
expressly states that she left King Dai 
seraglio a virgin as when she entered it, 

‘The dramatic theory is worked out in 
detail in the article “Canticle,” which all 
should read, in the Encyclopedia Britan- 
nica, Dr. Grifis goes further and g 
the English text, according to the revised 
version of 1884, divided into five Acts, 
which are sub-divided into 1S scenes in all, 
\d followed by an exhaustive and interest 
ing explanatory commentary of about 130 
pages, forming Part IIT of this work, and 
comprising about half of its content 

Part I., History and Criticinm, contains 
much picturesque writing, the very romance 
of history, and there is a’ splendid descrip- 
tion of Solomon in all his glory,” which 
Tike a background of sombre gold throws 
out into dazzling relief the lily-like figure of 
the spotless girl for whom the monarch, irre- 
eto all beside, feels a love not untnixed 
with terror. The idea of power is linked with 
the name of Solomon, in its various forms, 
from the Pillars of Hercules to the Golden 
Chersonese : from the prince to the peasant, 
how many have been proud to wear it, 
among those nobler Semites who conquered 
kingdoms by valour, and not by usury ; 
armed not with the abacus, but with #1 
sword! But surrounded by all the pomp 
of the regal court, and humbly courted by. 
her Sovereign himself, she pines for her 
simple life among the vineyards of the 
beautiful Galilean country, and sings only 
of her shepherd lover : “I'am my beloved’s, 
and my beloved is mine; he feedeth his 
flock among the lilies.” At last the 
magnanimous king confesses himeelf a re- 
jected suitor, ‘and lets her, go free; she 
‘comes out of the wilderness, leaning on her 
beloved. 

“The Dance of Mahanaim,” | “In 
Dreamland,” the “Waking Heart,” and 
“The Royal Procession, contain a great 
wealth of poetical description. Whether 
convinced or not by his logic, all must 
admit that the rhetorical power of the 
author is great, and his sentiments elevated. 
‘His prose-poetry is fairly gorgeous in many 
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passages, and the style is on the whole 
well sustained, although it descends occa- 
sionally to bathos. 

Ini the commentary, however, something 
is explained in from outside, and scmething 
which is already in, is explained away, 
which shows that Dr, Griffis has not attained 
to the ideal of forming a purely objective 
judgment to which he aspires, and  pro- 
houneing sentence on this thenre according 
to ite merits. For an instance of reading 
in, take the passage near the end of his 
work, when he credits the Shulamite 
maiden, after she has met with her lover, 
with “a sweet innocent coquettishness,” 
and with * mildly teasing the one who has 
won'her.” This is surely painting the Lily 
af Sharon, It might also be called riding 
hobby to death, Such an added grace 
is, to say the least of it, premature, in the 
present staye of the interpretation of this 
much debated rhapsody, Coquettishness is 
surely an anachronism in the time of 
Solomon ; and from all times, gs far as we 
Know, the main characteristic virtue of 
Oriental women has been their candid 
submissiveness—a quality without which, 
indeed, polygamy would have had hard 
work to maintain itself in existence so long. 

Dr, Griftis also explains much away. It 
is evident that the poem is ardently, aud- 
acivusly erotic, Autres temps, — wutres 
meurs. Yet says Dr. Griftis, ** Let lover 
and nuid alike study this book, aud bj 
cleanse their love from all earthly stain.” 
Why Cupid, the love that makes tle human 
world go on, should be considered as 
stained, because depicted naked, it is hard 
to see, with any more reason than geavita- 
tion should be considered impure ; and the 
whole point of the new interpretation is 
that the inspired poet sings of an earthly, 
and not a heavenly love. Looking at this 
matter, if we can, without hypocrisy, that 
vice so deeply rooted in our Anglo-Saxon 
race, Temoving the hollow mask from beforo 
our eyes, we shall see more clearly. Let us 
frankly admit. that certain expre: 
the sung are * shocking,” because they : 
expressions of another country and another 
time translated, perforce inadequately, into 
the language of our own country and our 
own time. What was graceful in an ancient 
Grevk, seen by the eyes of Greeks, is dis- 
graceful in s Christian Briton or American ; 
what was natural and innocent in old 
Japan would be ridiculous and undignified 
in modern England. Venus rising’ from 
the foam in less than demi-toilette was 
graceful, gi the proper local and 
chronological colour ; with what eyes and 
thoughts would she’ be looked at now-a- 
days? ‘There is nothing that gives Orien- 
tals a lower opinion of our candour, or 
else of our reason, than our stupid and 
hypocritical half-attempts at gulvanising 
into life a dead idea like the depiction of 
the nude in modern art galleries ; whore 
hien aid wonien go together to look, but 

¢ ashamed to be seen looking too fixedly, 
unless they have the excuse that they are 
artists. ‘The profession of artists’ model 
for poor young women, without whose help 
these beautiful pictures are not produced, 
indicates indeed a strange survival of pagan 
Ticonse, und is a strange phenomenon and 
a hard stumbling-bluck to Orientals, in the 
days when the Galilean has conquered, and 
the dignity of the individual man—or 
womau—ia in theory unchallenged. Let 
us look at this matter without hypocrisy. 
Let us be Greek Pigaua, or polygamous 
Semites, without reserve, or let us be 
Christians, It is useless ‘to attempt to 
explain away the fact that this poem is 
frankly amatory, and cannot according to 
modern ideas be called chastely so; any 
more than can Milton's charming descrip- 
tion of the espousals of Adam and Eve. In 
both cases the expressions startle modern 
ears, and are not proper to be read aloud 
in churches ; in neither is there anything 
to be ashamed of in the sentiment which 
underlies these expressions, which we know 
to be—although not noble, as it implies no 

































































self-conquest or self-denial—in no wise an 
anti-social or un-Christian one. 

Dr. Griffis (pp. 187, 188) is rather too 
severe on King James's translators, who 


enabled them to see to do it—staunch up- 
holders of the old orthodox allegory-theory 
—when he ascribes to them “ the sentences 
not in harmony with the good taste” of 
modern times. They, indeed, misdoubted, 
as they tell us in their quaint old phrase, 
that they might be ‘“maligued by self 
conceited Brethren, who run their own 
ways, and give liking unto nothing but 
what’ is framed by themselves, aud ham- 
mered on their anvil.” On the other side, 
he deals a polemic buffet to Rénan, who 
sees in Christ only a Galilean peasant, in 








Old Testament nothing divine, and will of 
course discover in fe Cantiqne only the coarse 
flirtations of a dancing-girl and dialogues 
fitted for beer-saloons.” This is smart, but 
vulgar. Judge not, that ye be not judged. 
Let us see what the poetic unorthodox 
Rénan, a member of that respectable body 
of men of learning called the Institute of 
France, has to say of Galilee and the Shuna- 
mite. ‘The sentiments, in which we can 
trace French candour and French grace even 
when garbed in our own less perfect tongue, 
tical with those of the historical 
hich runs through the whole of 
Dr. Griftis’ own book. With this quotation 
this review, which is already too long, 
may be aptly brought to an end :— 

“ Jerusalem,” says Rénan, “was the 
stronghold of Judaism, a city of peda 
try, acrimony, disputes, fanaticism and 
litleness of mind. Its proud citizens 
despised the Galileaus. A complete 
absence of the love of nature, bordering 
upon something dry, narrow, and fero- 
cious, has stamped all the works purely 
Hiervsolymite with a degree of grandeur, 
though sad, arid and repulsive. With its 
solemn doctors, its insipid canonists, its 
hypocritical and atrabilious devotees, Je- 
rusalem has not conquered humanity. 
Galilee has given to the world the simplo 
Shunamite, the humble Canaanite, the 
i jioned Magdalene, the good Joseph 
and the Virgin Mary.’ The North alone 
has made Christianity ; Jerusalem, on the 
contrary, is the true home of that obstinate 
Judaism, which, founded by the Pharisees 
and fixed by the Talmud, has traversed the 





























| Middle Ages and come down to us.” 


M. F. A. F, 





THE FRENCH MAIL PAPERS. 


Tr is amusing every now and then to see 
the enormous difference there still is in the 
way in which the unionist and separatist 
papers look at such an event as the recent 
conference of the National Union of Con- 
servative Associations at Nottingham. 
meet at Nottingham at all was carry’ 
war into the enemy's country, for though 
the town has now one Conservative mem- 
ber to two Gladstonians, it has long been 
@ stronghold of Radicalism and in 1885 
returned three Gladstonians. The unionist 
journals were delighted with Lord Salis- 
bury’s speech, and particularly with his 
proof that bye-elections are no indication 
| of the tendency of the general current, 
The bye-elections in France, said Lord 
Salisbury, all went in favour of General 
‘ Boulanger, and yet he was ignominiously 
defeated in the general election. This is a 
not very felicitous reference, if the stories 
are true as to the way in which the French 
ministry obtained its majority at the recent 
election. The Prime Minister “dwelt 
upon the necessity of constant labour, 

isation, and. discipline,” says the 
to keep alive in the minds of the 
imasses of the people the pereeption of the 
vital issues raised by the Gladstonian policy 
of disintegration, spoliation, and anarchy.” 
He would like to see the fusion of the 
two branches of the unionist party, but 























no doubt did their best as far as their light | 







Ecclesiastes a dyspeptic cynic, in all the | 


was evidently not very sanguine about it, 

| The Daily News turns the meeting, which 
' was obsiously a very successful one, very 
happily :— 

The Delegates entertained Lord Salisbury 
‘at lunch, and we grieve to say that he repaid 
- their hospitality Ey inaking’ foerolleas fm of 

them, He told them that bye elections meant 
nothing, which is like saying that when 
smoke comes out of a chinmey it affords no 
| suspicion of fire in the grate, and then he 
| went on to mention that the question of Home 
| Ru‘e for Ireland was “an issue on which the 

ife of the nation depended.” That means, 
anything, that thecreation of a statutory 
Parliament in Dublin would reduce this coun- 
| try to the condition of Sparta or of Carthage, 
| of the Republic of Venice or the Kingdom of 
| Poland. We shall not provoke Lord S 
bury’s just contempt by arguing this point with 
him seriously. If such a dictum were uttered 
gravely, it would be scarecly sane. But of 
course it is only one more instance of the 
bitter, almost savage mockery with which 
Lord 'Salisbury receives the incense of his 
worshippers. “In return for their cheers he 
flings in their faces the first paradox which 
occurs to him, and so we are told that the 
existence of the Queen's dominions depends 
upon their containing thirty Parliaments 
instead of thirty-one," Lord Salisbury is an 
extremely clever and highly cultivated man, 
He would turn his back upon any one who 
talked to him in private as he talks to the 
‘Tory Caucus in public, But even the worm 
will turn at last, and Lord Salisbury may find 
that he has gone too far. All Conservatives 
are not as meek as these Delegates, and no 
independent Englishman likes to be treated 
as if he were a fool, 

It isan indication of the rupid strides 
that Socialism is making that Lord Salis- 
bury has become a convert to free educatio 
in fact, it begins to look as if the Unionists 
were preparing to svallow the whole 
Radical programme, if by so doing they 
may prevent the Home Rulers” from 
succeeding to power, The St. James's 
Gazette sa; 

‘The main interest of the Premier's deliver- 
quces at Nottingham yesterday lies in thelr 
bearing on the future; and here we cannot 
but cordially welcome the candid and fearless 
spirit in which, they are conceived. If an 

the Gladstonians have been building—and 
we know that some of them have—on the 
delusion that the leader of the Conservative 
party shrinks from meeting them in the field 
of social reform, they certainly deserve to be 
commiserated this morning. ‘There is hardly 
‘one of the items in the whole of their swagger- 
ing programme which the Prime Minister left 
untouched last night, Nearly all were dealt 
with: some to be disinissed, us the more 
sensible of Mr. Gladstone's lieutenants have 
already had to dismiss them, as impracticable 
for mischievous ; others to be discussed in a 
temper which ‘shows a readiness for the 
practical handling of them, subject to the 
paramount obligations of fair dealing towards 
individuals and classes, in a broadly popular 

‘The most important, perhaps, of 
Lord Salisbury’s declarations was that of his 
acceptanee for England of the principle of 
free—or, as he prefers to cull it, assisted— 
education, as already introduced into the 
educational system of Scotland. With him, 
indeed, it is no new principle, since the 
rounds of policy and equity, on ‘which it fs 
sed were distinctly laid down by bim, as 
he reminded his hearers, in the memorable 
Newport speech of four years ago, Lord 
Salisbury then and there acknowledged that 
‘a system of educational compulsion involved, 
alike in logic and justice, the consequential 
duty of assisting those persons, who were 
unable to do so unaided, to obcy the order of 
the State. The idea, in fact, that there is 
any novelty in the formal adoption of this 
principle by the leader of the Conservatives, 
could only arise in the mind of a party who 
have unscrupulously plagiarised the most im- 
portant item of their social programme from 
the same source. 

After the Conservative Conference the 
principal topic of the week was the news 
from Stanley, and the most notable matter 
in that the hesitation of Emin. The Times 
says :— 

‘The strangest part of this strange story is 
the extraordinary and almost unaccountable 
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behaviour of min himself. Stanley aud his 
party had endured unexampled trials in the 
effort to reach Emin, to bring him assistance, 
and to afford him the means of escape if he 


chose to accept them. When, after thri 


traversing the darkest and most inhospitable | 


regions of the African continent from the 
Aruwimi to the Albert Nyauza, he at last 
received Emin in his camp, Stanley found 
that his greatest difficulty was not to relieve 
Emin nor to rescue him, but to get him to 
make up his mind whether he would be rescued 
or not. On this point we must leave Stanley 
to tell his own story. We should only weaken 
it by condensing it or paraphrasing it. The 
Psychological contrast between the two men, 
and its development during their stay in the 
camp at Kavallis, form one of the most 
dramatic episodes in the whole history of 
‘African travel and adventure—Stanle; 
energy and decision notwithstanding all the 
terrible sufferings and privations he had under- 
gone during repeated journeying in what he 
falls “the great, compact, remorselessly sul- 
Ten forest, swarming with vicious man-eating 
savages and crafty undersized men ;” Emin, 
on the other hand, all vacillation. hesitation, 
and indecision, a sort of Equatorial Hamlet, 
brooding from ‘day to day over the momentous 
question of ‘ to go, or not to go,” and pene- 
trated with a perverse sentiment of romantic 
fidelity towards people who had thrice rebel 
ed against him and betrayed him. 

‘We can understand how this hesitation 
worried a practical man like Stanley, who 
was not overpowered himself by the glan- 
our of the Soudan, ‘*Icould save a dozen 
Pashas,” sad Stanley, ‘if they were will- 
ing to be saved. I would go on my kuees 
to implore the Pasha to be sensible in his 
own case.” And he writes to Mr. Jephson, 
his own lieutenant, whom he left with Emin 
at the first meeting, and who shared Emin’s 
captivity by his own men: “Do not you 
be drawn into the fatal fascination Soudan 
torritory seems to have for all Europeans 
of late years. As soon as they touch the 
ground they seem to be drawn into a whirl- 
pool which sucks them in and covers them 
with its waves.” We learn now that the 
Mabdists never succeeded in getting hold 
of Emin: it was his own revolted troops 
who made him a prisoner, but they had so 
much affection for him as a man that ho 
waa woll-treated, and hig captivity was uot 
much more than nominal. ‘The St, James's 
has a good article called The Epic of Stanley 
and Emin it is not quite sure whether 
Emin was not right in trying to stick to his 
province ; but it does justice to Stanley : 

‘But however this may be, no one will deny 
that the Stanley Expedition has been a noble 
undertaking, pluckily conceived and splendi¢. 
ly carried out, If we lay a huge triangle 
across central Africa, with the apex between 
the River Aruwhimi and the Lake Albert 
Nyanza, and with the two extremities of the 
ibane at’ the mouth of the Congo on the West 
and at Zanzibar on the Kast, we see that 
Stanley has climbed from West to East b 
way of the huge obtuse angle which tool 
him through forests and marshes never be- 
fore traversed by civilited man and amongst 
strange and quasi-fubulous peoples, fierce 
cannibals, und savage little dwarfs, who 
offered every obstacle to hisadvance. Nor 
is that the sm of his achievements. When 
his work seemed to be half-sccomplished, 
when he had reached the northern apex of 
his triangle. he had to return to pick up the 
Tis tore’ remnants of his rear-guard left a 
Jong way in the south-west. This done, the 
intrepid and indefatigable man went back 
again to his work. Having reached the 

Ibert Lake once again, and taken up Emin 
Pasha and the other fugitives from Wadelai, 
he struck a direct line to the south-east— 
making by the way discoveries which it is 
for geographers to appreciate and for ad- 
yenturers and traders to utilise. No more 
important contribution to our knowledge of 
‘African geography has been made within 
this generation, and no better hope has been 
held out for the ultimate civilisation of this 
unmanageable continent, than the news that 
the extremities of the lakes of Victoria 
‘Nyanza and Tanganyika are within a distance 
of each other which may easily be traversed 
by a well-equipped caravan, and which might 
in time even be joined by a road of railway. 

























































all; 


| Not less important, th 
| is Stanley's 
| dead white” by which the chartographer has 
| marked the Great Desert which he crossed 
into “a dead black" —a regi 
“one great compact remorseless sullen forest,” 
swarming at intervals with intractable sava- 
i ges. But apart from the geographical siyni- 
| Hcance of the journey it is memorable as a 
magnificent victory of human courage over 
jthe resistances, of uatare. Neither famine 
| nor fover, neither marsh nor forest, neither 
} the slackness of disheartened followers, nor 
the violence and treachery of countless’ ene- 
mies, could turn this indomitable leader of 
men’ from doing what be had pledged his 
| word that be could and would do- 

In foreign politics the notable incident 
of the week was King Humbert’s speech at 
the opening of the Italian Parliament. Tt 
reflected Lord Salisbury’s confidence in the 
preservation of peace, and it pointed toa 

ter understanding between France and 
Italy, which removes one great danger to 
the tranquillity of Europe. 

The warning conveyed in the last sen- 
tence of the Saturday's article on the 
Brazilian Revolution on the whole it is a 
dull number of the Saturday—is shewn by 
| recent telegrams not to have been ground- 
Tess. The Saturday says :— 

No man ever showed a more amiable wish 
to be the father of his people, or was more 
careful to explain that he was content to rule 
neuiferance. By the marriage of his daughter 
with the Count d’Eu the Emperor established 
Reonnection with the family which is the pink 
| of modern monarchical Liberalism. And yet 

we see that at the end of it all he has been 
expelled as effectually and much more easily 
than a mere King Bomba. It is not an en- 
couraging example. What is the good of 
| Jeing so careful to do all those things which 
| ought to win you the love of your people, it 
| you are at the mercy of Deodoro da Fonseca, 
And the garrison of the capital, after all? 
peror’s virtue seems to have been of 
Decause the elementary precaution 
of paying the garrison of the capital their 
wages regularly was neglected. This neglect, 
if it is true, is suficrent to condemn the 
Adminstration ofthe Empire. A goverament 
which buys such ironclads as the Aiachuelo, 
Aquidadan and the Jarary ought not to be in 
arrears with an army of sixteen thousand 
men, and if it aust neglect somebody, the 
last to be neglected should be the garrison 
of the capital. One thing may be said with 
confidence, and itis that those who take any 
interest in Brazil would do well not to jump 
too hastily to the conclusion that all is ove 
Marshal Deodoro da Fonseca and his magn 
loquent eommittee may have got rid of the 
Emperor, but they may also find that they 
have done more. A revolutionary movement 
isat all times easier to set going than to stop. 

But the most amusing account of the 
deposition of Dom Pedro is in Punch, and 
it's worth quoting in ful 

The Scene represents the Interior of an 
Apartment in the Emperor's summer retreat 
at Petropolis, on the morning of a change of 
the Constitution of the Country. There 1s no 
outward and risihle sign of any unusual com- 
motion, the birds singing weectly in the sun- 
Shine without. As the Curtain rises, (he Im- 
perial Family are discovered finishing the 
Simple breakfast quietly, while &. Retired Sol 
itor, arrayed in a red scarf of offce, represe 
ing the New Government, is ushered into their 
presence by @ Court Offcial, bowing respect- 
gully. 

The Emperor (inspecting card which has 
been handed to him, and reading)‘ Repre- 
sentative of the Provisional Government.” 
(Siting Mandy). “Excuse me, but T donot 
quite understand. 

‘Retired Solicitor. No, Sire! We hardly 
expected you would. But we thought the 
‘best way of preserving your Majesty from an: 
umpleaaat shock, which, I feat is inevitable 
pape the Sie unt enmata vould be for me to 
call personal in matters. 

The Emperor. Quite so. Pray proceed. 
(Referring to ard.) ‘Provisional Govern- 
ment”? Then I conclude there has been 
some change ‘ 

"Retired Solicitor. ‘There has, your Majesty. 
‘The fact is the country is no longer an Em- 
pire, but a Republic ; and you, Sire, I almost 





































































less encouraging, | to have to inf - 
fant, though Ie sour | egret ave to inform you, but I was com: 


missioned to break the truth to you as deli- 
cately as possible, are deposed. 

_ The Emperor.’ Dear me! This is very 
interesting. Coming, however, of a long line 
of Royal ancestors, J feel bound, at least, to 
say that I can “yield only to force.” 

Retired Solicitor. Just so. Your Majesty, 
we had foreseen this display of your Imperial 

it, and had provided for it, "(He whistles, 

wo Neicspaper Bditors and another Retired 
Solicitor, enter, bearing garlands of flowers, 
which they gracefully entine about the Em: 
peror.) You see, Sire, thus we hold you in 
chains. You must confess that you are indeed 
he Emperor (till omiting Wandly). 1 

‘The Emperor (still smiling War see. 
Struggle is useless, And now let us get a 
Bradshaw, and see what time the first boat 
starts for Europe. 

‘Retired Solicitor. Your Majesty need not 
trouble yourself, Your "passage is already 
booked ; and, to make matter savant on the 
voyage, T have been requested to -press your 
acceptance of this little cheque for £50,000,000. 





(Offersit.) 
The Emperor (taking it), ‘Thanks, very 
much, (Moved) I really’ shall often think 


of poor old Brazil.” (Wipes avay a fear.) 

Rutired Solicitor. Do, your Majesty ! And 
now, is there anything else, that you would 
like. You have only, believe me, to mention 
it, and your Majesty's wishes. 

The Emperor. Quite so. (Considering) 
Well, no; nothing beyond. Stay; I may as 
well have the Crown jewels and - the throne? 

Retired Solicitor (with alacrity), They sbill 

be made up intoa neat brown-paper parcel for 
your Majesty at once. 
[And, shedding a quiet tear of joyful gratitude, 
with his family comfortably around him, and 
his pockets full of the ready money provider 
for kim by * poor dear oll Brazil,” the deposed 
Emperor starts, amid every luxury ant come 
fort, for Europe, as the Curtain falls, 

Footballists will be amused by the sketch 
of a Final Football Cup ‘Tie in the Pall 
Mall, and equally so by the drawing of the 
left leg in the picture painted by GF. 
Watts, R.A., tu shew that he had # sense 
of humour. ‘There is a capital portrait of 
Du Maurier, and another page of Baruuin, 
and suine good Japan sketches by Alfred 
East, RL. “The Imperial Family of Austria 
is dune full justice tu, and the sketches of 
the Hampden Club are very inviting. Iu 
this charming retreat the cost of a room 
‘with first-class baths free” is seven to 
ten shillings a week, including attendance, 
and the cost of living is two fo three shill: 
ings a day. We have pleaded once or 
twice lately that if these summaries were 
dull, it was the fault of the home papers, 
and’ the Spectator makes a full confession 
of this, in an article headed The Dullness 
of the Newspapers :— 

‘The world is to be further burdened, it 
seems, by the production of an illustrated 
daily ‘paper, the Daily Graphic, which is to 
appear on January 4th next. ‘It will, we 
dare say, succoed, for the majority of English- 
men lack imagination, and will rejoice to be 
saved the trouble of thinking, by being shown 
“what things looked like,” even in the 
roughest sketches, if they are only recognis- 
able; but thenew paper, ifitsellsa million, will 
not remove or lessen the grand disability of the 
existing Press. Ithas gone dull; so dull that, 
to educated mon, it is of hardly any interest, 
atall, Every rubbishy rag now contains the 

news,” and in the best papers there is really 
nothing to read, Ther has existed for some 
months past a remarkable dearth of new: 
the bullsin-makers are principally occupied 
with the movements and marriages of great 
poeple; the speeches of politicians at home 
are all concerned with a worn-out topic, or 
those Sucialistic suggestions which are per- 
haps as important as education, but are as 
intolerable as education to read’ about ; and 
the leader-writers are obviously at their wits’ 
end for subjects, They refurbish the old ones 
as best they can, and discuss anything, how- 
ever tiresome, at full length, till it is a posi- 
tive relief to find a man on the Standard who, 
with an audacity which would have paralysed, 
editors like Delane, makes leaders out of 
curious facts in natural history. 
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FOOCHOW. 


(From the Foochow Echo.) 
Burglary is arid to be going on to such 
an alarming extent in the city, that th 
authories had to post in every street fift 
armed soldiers, or ten in every fifteen 
shops, and about fifty Canton men hav 





been engaged by the authorities to patrol | po 


the settlement at night. 

A kind of salt fish resembling the 
Trichiurus, which abounds at this. port, 
and which is used by the natives eapecially 
at this time of the year, is said to be very 
scarce and consequently very dear, The 
poor young Emperor is blamed for the , 
acarcity of this fish—bad fungshi ! | 

We learn that a few country teamen are 
consulting together as to the best means of | 
establishing ® tea warehouse at Foochow, 
in order to enable them to sell tea direct | 
to foreigners. We sincerely hope they 
will succeed, as a change from the present 
system is much needed, but we fear the! 
Cantonese have too tirm a hold on the | 
trade. 

We are very glad indeed to observe that 
the price of rice has been greatly lowered | 
since our last issue, and it can now be! 
bought at fully seventy cents cheaper per | 
picul. Large shipments from different | 
ports in the north and south have arrived, 
and the authorities have also sent orders | 
for # considerable amount which is hourly 
expected. ‘The poorer classes will un- 
doubtelly bo greatly relieved. 

Several failures have been added to the | 
already loug list during last week, coi 
rising rice, bean and oil shops,” their | 
inbilities amounting to from thirty tovighty | 
thousand dollars. Quite a number are in 
liquidation, so by the end of their old 
year, which is now close at hand, very | 
disastrous accounts will bo reported. 

From a reliable source we learn that the 
opiun dealers at Shahwu, who generally | 
buy yearly some five to six hundred chests 

“of opium from the foreign hongs, have 
entirely ceased doing so lately on account | 
of the cost being too high to compete with | 
the native article, We have been further | 
informed that a Canton man at that place 
has just concluded an arrangement with 
the authorities to farm the duty on all, 
native drug at the astonishingly low price | 
of 180 taels per annum. This is certainly 
a much worse case thin the struggle be- 
tween China and Indian tea, and we have 
been assured positively that the import of 
opium this year will show a decrease of as 
much as two thousand chests of all qualities 
at this port. It must decrease more every 
year if the native-grown opium is not | 
equally taxed, or at least to the extent of 
half of what Indian opium has to bear. 
‘The Chinese government will certainly be 
the loser if the Indian opium be entirely 
driven out of China, which seems very 
likely to be the case. Tn our opinion nothing 
will prevent this happening as the natives 
have now become accustomed to smoke 

own opium, on account of its cheap- 
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PEKING. 


ge 
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 

‘The December meeting of the Peking 
Missionary Assocition took place at the 
house of Mr. Wherry on the 5th when the 
Rev. Mr. Willetts read a graceful and able 

per on Preparations for Future Union. 
Fie started with Scriptural authority: for 
unien and then went on to instance a large 
variety of topics in which union was both 
desirable and more or less practicable, 
among others the use of the same hymn 
bouk, common education, the pay of helpers 











|sionary work was. 
so much energy, time, talent, aud money 


discussion ensued in which the benefits of 
denominationalism were not lost sight of, 
although the general desire for greater 
| unity was expressed. Tt was felt by sume 
| that more good could be done as things 
were. ‘The ouly practical outcome in the 
meantime was the appointmeut of a Com- 
mittee to confer regarding the pay of the 
| native agents employed by the various 

issions. ‘The different principles upon 
| which the hymnology of the various 
sions has been made seem to militate 
inst a fusion of hymns It was 
inted out how united the medical mis- 
The dissipation of 











both at home and abroad was deplored, the 
necessity and importance of greater union 
iu the presence of the furces of the present 
day oppesed to Christianity was insisted 
upon--that all the good to be got from 


| minute subdivisions of religious sects had 





long ago been obtained, and as in the politi- 
cal world, so in the religious one, greater 


“union aud amalgamation were desirable. 


On 20th December a valuable and erudite 
paper on Ancestral Worship in the Sia-king 
was read by the Rev. Dr. Blodget at 
the meeting of the Oriental Society held 
at the Belgian Legation. The paper 
quoted and explained some twenty-one 
references to the subject in this old 
classic and drew therefrom many import- 
ant inferences. The President of the 
Society pointed out how the paper was 
being exemplitied that very night by the 
sacrifices at the Altar of Heaven by the 
Emperor. He alsu referred to the dispute 
lust century between two bodies of Roman 
Catholic missionaries on this question when 
the point in dispute had to be referred to 
the Pope. Oue other speaker thought 
Christianity in China would take a tinge 











| from this subject like a river from the soil 


through which it flowed, and that much 
of ancestral worship would inevitably be 
absorbed into Christianity. The good and 
morality of the system were strongly called 
in question by auother speaker who asserted 
that converted Chinese condenmed the 
system as idolatrous, A third speaker looked 
upon the whole as an illustration of gross 
selfishness. ‘They worshipped at the tombs 
in order that their sons and descendants 
might sacrifice at theirs. The ancient notices 
of the cult seemed to be exclusively con- 
fined to the Imperial house. We do not 
read of the system prevailing among the 
common people, nor are the fathers aud 
mothers uf the peuple once mentioned. 
The popular system as now existing was 
ditferent from that detailed in the classics 
—the seasons of sacritice were different, the 
common people making nothing of the rite 
of the winter solstice. One might argue in 
the same way from the worship of Shangti 
by the Emperor that it was also participated 
in by the common people which would be 
a grievous mistake, 

“There has been a row at the Italian Lega- 
tion between dismissed aud new servants 
which has ended in some six of the old 
servants being lodged in prison. The 
yamén acted with promptitude as soon as 
the matter was reported, At a diplom: 
dinner given at the Belgian Legatio 
was found that the handsome ceiling of the 
large drawing room had caught fire from 
the chimney, 
before much damage was done. 
the evening however after dinner. 
and Mrs. Bland and Mr. and Mrs. Br 
dorf have arrived to ‘oin the Peki 
office of the Custums. 

‘The weather has lately become pleasanter. 
Excepting when it blows, the winter weather 
here is very agreeable.” The skating rink 
has been opened. Theusualdinners, dances, 
ete., at this season are about to take place. 
A young German gentleman has arrived to 
stady Chinese connected, we believe, with 
the new German Bank.’ Mr. Krause has 
arrived from Shanghai to join the German 
Legation. Our winter gives every promise 


























It was speedily extinguished 
Tt spoiled 
Mr. 















—common cemetery, etc., etc. A lively 


e 
of being passed pleasantly. 





‘The Mongols are beginning to make theit 
appearance. Already the markot is prety 
well filled with their camels and huts. lo 

me or frozen sheep are yet to be seen, but 
plenty of butter and cheese. It requires, 
if not a good digestion, at least the absence 
of olfactory nerves to stomach the rancid 
mixtures which are sold under these names, 
‘They seem made of the milk of all sorts of 
als and are not free from hairs, and 
no amount of washing and purifying can 
free the butter from its rancid diseyresable 
flavour. 


24th December. 








TIENTSIN. 

(From the Chinese Times of Dee. 21st.) 

The s.s. Peiping left Taku on Tuesday 
last, being the last steamer of the season. 
‘The river is frozen across at Taku, and 
there is ice at sea as far as the eye can 
reach. 

‘The s.s. Pechili left the Bar on Monday 
afternoon without being able to take ex- 
port cargo on board, the tides being too 
low to admit of lighters passing over the 
Bar, Shippers have been notitied that 
their cargo will remain in Taku during the 
winter ready to be shipped per first steamer 
in the spring. 

‘The well-known General Li Chang-lo, 
Commander-in-chief of the provincial 
troops of Chibili, who had his head-quarters 











at Lutai, died recently of sudden illness, 
much regretted by the Viceroy Li Hung: 
chang and all who had relations with him, 
Li was a fine, open-hearted, bold, and 
soldi 


Jike mat, a remarkably favourable 
en of his order, ‘There is no doubt 
that his presence and intluence at Lutai 
were most valuable in smoothing away 
difficulties in the construction of the rail- 
way through the district. 

We have much pleasure in publishing 
Mr. Griffun’s letter, and are glad to hear 
the Harbour Works at Port Arthur are so 
nearly finished. On this the Chinese G 
ernment and the French Contractors are 
congratulated ; and the 
ri ve the highest credit, espe- 
cially Mr. Griffon himself. When the 
work is quite complete it will be the proper 
time to give a somewhat detailed account 
of the trausaction, comparing (1) the 
plans and estimates of Mr. Thévenet 
with those they supplanted ; (2) the work 
as actually carried out with what was speci- 
fied in the contract; and (3) the total 
amounts paid by the Chinese with the 
original contract price. It may also be 
desirable—since so much importance is 
attached to it—to supplement Mr, Griffon’s 
account of the negotiation of the contract 
with some details not perhaps within his 
knowledge, and which will make the whole 
transaction clearer to his mind, But the 
question of how the contract was obtained 
really sinks into insignificance before the 
completion of this most important war 
port, on which the Chinese Government 
has sunk so much ntoney, and which seemed 
at one time as if it would bafile all their 
efforts. 



























YOKOHAMA. 


(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 

The long-awaited change of Cabinet 
Ministers has at last taken place, aud as 
advised by telegraph on Christuas Day, 
Count Yamagata is now Minister President 
of State. The announcement sv far as it 
affects Count Yamiagata occasioned little or 
no surprise, the assumption of the duties 
of Minister President of State by Prince 
Sanjo having been known to be merely 
temporary, and the probability of his being 
succeeded by Count Yamagata having been 
fully recognised for some time. Count 

‘amagata retains the portfolio of Home 
Affairs, his retention of the post. being 
doubtless in sume measure due to the late 
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decision to abolish the position of Minister 
President of State and to substitute in its 
place the office of President of the Cabinet. 
Opinions on all sides agree in the wisdom 
of avoiding a change in the Home Office. 
The other changes are as follows :— 
Viscount Avki, formerly Vice-Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, succeeds Count Okuma ; 
‘Mr. Yuwamura Michitoshi, late Vice-Mi- 
nister of the Department of Agriculture 
and Conimerce, becomes Chief, vice Count 
Inouye, whose resignation it will be re- 
membered was sent in some month: ice 5 
and Count Oki takes the position vacated 
by Count Ito, that of President of the Privy 
Council. Both Count Okuma and Count 
Tnouye have been honoured by His Imperial 
‘Majesty as Counts Itoand Kuroda were upon 
their retiring from the Government, with 
the rank of Cabinet Ministers. The former 
was in addition gazetted a Privy Councillor, 
and the Intter to a special court position 
(Jakovoma-shiko), the occupants of which, 
prior tothe present appointment, have been 
exclusively members of the old nobility. 
‘The Mail sees in the appointment a desire 
to bestow marked honour upon Count 
Inouye. It is currently reported that 
Count Okuma has declined the honours, 
his present state of health and physical 
unfitness for a discharge of the dutlee of 
any ottice, howsoever light, being urged as 
‘a reason for his disinclination to accept 
them, Amongst the more important changes 
announced at the same time may be men- 
tioned those of Mr. Orita, who gives place 
to Viscount Tanaka Mitsuaki as Inspector- 
General of the Metropolitan Police, he 
himself assuming the governorship of To- 
chigi Ken; and Count Yamigiwara Baki 
tsu, late Vice-P1 jent of the Senate, who 
succeeds Count Oki in the Presidency of 
that body. The new Cabinet is composed 
thus :— 
President, Count Yamagata 
Home Affairs, do. 
Foreign Affairs, Viscount Aoki. do. 
Tustice, Count Yamada, do. 
Communications, Count Goto .Toshiv. 
Agriculture and Commerce, 

Mr. Yuwamura do. 
Education, Viscount Enomoto.The Bakufu. 
Navy, Count Saigo. ‘Sasshiu, 

















fonoshin, 














War, ‘Count Oyama. do. 

Finance, Count Mataukata’... do. 

President of Privy Council, 
Count Oki izen. 





Tt will thus be seen that the power has 
been pretty evenly distributed. It re- 
mains to be seen whether this division will 
satisfy the political crities of the Tokio 
press, who have devoted so much spirited 
attention to the question of clan ascen- 
dency recently. One of the vernacular 
journals states that Mr. Yuwamura (or 
Iwamura, as it is generally written in Eng- 
lsh, 1 observe) is to be created a Buron 
and given the decoration of the first class 
of the order of the Rising Sun. Daily 
meetings of the cabinet have been held 
since its formation, not so much with refer- 
ence to the consideration of any particular 
line of policy, Count Yamagata being 
already credited with the possession of a 
definite course to pursue, as to dispose of 
an arrear of work put aside by the last 
cabinet, and about which decisions have 
been for some time awaited. The near 
approach of the festivities of the New Year 
doubtless has sumething to do with the 
decision to hold daily councils until the 30th 
instant. That an energetic attack is being 
made upon the accumulated work is sufli- 
ciently evidenced by the decisions and noti- 
fications already made public. Numerous 
changes are notified in the Governorships 
of the different Prefectures ; some of which 
will occasion as much surpriseas several will 
engender disappointment. Protests on the 
part of private citizens against one or two 
of the contemplated removals are reported 
by some of the papers. Mr. Oki, tho 
popular Governor of this Ken, is to relieve 
the no less popular Gorernor of Nagasaki 





















‘Ken, Mr. Kusaka, who is placed on the 
reserved list. The Nz i_ Governor- 
ship is regarded as of inferior importance 
to the Kanagawa and Hiogo Governorships. 
‘The new Pretect of this (Kanagawa) Ken is 
to be Mr. Asada, who has been chief of a 
Bureau in the Foreign Office. The Japan 
‘Mail says that he is ‘looked upon as an 
official of the highest qualifications ” ; that 
“he is an excellent English scholar,” and 
that “he possesses, in sn eminent degree, 
the happy faculty of winning friends.” 
28th December. 


(PROM OCR OWN CORRESPONDENT.) 
From the Imperial Rescript published 
last week upon the functions of the Cabinet 
it is plain that that body is intended to 
possess greater cohesion and solidarity than 
the last enjoyed. Collective accountability 
replaces individual responsibility for ail 
matters save those affecting particular 
departments of the Gosernment only. 
The days have for the singling out 
of any one Minister of State for opprobrium 
and hostility for the conduct of any special 
work or negotiation, the prior endorsement 
by the Cabinet as a whole being now 
assumed. The scope of the Cabinet work 
is thus indicated :—(1) Drafts of Laws, 
Financial estimates, and settled accounts. 
(2) Treaties with foreign countries and all 
national questions of importance. (3) Or- 
dinances relating to Administration, or to 
the carrying out of Regulations and Laws 
(4) Disputes connected with the relative 
competence of Ministers of Departments. 
(8) Petitions from the people, handed 
down from the Throne or submitted by tho 
Imperial Diet. (6) Expenditures apart 
from the ordinary estimates. (7) Appoint- 
ments of Chokunin officials aad of local 
Prefects and Governors, as well as their 
promotions and removals. And lastly. 
‘any important. matters connected with 
the duties of Ministers of Departments, 
relation to the higher branches 
of the administration.” ‘The oftice of Min- 
ister President of State is distinctly re- 
tained. He has, ‘in compliance with Im- 
perial instructions, general control over 
the various branches of the administration,” 
he reports affairs of state to the Sovereign ; 
and generally stands at the head of the 
Cabinet. The Minister President, “should 
an occasion seem sufficiently important to 
and such a course, has competence to 

give instructions to any branch of tl 
ministration or to suspend its notifications, 
pending an expression of the Sovereign's 
will on thesubject.” All laws and Imperial 
Ordinances ‘affecting the administration 
a3 a whole, must bear the counter-signature 
of the Minister President as well as that of 
the Minister from whose department they 
directly emanate” ; save ‘ Imperial Ordi- 
nances affecting a special department only” 
which will only require the countersig- 
nature of the Minister of the department 
concerned. Provision is made for the 
temporary discharge not only of the duties 
of any Minister of State but of those of the 
Minister President of State in case of need, 
but it is not clear whether the cabinet itself 
elects the substitute or whether one is 
delegated by the Emperor, Article 10, the 
Inst one, provides that ‘in addition to the 
various Ministers of State, a Minister may 
be specially authorised to sit in the 
cabinet.” Regarding these extra Mini 
ters or ex-Ministers of State, the Jiji 
‘Shimpo publishes some rules from which 
it would appear that the virtual extine- 
tion, so far as the public perceives, which 
follows upon the severance of a Minister's 
connection with the Government in other 
lands, isto be carefully guarded against 
here. Ex-ministers, that is those minis- 
ters whose resignation may be accepted 
or whose office may be changed, are to be 
accorded the honour due their previous 
position ae a reward for their achievements 
whilst in power; and it is definitely pro- 
vided that the seat or position of such 







































































‘minister shall be next in order to that of 
the actual minister for the time being. 
Count Okuma, whose resignation of the 
office of Privy Councillor I mentioned in 
my last, has since consented to acceps 
the position in deference to the earnest 
representations of Viscount Hijikata, Min- 
ister of State for the Imperial Household, 
who is the only minister by the way who 
docs not enjoy a seat in the Cabinet. 
Count Inouye, who is eredited in some 
quarters with having been in no small 
measure instrumental in effecting the 
construction of the presont Cabinet, and 
to have strongly combated the princi- 
ple of clan feeling and clan dominati 
has doparced for Kobe and Mitagiri, in 
Suwo; and his old-time colleague, Count 
Ito, has taken up his residence at Oda- 
warra, and disposed of his beautlful house 
arid grounds (some fifteen acres) in one of 
the suburbs of the capltal. ‘The purchaser 
was Mr. Iwasaki Yanosuke ; and the pur- 
chase price, one million yen. 

‘The late mass political meetings at Osaka 
have apparently failed in their immediate 
object, the construction of a large and a 
united party to take the place of the Daido 
Danketsu and at the same time embody the 
leading ideas of the vld Jiyuto. Serious dis- 
sensionsapparently blocked the way, aud the 
probable outcome will be the construction 
of two parties. ‘There is evidently a strong 
section in the Daidohe which is not in sym- 

thy with Count Itaguki andis consequenth 
Indifferent to his leading. The Jiyto will 
doubtless be revived, but under the leader- 
ship of Mr. Oi and others, and not under 
that of Count Itagaki. Count Itagaki is 
now named for the headship of an en- 
tirely new party to he called Aikokukoto, 
(the Patriotic Association), and the latest 
accounts report him to be busily engaged in 
preparing fora speech-making tour through- 
out the country. he compilation of the 
principles of the party is now in progress and 
when they are published, which will not 
be for some little time apparently, « com: 
promise is by some looked for with the 
promoters of the reformed Jiynito. 

The customary entertainment. givon bj 
the Minister of Foreign Affairs in the fall 
of the year to Ministers of State, the mera- 
bers of the Diplomatic Body, numerous local 
dignitaries and other influential personages, 
which was postponed or passed over this year 
fon account of Count Okuma’s state and 
the unsettled condition of the government, 
is now announced for an eatly day in 
January. It is said that the occasion. will 
be utilised by Viscount Aoki for the official 
gnification of his assumption of the duties 
of the Foreign Office. The intelligence 
may doubtless be regarded as a sign that 
affairs are satisfactorily settled and the 
period of official discord happily effectually 
bridged. 

One of the vernacular journals, I notice, 
speaks of a new illustrated journal, which 
is projected by a French gentleman resident 
in the capital. ‘The title, so far as 1 can 
gather, is to be Nippon Facokw Yeiri 
NShimbim (Japan Customs aud Mankers 
Pictorial News), and the object of the pro- 
‘moter is said to be the cultivation of interest 
in Japan on the part of his countrymen at 
hoine, The first number is promised early 
in January. 

Bist December. 






































BRITISH NORTH BORNEO. 

Thé British North Borneo Herald aad 
Official Gazette for December last, for a 
copy of which we have to thank Messrs. 
Alfred Dent & Co., opens with a continua- 
tion of the account of mineral exploration 
in the colony. This instalment contains 
the report of Mr. Walker's second expedi- 
tion to the Segama river for gold. He was 
away from Sandakan fifty-two days, and 
Drought back some $100 worth of gold, 
collected from Malays and Chinese whom 
he found working on the river, as well as 
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by the men he took with him. “Avy 
remaining doubt,” we are told, “that may 
have existed as to the actual presence of 
gold in the Segama was at ouce dispelled.” 

ut this expedition was made nearly five 
ears ago, aud the gold is still in the 

egama. ‘From the Sandakan Notes we 
learn that a practical Goal miner had arrived 
there to take charge of the paying coal field 
which Mr. Walker has found near Sanda- 
kan, and which he believes ‘affords fair 
hope of ultimate success.” From two or 
three notices we gather that North Borneo 
has excited the jealousy of Sumatra: here 
is one :-— 

The Deli Courant contains a sort of 
jeremiad over the tovucco and tobacco 
land of North Borneo in one of its issues 
for November. Some gentleman has tuld 
them “there is not an acre of ground fit 
for planting tobacco on in the territory.” 
This is very sad, and might possibly prove 
discuuraging, were it not for the fact that | 
there is unusual competition in the home 
markets for Nerth Borneo tobacco, the 
prices fetched being ahead of Sumatra 
samples and also the fact that tobacco land 
has goue up to $6 per acre in North 
Borneo, purchasers still arrive, and all the 
estates 80 far show great promise for the 
future. 

The colony is congratulating itself justly 
that H.M.'s Government has ordered its 
flag to be saluted with 21 guns in future. 
‘The anniversary of Charter Day was made 

public holiday at Sandakun, and the} 
Governor gave a ball, but the Heruld | 
proudly afirms that the town is growing | 
so fast that the Government House will 
have to be enlarged to contain His Excel 
Jency's guests on similar occasions, H.M.S. 
Hyacinth, Captain Craigie, had distin. 
guished herself by blowing up a rock in the 
harbour, and by giving a coneert and dance 
at which “Sandakan had a novel treat—a 
dance with a string orchestra, If people 
wouder at our deeming this au great a treat 
let them consider that there is only one 
man in Sandakan who plays even a baunjo— 
and he is always away from the place: 
also that for the accompaniment usually 
we have some fair lady performing on 
the piano through whose Ki 
others can dance but one 
disappointed of his promi 
the Pluting Notes there is a paragraph 
mentioning that the Herald had tried to 
elicit from the various estates sume inforwa- 
tion as to the results of the year’s working, 
Dut without success, and it regrets * that 
there should be such’a strong desire not to 
afford information which would be most | 
interesting to our readers.” ‘The statement | 
in the following paragraph perhaps accounts | 
for this reticence : we are told that on | 
most of the estates, “the plantings were 
too late and the troubles inevitable on 
opening new estates have much interfered | 
to mar the success of this year’s plantings.” | 
But hope springs eternal, and “there is | 
greater conlidence than ever in the success 
Of the tobacco enterprise” in the evlony. 

Next we have 
the Ching Borneo Company's saw mill, and 
of the vast coal deposits at Labuan. 

The Bi 
are very interesting. The justly detested 
crocodile eecupies much space in them, 
aud though they have already appeared 
in the Field, these extracts are fresh here 
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Towards evening we reached Sebougan, 
120 miles up stream. This point is tidal 
limit. There are now no houses at this 
place, the people having deserted it and 
moved uesrer Bilet, owing to the number 
and ferocity of the’ crocodiles hereabout. 
Altogether over thirty individeals have 
been devoured by these awful brutes, and 
some of the accounts are very harrowing ; 
but with the usual apathy of the Malay 
nature, no attempts at reprisals were at- 
tempted. The story runs that it was in 
consequence of a feud between Pangeran 
Ami, the chief of the village, and the 





11 interesting account of | 


rnean Notes from a Lady's Diary | 


crocodiles that they were 60 bloodthirsty, 
he having in his youth sworn that he hoped 
he uiight be devoured by a crocodile if a 
statement he made was not true, well 
knowing that he was swearing falsely. The 
curious point of the tale is that, after the 
villagers had all moved down to Bilet, 
Pangeran Amai went to the mumiang to 
collect nipas for roofing his new houses, 
and whilst there was dragged out of his 
boat at night by a huge crocudile, and was 
never more seen again, although there were 
six or seven other men in the same boat, 

In another paragraph “ A.B.P.” tells us 
how the crocodiles are caught :— 

‘The mode of captirring these creatures is 
by firmly driving two stout but pliable 
poles into the river bank, and tying them 
together. To the lower one is attached a 
long single rattan, to the end of which half 
a dozen lines are made fast to a short, stout 
stick, to which is bound a dead monkey, or 
some other such bait. A crocodile, how- 
ever large, once swallowing this, and get- 
ting the stick crossways in his stomach, 
cannot drag away the apparently weak 
sticks, and is found and secured by the men 
when they go round to examine the lines. 

When we get a proper Zoological Garden 
here, we ought to send to North Borneo 
for specimens of the gymura, “a little 
white creature not much bigger than a 
guinea-pig, with a pigilike fase and a bare 
rat tail,” but which unfortunately has such 
an insufferable smell that no oue has been 
found courageous euough tu take a speci 
men to England ; of the prickly rat which 
in place of hair is provided with little quills 
like a hedgehog, and of the little squirrels 
no bigger than wice that are cummon in 
some parts of the territory. 
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3rd December. 
FOR PERMISSION TO ERECT 


APPLICATION 
MEMORIAL TEMPLES TO Fi » FOR 
MEKLY TARTAK GENERAL AT SUIYUAN. 

Fu-hsing, Tartar General atSuiyiian, died 
at his residence in Peking some two years 
ago, and his death elicited an Tuperial De- 
cree in which his military services were fa- 
vourably reviewed and posthumous honours 
accorded to his memory. ‘The deceased had 
served with great distinction throughout 
the early period of the Taiping rebellion, 
aud ‘his old ooapaniun in atmer Flag Tet | 
ts‘ai, now forwards through the Viceroy 
at Canton an application for permission to | 
erect memorial temples to him in the cities | 
of Kaochou and Loting, which were the 
scenes of his most glorious exploits, Fé 

‘fait-ts‘ai, who has himself now attained | 

the rank of Commander-in-chief, recalls 

with great enthusiasm the cvcluess and | 
bravery of his old chief, with whom he | 
fought ina hundred battles. Starting his | 
career in 1835, the deceased served for | 
several years in Chibli under the thev | 
| Viceroy, Na-érh, and was promoted to the | 

+ post of “Brigadier General at Kaochou in | 

| 1851. He was holding this office when the 

first symptoms of the Taipingrebellion began | 
| to make themselves felt under the influence | 
of Hung Hsiu-ch‘iian and Sing Shih-pa, | 

| who two years before had entered intu a 

| sworn league at Chintien in Kuangsi, 

The rebels had taken up a. strong position 

at Lochinghsit in the Losing department, | 

from which the Viceroy, Hsi Kuang-p'u, | 
had utterly failed to dislodge them. Fu- 
hsing was sent to try his fortune against 
them, and on his arrival immediately set | 
about making his plans for effecting his | 
| purpose. After destroying a dozen or 
more of the enemy's forts, he made a 
desperate charge at the head of his men, 
and though struck senseless to the ground 
by a stone, remounted his horse and com | 
pletely routed the rebel forces. For this 









































exploit he received the Baturu distinction, 
and very shortly afterwards he was raised to 
the post of Commander-in-Chief in Kuang- 
Bi, He subsequently took part with Taéng 
Kuo-fan in the campaign in Kiangsi, raise 
the siege of Chinkiang in 1856, and after 
being severely wounded, was summoned 
for duty to Peking where in 1862 he was 
laced in command of the Peking Field 
Frorce, then just organised. Some years 
later he andthe Gramd Secretary, Wén- 
haiang, took two thousand picked men of 
this force to Manchuria and conducted @ 
series of completely successful operations 
against the mounted brigands. Fu-hsing 
was ieft some time longer at Moukden 
as Tartar General to complete the 
repression of brigandage. The Inst few 
years of his life were spent in bad 
health at Peking, where he dicd a com- 
paratively poor ‘wan. | The people of 

uangtung have been long anxious to re- 
cord their gratitude for his services durin 
the rebellion in some enduring form, an 
the most fitting way of giving effect to 
their wishes is to allow them tu erect 
memorial temples in the cities which were 
saved by his efforts from the fury of the 
rebels.—Granted by Rese: ipt. 

4th and 5th December, 
No papers of interest. 
6th December. 
RECRUITING TROOPS FOR GARRISON DUTY 




















Ty TIBET. 
The troops doing garrison duty at the 
various stations in Tibet, the Resident 





Shéng-t'ai_ states, were in former times 
recruited for the most part in the country 
itself. In 1875, however, the then Assistant 
Resident Hsi-k‘ai reported that the num- 
ber of troops recently enlisted was far too 
large aud received permission to disco 





[tinue recruiting in Tibet and to draw 


his supply of men exclusively from China, 
in order to put a stop to the practice of 
disclosing vtticial secrets to which the 
native troops were addicted. Interpreters 
and translators were the only class that 
was to continue to be procured in Tibet, 
The resident finds that the troops drafted 
in recent years from China for service in 
Tibet, although containing a certain pro- 
portion of strong and serviceable meu, have 
not unfrequently been largely composed of 
suldiers who have either committed some 
offence or have earned the contempt of 
their commanding officers by their reckless 
disregard of regimental duty. Frequently 
they spend months aud even years on the 
journey, and when they do arrive, they 
often turn out to be men who have returned 
under assumed names after having been 
previously sent back to China, Asa rule, 
they are a depraved, enfeebled and un- 
scrupulous body of suldiers, with but a very 
small admixture of honest or reliable men 
amonsst them. On his arrival Jast year 
in Tibet the memorialist noticed that in 
Tibet itself as well as atthe various stations 
en route from Szechuan there was & po} 
lation of sturdy aud intelligent Chinese 
who were versed in the language, and who, 
having been born in the country, were 
well qualified to stoud the trials and pri- 
‘ations of a military career. It occurred to 
hin. that if proper use could be made of 
these men, they would be far more service- 
able than the soldiers introduced from 
China. Owing to the very pressing require- 
ments in connection with frontier questions 
during last autumn and the present spring, 
which rendered it imperative that the full 
complement of soldiers should be enlisted, 
the memorialist decided to engage the 
services of several tens of these men, all 
of whom showed great courage and energy 
in the discharge of their duties. This step 
involved a slight departure from the esta- 
blished practize, but having regard to the 
present necessity for men consequent upon 
frontier matters, it is necessary to adopt 
some modification of the existing system, 
and it is therefore proposed that in future 
the Commissaries at the various stations 
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ould be empowered to select reliable 
‘td steady men from the Chinese popula- 
tion im their res} ive districts whose 
mames should be forwarded to the military 
sauthorities, to form a supernumerary force 
from which waeancies in the garrisons 
iin Tibet should be filled up from time | 
ito time.to the.extent of 30 per cent. of the 
itotal strength of the army in the country. 
‘As regards the remaining 70 per cent. | 
‘they will be drawn, a hitherto, from the | 
‘aegiments:inChina, whose commanders will 

held responsible for sending well- 
conducted and le-bodied men fit for 
Anspection and review, instead of the dis- 
abled stop-gaps hitherto received. This 
scheme, while placing a restriction upon | 
the employment of Chinese in Tibet and 
maintaining the balance of Chinese in-/ 




















fluence iin the country, will prevent the | 
army from falling below the fixed numerical | 
‘standard and 60 obviate any miscarriage of 
frontier questions. The views which the 
memorialist now reverently submits to the 
Imperial glance are based upon what he 
considers after an investigation of the cir- 
cumstances to be required by the exigenei 
of the case. Kescript—Let the Board of 
War take note. 
RECOMMENDATIONS IN FA 
OF OFFICERS BY W. 
GOVERNOR OF HUNAN, 

In a manifesto recently issued by the 
Emperor, authority was given to Viceroy 
and Governors to submit recommendations 
for thore-employment of officers whom the 
cousider tu have becn unfairly degraded, 
those who had been removed from the 
service for incompetency or malversation 
alone excepted, Taking advantage of this 
permission, Wang Wén-shao, before start- 
ing for his new post as Viceroy in Yiinnan, 
forwards a strong recommendation in favour 
‘of four officers who served under him in 
Hunan, The first, Yau Chin-yiian, was 
formerly Lieutenant Governor at Canton, 
where he was degraded in 1883 at the 
instance of Yen Ching-ming for some 
offence which he was supposed to have 
committed years before when a Secretary 
in the Board of Revenue. Speaking from 
his own experience as a secretary in the 
same Board where he served with Yao 
Chin-yiian, the memorialist does not he- 
sitate to assert that the foults alleged 
against the latter arose from mere jea- 
lousy on the part of his colleagues, and 
that even Yen Ching-ming himself, if he 
were questioned on the subject, could give 
no sullicient reason for his action, The 
second officer to whose services and 
character the governor bears favourable 
testimony is ‘Ch'én Pao-chén, formerly 
Lhief Justice of Chékiang, who was de- 
graded for his conduct of a case which 
occurred when he was Intendant of the 
‘Hopei Circuit in Honan. Since then he 
has been employed on special duty by 
a number of Viceroys all of whom have 
testified to his merits, and two years ago 
he was appointed Director of the Yellow 
River works at Chéngchou. 

Another officer whose case deserves re- 
jideration is Ch‘én-shil, formerly Chief 

jstice of Shansi. He was degraded for 
ome offence in.connection with coast de- 
fence inKiangnan, and the memorialist does 
not venture to assert that he suffered any 
wrong. His general character and his ser- 
vices throughout the Taiping rebellion are, 
however, ample proof of his courage and 
-capacity, in which respect he has few equals. 

isii-kan, the last officer mentioned 

the Governor's memorial, has had an ex- 
tended career in Hunan, where he was 
formly an expectant Prefect. During the 
Governor's previous tenure of office in the 
province he had vccasion to avail himself 
of Hati-kan’s services on several important 
missions and always found him possessed 
-of greater tact and ability than most officers 
of bis standing ia the service. 

Rescript.—Let the four officers mentioned 
be presented at Court by the Board of Civil 


“Office. 
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‘7th December. 
ABOLITION OF UNNECESSARY BOARDS. 


A Decree of the Emperor desires the | 
| abolition uf as many as possible of the 
| Official Boards which exist under the pro- 


vincial governments throughout the Empire. 


| At the time when a state of war prevailed | Yi 
he country a number of Boards or offices | night by a gang of armed men, who 


int! 





were lost. The Governor has appropriated 
for relief purposes 26,000 strings of cash 
from the receipts of the Ch‘ang-té Likin 
Office. 
PRISON-BREAKING iN YUNNAN. 
‘The gaol at Chienshuihsien in southern 
| Yiinnan has been broken into during tha 





were formed, some for supplying funds, Killed one warder, wounded another, 
others for purchasing munitions, others for | aud carried off with them two of the pri- 


trans; 
only instituted as a temporary measure and 


peace was restored, re-organisation afforded 
an excuse for many more such establi 











various kinds, aud likin offices without limit. 


| Their principal object seemed to be the| 
| furnishing of pusts for a vast crowd of ex-! 


pectant tactais and other officials; while 
the Provincial Treasurers and salt commis- 
sioners whose natural duty it was to look 
fter such affairs came to have little to do 
except sign their names as a matter of 
routine, Similarly, another set of Boards 
under the charge of deputies took in hand 
matters of law and police, which were the 
proper business of the chief justices. The 
result of these practices was an excessive 
waste of money combined with a frequent 
avoidance of responsibility. Again, the 
establishment of naval and inilitary factories 
was a measure which the circumstances 
of the times rendered indispensable. But 
the immeuse expenditure which they 
have entailed has been accompanied by 
constant peculation and waste, Unless 
& proper control of it be establishe 
the drain upon the treasury cannot be 
Just four years ago Her Majesty 
the Empress issued a stringent decree d 
ing with the above-mentioned faults of 
administration ; but little was really done 
in consequence by the provincial autho 
ties, and extravagance has again gone on 
increasing. The provincial governments 
are now ordered to do all in their power in 
the way of abolishing offices or combining 



































them together, and-in the case of those | 


which must be retained, to fix a sum for 
their monthly expenditure, which sum shall 
shall not be increased without special sauc- 
tion, Further, within three months from 
the date of their receipt of this decree, 
they must report to the Throne what Boards 
they cousider should be retained, and must 
send to the Board of Revenue a statement 
of the monthly expenditure of each. On 
their part the Revenue officials in auditing 
the yenrly accounts of each province, will 
see that the sums given in the statements 
are in no way whatever exceeded, 
INSPECTION OF HUNTING GROUND. 

The Lientenant General at Jeho reports 
that the proper official has inspected the 
Wei-chang or Imperial Hunting Park near 
that city, and has found that no encreach- 
ments have been made upon its land, 

8th December. 
RELIEF OF DISTRESS IN ANHUI. 

Acccrding toan Imperial Decree, deficient 

harvests caused by floods are reported as 

1g occurred through a very large por- 
of the Province of Anhui. On the 
banks of the Yangtze, An-ch'iug, T'ai-p'ing 
and Chih-chow have suffered. In the 
valley of the Huai, Ssu Chow, Feng-yang 
and Ying-chow, and in the extreme south 
Ning-kuo and ‘Kuang-té. The Emperor 
has already desired the Governor to ascer- 
tain in what districts taxation must be 
postponed or remitted, and he now further 
authorises that officer to spend a sum of 
Tis. 30,000 for purposes of relief. 

FLOODS IN HUNAN. 

Hunan must now be added to the list of 
protinees in which damage by floods has 
been reported this year. ‘The two districts 
which are mentioned as having suffered are 
Wou-ling and Lung-yang, both in the Pre- 
fecture of Ch'ang-té. In the first named 
district thirty persons are reported to have 
been drowned, and in the other many lives 


























xt purposes and so on. ‘They were | 80ners confined there. The attacking party 


| climbed over the wall on a dark and stormy 


| were not intended to be permanent. When | night, when the officials were all asleep. 


‘The steps usual in such cases have been 
| taken by the authorities, but there is as 





| ments, There were salt offices opened of | Yet no trace of the escaped prisuners or of 


j the persons who came to their assistance, 
9th December. 
RELIEF OF DISTRESS IN CHEKIANG, 

‘The Emperor publishes a further Decree 
with reference to the distress csused in 
Chékiang by flouds extending through 
nearly the whole province. ‘The Emperor 
had already devoted a large sum of mouey 
to relief purposes there, when the Governor 
asked for permission totakeTls, 150,000 from 
the Provincial Treasury and apply them to 
the same object. His Majesty grauted the 
| request, and at the same time desired the 

Memorialist to report with all possible speed 
what were the exact steps which he intend- 
ed to take. Up to the present however 
no such report has been received. His 
Majesty, who cannot forget his auxiety for 
the unfortunate sufferers, desires that he 
may be immediately informed what is being 
done to alleviate the prevailing distress, 

RELIEF OF DISTRESS IN KIANCSU. 

The Emperor also issues a Decree with 
regard to the relief of distress in Kiangsu, 
His Majesty some time since ordered the 
appropriation of large sum of money: for 
thispurpose; and he was afterwardsinformed 
that the circumstances of ench district were 























| being investigated Iveally with the view 
jeither to issue rice from the. publ 
| granaries or to distribute sums of money 





best in the 
Majesty feels profound grief at 
the sufferings which the poor must ex- 
perience now that winter has commenced. 
As the Governor-General, Tseng Kuo- 
ch‘iian greatly distinguished hiraself by the 
way in which he dealt with the Shansi 
famine in by-gone years, it is ordered that 
he shall associate himself with the Governor 
in inaugurating and superintending the 
measures of relief which may be considered 
cessary in the present instance. His 
Majesty further desires to be informed at 
onee of what is being done. 
Hertour of waren IN HUNGTSE LAKE AND 
GKAND CANAL, 

The Director-General of the Grain 
‘Transport presents his report on the state 
of the Grand Canal and adjacent waters, 
‘The paper is of interest as showing that the 
heavy rains, from which the country round 
Shanghai suffered so severely, have not 
seriously affected the region immediately 
to the north, on the other side of the 
Yangtze. The seport for the preceding 

aonth testified thatthe waters were then 
alling. During the period now dealt 
with, namely from the 25th of September 
to the 23rd nf October, the Hung-tse Lake 
decreased one inch, the portion of the 
Grand Canal near the Yangtze four inches 
and the section of it to the north of the old 
bed of the Yellow River from one to two 
feet and wore in different parts. Only in 
the neighbourhood of Ch‘eng-chiany-pu 
was there any rise, and that but for a few 
inches. That the water has not run 
off to a greater extent is attributed to the 
heavy rain-fall which has occurred. 
REWARDS TO MASTERS AT CANTON FOREIGN 

SCHOOL. 

The Canton authorities represent that 
the scholars of the Canton foreign school 
have been examined at the end of their 
three years’ term and have been found to 
have ‘made satisfactory progress; it is 
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therefore requested that according to pr 
cedent rewards may be bestowed upon the 
instructors and the officials in charge of the 
discipline of the school.—Grunted. 
PROMOTION FOR SCHOLARS FROM CANTON 
FOREIGN SCHOOL. 

Certain scholars, who passed satisfactorily 
out of the Canton foreign school three years 
since then been employed by the 
‘ies as oral interpreters or as trans- 
lators of written documents, whenever 
opportunities have arisen for utilising their 
services in these respects. On such occa- 
sions they have perfectly demonstrated their 
capabilities, and moreover their conduct 
and demeanour have been satisfactory. It 
is therefore requested by the Government 
at Canton that these gentlemen may receive 
certain promotion to which they are enti- 
tled by the regulations in force.— Approved. 

10th December. 

TEMPLE TO OFFICERS AND SOLDIERS IN 

HAINAN. 

For more than thirty years, says the 
Governor General Chang ‘Chih-tuny, the 
island of Hainan suffered grievously at the 
hands of the Hakka and native banditti, 
who sallying forth from their fastnesses 
plundered the country far and wide. In the 
autumn of 1886 the’ memorialist obtained 
His Majesty's permission to undertake 
the necessary measures for the thorough 
restoration of order, Since then, the task 
entrusted to him has been completely 
accomplished, aud the Chinese and the 
aborigines are living in pence and 
happiness in their homes. But the ofticers, 
both civil and military, employed in the 
work, have endured every kind of suffering. 
The deaths among them, asalready reported 
to tho throne, amount to three hundred and 
sixty-two; and between one and two 
thousand ‘soldiers have lost their lives at 
the same time. ‘There was not only the 
danger of actual Aghting in the recesses of 
the mountains, but the malaria claimed 
its victims, not only from those taking part 
in the catupaigns, but also from those 
engaged in opening up the euuntey, in 
making ronds, laying telegraph lines, ‘and 
superiuitending the construction of schools 
or the working of mines. So deadly was 
the pestilence that of ten attacked nine 
would die; in the morning a man 
would ‘by seized, by night “he would 
be acorpse. Still’ there was no faltering 
or shrisking ; when those in front died, 






































others would push on to take their places. 
The memorialist is now it that 
the people of the island wi show 


their gratitude by erecting a temple to the 
memory of the officers, civil aud military, 
and of the soldiers, regulars and irregulars, 
who perished under the above mentioned 
circumstances. Land will be bought, and 
the building will be set up in the capital 
of the island, Kiungchow fu. It is humbly 
requested that this temple may be re- 
cognised by the Imperi 
the local authorities be ordered to ‘offer 
libations there year by year in spring and 
autumn, —Grauted. 

11th December. 

AMOSGST THE CHAHAR HERDS- 

OFFICIALS PUNISHED. 

The Gazettes of this year have already 
mentioned certain legal proceedings taken 
against local officials by the Chahar herds- 
men, who live in the part of Mongolia 
immediately adjacent to Kalgan. It ap- 
pears from a Decree in this day's Gazette 
that, in consequence of @ representation 
made by a Censor, the Viceroy Li Hung- 
chang was ordered again to hold an in- 
quiry into the conduct of the Chahar 
military governor, in whose court the 
said proceedings weretaken. The Viceroy 
acquits the Governor of the serious charges 
brought against him. But in the Emperor's 
opinion the facts elicited show that he 
favoured and screened certain subordinates, 
and that through his want of thorough 
acquaintance with the written Manchu, 




















Government, and | 





Mongol _and Chinese languages, he al- 
lowed himself to be fooled by those 
under his orders, As he has thus proved 
himself not up to the duties of his post, be 
is recalled to Peking for service there. 
Certain of the officers of his staff are order- 
ed to be cashiered or punished in various 
ways. There were fifty-six persons, officials 
and others, declared by the Governor to 
have been guilty of bringing false charges. 
But, as the Emperor considers that their 
conduct was excusable under the circum- 
stances which occurred, no proceedings 
will be taken against them. 
12th December. 
MILITARY APPOINTMENTS, 

Cheng Shao-chung is appointed Com- 
mander-in-chief for the Proviace of Hunan 
in place of Feng Nan-pin, who is transferred 
to the same post in Chékiang. 


13th December. 
PRESIDENTS OF BOARDS MUST ATTESD TO 
THEIR DUTIES. 

The Emperor has heard that, while many 
of the Presidents and the Vice-President 
of the Government Departments at Peking 
are most diligent and conscientious in the 
performance of their duties, others of them 
are so negligent as only to appear at their 
ottices onee in several months. His Majesty 
desires that in future they will attend re- 
gularly, so as to supervise the conduct of 
business by the heads of the sub-depart- 
ments. 

PARRICIDE IN MANCHURIA,| 

A prisoner from Ichou was recently 
brought before the provincial authorities at 
Moukden. He had already been tried by 
the local magistrate, and had been found 
guilty of killing his father, wife, and child 
while under the influence of a fit of madness. 
But when the customary re-examination 
took place at Moukden, the case was found 
to bear a very different aspect. It appears 
that in 1877’ the prisoner, who was then 
fifteon years of age, was married to a girl 
named Wang. One day next year, when 
the prisoner was away xt work, his wife 
was caught by some men committing 
adultery with a neighbour in his garden. 
They seized the couple and threatened to 
deliver them up to the authorities for 
punishment. A peace-maker, however, 
came forward, by whose offices the affair 

hushed ‘up, the prisoner's father 
giving the accusers two hundred and fift 
strings of cash. ‘This money he obtainec 
fromthe peacemaker, to whomhe mortgaged 
half an acre of ground, He further made 
the woman's father give a written underta- 
king that if anything of the sort should 
happen again, the woman might be beaten 
to death and no complaint should be made. 
As the prisoner's mother was dead, and 
there was no other woman in the house, 
he was afraid that his wife might again 
misconduct herself, and he therefore kept 
aclose watch upon her. One night two 
years afterwards, coming home late, he 
surprised his father creeping away without 
any clothes on. Angry as he was he did 
not dare to say anything. He afterwards 
discovered that the intercourse was going 
on constantly. On one vceasion he put 
horse's food into his father’s plate at table, 
to show that he considered his father a 
brute. ‘This act, toyether with remarks 
which he made, led to constant wrangling | 
between them.’ The father told their 
relations that the prisoner had gone mad, 
aud time after time tied him up and beat 
him till he begged for mercy. Indeed, 
both father and. wife looked upon him as 
in their way, and in consequence insisted 
upon quarrelling with him. One night 
last suinmer, coming home in the dark he 
found his father creeping away in the same 
state as on the first occasion. He pretended 
not to see anything; but still he was 
afraid that, knowing they were detected, 
they might do him mischief in the night. 


















































He therefore went to lie down in the 
courtyard, fastening the door outside with 


‘a stone to protect himself from attack. 
There he made up his mind to kill his wife 
‘and runaway. He felt that he was under 
no moral obligation to remain at home 
in order to support such a father, and he 
thought that, if he were taken, his life would 
not be forfeited under the circumstances. 
Next morning he stabbed his wife with a 
spear as she was running away from him, 
and with the same thrust accidentally killed 
achild which she was carrying in herarms. 
His father, hearing the woman cry, also 
icked up a spear, ran out, and attacked 
Fim. Tho sen tried to defend himself; but 
he was pressed so hard that he was forced 
to use his woapon, and in the excitement 
of the moment first wounded his father 
and then killed him. The murderer tried to 
escape but was shortly afterwards arrested, 
‘The case was reported by one of his uncles, 
who for shame’s sake endeavoured to con- 
ceal the disgraceful origin of the affair, and 
declared that the prisoner had acted under 
the impulse of a fit of madness, This 
story was supported by a neighbour and 
the tipo, and the local magistrate con- 
sequently believed it. Upon re-examina- 
tion, however, the real truth was elicited. 
In accordance with the law, the prisoner 
was condemned to be cut to pieces in 
punishment for the crime of parricide 
which he had committed ; and on account of 
the heinousness of his offence the sentence 
was carried out without waiting for its 
confirmation by the Emperor. The persons 
who made false depositions are sentenced 
to receive eighty blows of the whip, and it 
is requested that the magistrate may receiv 
some penalty on account of the incorrectness 
of his finding.—Referred to the Board of 
Punishments. 

TEMPLE IN KUEICHOW 70 TSEN YU-YING, 

The Governor of Kueichow presents a 
| ester on behalf of a number of officials, 















gging that a temple may be erected in 
that’ province to the memory of the Inte 
Governor-General Ts‘en Yicying, This 
favour has already been accorded to the 
Province of Yunnan, and the people of 
Kueichow hope that the same may be 
ranted to them on account of the manifold 
lebt of gratitade which they owe to the 
deceased. In the first place, in the early 
part of the reign of Tung Chih, a Miaotea 
chieftain in the mountains of Pichivh hsien 
rebelled and held out against the united 
troops of Kueichow, Honan and Szechuan. 
Ts'en Yii-ying, then Grand Treasurer of 
Yunnan, brought up a force, and after a 
campaign of five months destroyed the rebel 
and restored peace. Later the passes of 

‘angeth were held by the Mahumedans, 
who made incursions into the prefecture of 
Hsingi. From this trouble he freed the 
province by his conquest of Tawen hsien in 
1872, Afterwards as Governor of Kuei- 
chow he perfected the army, and was thus 
able easily to put down several insurrec- 
tions and outbreaks, Later, in time of 
peace, he bridged the Wu River, founded 
schools, endowed colleges, and instituted a 
ariety of good works, on'account of which 
his memory is held dear by all classes of 
people alike.—approved. 


14th December. 

DEATH OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF CHIHLI. 

In a Dectee issued to-day the Emperor 
passes @ high eulogium upon Li Chang-lo, 
Commander-in-chief of Chihli, whose death 
has just been reported by the Viceroy Li. 
The deceased officer, who fought with 
great success throughout the Taiping re- 
bellion in nearly all the central provinces, 
was promoted for his distingui 
to the post of Commander-in-chief, in 
which capacity he served successively in 
Hupeh, Hunan and Chili, In the attention 
which ‘he paid to coast defence prepara- 
tions, to the drilling of his troops, and 
to the general improvement of the army, 
he showed himself to be fully qualified for 
his high position, and the news of his death 
has caused much sorrow at Court. The 
Emperor ordersthat all the honours due toa 
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of his country should be accorded to his 
memory, that he should receive an honorific 
appellation and have his biography written 
by the Court Historian, and that temples 
should be erected to him at his native place 
and in all the provinces in which he served. 
His grandson is to be introduced at Court 
as soon as he comes of age. 
APPLICATION TO ERECT A TEMPLE TO THE 
MEMORY OF A DECEASED VICEROY. 
The Governor of Hunan forwards an 
application which he has received from 
Reo Sung-tao, formerly Minister in Eng- 
land, Ch‘én Shih-chich, late Governor of 
Shautung, and a large number of other 
retired officials and influential gentry, in 
which they request permission to erect a 
temple at his native place to Liu Ch‘ang-yu, 
formerly vicetoy of Yiinnan and Kueichow. 
The deceased, why was a native of Hsin- 
ning in Hunan, raised a body of troops in 
the early years of the Taiping rebellion and 
fought during the remainder of the war 
with ‘conspicuous, success under. Chiang 
Chung-yiian, the late Governor of Anhui. 
Hunan is specially indebted to him for his 
services in the engagement at the Soyi ferry. 
‘The vessels of the rebels were sonumerous as 
to render the waters of the Yangtze in 
ble for miles, and but for the defeat which 
they sustained through the strategy of Liu 
Chang-yu, the provincial capital must 
inevitably have fallen into their hands. 
When his chief, Chiang Chung-yiian, fell 
in the action at Lu Chou, the deceased 
saved his family at the imminent risk of 
his own life and brought them safely to 
their home. After detailing at great length 
his exploits against the rebels in Kiangsi, 
Kuangsi, and other provinces, the appli- 
cants add that their present’ request. is 
specially based upon the fact that his 
native town of Hsinning, where the me- 
morial isto be placed, was twice saved 
from destruction by his personal exertions 
during the rebellion. —Granted by rescript. 
15th December. 
A WARNING TO THE POLICE AUTHORITIES at 
PEKING. 
A Decree. The original object of the 
establishment of a police force in the capital 
was to keep a watch over, and effuct the ar- 
rest of bad characters, and if the Gendarme- 
rie Office had properly performed its duties, 
all trace of criine would long ago have disap: 
peares. Recently, however, cases of rol 
ry haveoccurred with increasing frequency 
id the cause is to be attributed to the 
inefticiency of the police surveillance. The 
ambling aud opium dens of the metropolis 
fore the chief resort of this class of scoun- 
drels, who are largely recruited from traw) 
‘coming from adistance. ‘They are generally 
in league with the police and soldiers, whose 
support renders them perfectly reckless in 
their disregard of the law. When a case is 
reported, the authorities consider that they 
have done enough if they make a few per- 
functory inquiries, and it is very rare that 
either the criminals or the plunder are 
discovered. It may well be asked what 
duties the Gendarmerie Office considers 
itself charged with when police measures 
have fallen into such a state of utter 
neglect under the very shadow of the 
Court itself! Some time ago we issued 
instructions under which the whole system 
was to be re-organised on a basis of rewards 
and penalties, but the rules which were 
then drawn up, though very explicit and 
designed to be perfectly satisfactory, require 
to be faithfully executed. We therefore 
command the Commissioner of the metro- 
politan police to strictly enjoin upon his 
officers and men thenecessity of keeping the 
closest watch upon gambling establishments 
and opium dens with a view to the re- 
pression of crime. Let him take action 
with the Governor of the metropolis and 
the Censors of the five divisions of 
the city for the careful enforcement of 
the tithing system, and not merely consider 
the distribution and affixing of tithing 




































tickets as all that he is expected to perform 

this respect. Should there be any recur- 
rence, after this warning, of the lax habits 
of duty and connivance with crime hitherto 
practised by the pelice, we shall certainly 
punish without mercy both the command- 
ing officers and their subordinates. They 
will not be able to say that they were not. 
duly warned in time. (Note. ‘The opium 
divans and gambling shops in Peking were 
all closed the day after this Decree ap- 
peared). 

REJECTION OF PROPOSAL MADE BY CHANG 
CHIE-TUNG FOR ADDING To THE 
MILITARY ESTABLISHMENT AT CH‘AOCHOU FU. 

A Decree. We referred to the consi- 
deration of the Board a memorial which we 
received some time ago from Chang Chih- 
tung advocating the enlistment of three 
battalions of troops fur service under the 
Prefect of Ch‘aochou fu, and we are now in 
receipt of the Board’s reply, from which it 
appears that the troops under the General 
at Ch‘aochou, together with those doin 
garrison duty in the tows, number 1,900 
regulars and 1,500 braves—a force which 

yy no Means inconsiderable, and should, 
rly trained, be sufficient for the 
it is required to perform. Instruc- 
have frequently been issued for 
making reductions and economies in the 
provincial armies, and Chang Chih-tung’s 
thoughtless proposal for raising additional 
troops at Chi‘aochou is quite untenable aud 
we decline to sanction it. His statement, 
however, regarding the inveterate abuses 
that prevail both among the regular and 
irregular troops deserves attention, and 
ve command Ld Hung-chang to investigate 
the matter and use every effort to purify 
the army and render it an efficient instru- 
ment for the repression of disturbance, 
CRIME AND BRIGANDAGE IX THE PROVINCES. 

In a third Decree issued to-day the 
Emperor notices the frequency with which 
robberies and crimes of violence are re- 
ported from tho provinces, and finds an 
explanation of this in the fact that the 
criminal ranks are largely recruited from 

ischarged soldiers who are generally 
in league with yamén runners and other 
oficial underlings. ‘The local authori- 
ties nearly always represent cases of brig- 
andage as mere larcenies and not infre- 
quently punish the person who has been 
plundered, for reporting the outrage. The 
Viceroys and Governors of the various 
provinces are warned that they are expect- 
ed to denounce all district officers who 
show any laxity of duty in the detection of 
crime, and they are required to take drastic 
measures for the eradication of an evil 
which, if allowed to go unchecked, cannot 
fail to entail disastrous consequences. 
Military commanders are to see that the 
soldiers whom they discharge are sent safely 
back to their homes aud not allowed to 
drift into the ranks of the criminal classes. 


16th December. 
GOVERNOR OF HUNAS ASKS PERMISSION TO 
‘TAKE A PORTION OF HIS BODY-GUARD 
WITH HIM TO YUNNAN. 
Wang Weén-shao, the new Viceroy of 
Yiinnan and Kueichow, applies for pert 
sion to take with him to Ytinnan a bod; 
































of 
200 soldiers which formed a portion of his 





bodyguard as Governor of Hunan. He 
quotes as a precedent in support of his 
request the case of Pien Pao-ti, who took a 
hundred soldiers from Hunan to Foochow. 
Yiinnan has only recently been reduced to 

tate of tranquillity ; the journey there is 
long and difficalt and the Viceroy thinks 
that the presence of his troops will materi- 
ally strengthen his position. ‘The cost of 
their maintenance en route is to be a charge 
upon the Hunan exchequer. 

Decree disallowing this proposal already 
published. 

DISTRESS CAUSED BY FLOODS IN KIANOSU. 

‘The Viceroy of Nanking and the Gover- 
nor of ‘Kiangsu forward a report upon the 
disastrous floods which have recently oc- 














curred in the province and request permis 
sion to send agents to purchase grain in 
other provinces and import it into Kiangeu 
free of all duty and likin en rowe ‘The 
heavy rains which fell incessantly for over 
forty days converted the Prefectures 
of Soochow and Sungchiang into one 
large lake of water and have utterly 
ruined the autumn crops. No such calamity 
has visited the province since the year 1849, 
when a somewhat similar disaster occurred. 
In that year, however, the excessive 
rainfall took place before the crops were 
ripe, and a spell of good weather followed 
which enabled a late crop to be planted. 
This year, on the other hand, the harvest 
was destroyed just as it was ready to be 
reaped, and the continuous rains which 
have since fallen preclude all possibility of 
replacing it bya later crop. The people 
who are still suffering from the havoc 
wrought by the rebellion either gaze upon 
their fields with their eyes full of tears or 
make their plans for removing eise- 
where, Arrangements have been made 
for distributing grain by way of relief 
and selling it at a low price in the 
hope of mitigating the severity of the 
crisis, but unfortunately there is poly 
avery limited suppiy of grain to. be had. 
Urhsi, which is the chief depét in the 
province, has already parted with the bulk. 
of its stock to Chékiang and Hupeh. The 
result is that grain has risen in price to 
considerably over 4,000 cash a picul, and 
is scarcely procurable at all. The weaving 
industry is no longer known in the province, 
and the people have accumulated no 
reserves to enable them to tide over the 
crisis, The memorialists propose to make 
use of a surplus remaining over from the 
famine relief fund of last year and send 
agents to Anhui, Hunan and the district: 
north of the Yangtze to procure supplies 
of grain which they are to be allowed to 
convey to Kiangsu free of all duty. 














Meetings. 


MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 

At the meeting of the Council held 
the Board Room, No. 23, Kiangse Road, 
Shanghai, on ‘Tuesday, the 31st December, 
1889, at 4 o'clock p.m. 

Present :—Messrs. J. Macgre 
man), M. Adler, D. Brand, J. W. ra 
J. E. Judah, E. H. Lavers, E.’ Wheeley, 
and the Secretar; 

The Minutes of tho last meeting are read, 
contirmed, signed by the Chairman aud 
passed for publication. 

Cash Statement for the past week is sub- 
mitted, and cheques for sundry accounts 
are signed. 

Fire Department, —The following letter 
is read and ordered to be published. 

Shanghai, 24th December, 1889. 
—I am directed to inform you thet the 


following gentlemen were elected to serve 4s 

ict Engineer | 

Settle 

} dtr. P. A. W, Ottomeier, 
District Engineer 

si J. A. Posp, 
annexed proclamation issued 
of the Liang Kiang provinces, ete., et 


officers for 1800 at the annual election held 
Engli lement f 

Franch Coneettion } Mx. C. Blondin, 

RF. Tuonvuns, Esq, ia 
Governor-General of the Liang Kiang pro- 
oeirimenrene frien St 
























this afternoon. 
Chiei Engineer ......Mr. C. J. Ashley, 
Mr. L, Moore, 
District Engineer 
Hongkew 
Iam, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
‘Secretary, Municipal Council. 
Distress in Kiangsw and Chékian 
vinces has been posted in the Settlement :— 
Proclamation issued by Earl Tseng, 
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Kahshing, Huchow(Chékiang Province)border 
on lakes and seas, the time of harvest in these 
places is usually late in the year. Since the 
‘Sth moon of this year there has been constant 
rain, damaging ‘the crops in the low fields, 
but after forty days of continuous rain, even 
the rice and cotton crops in the high’ fields 
were damaged. Some of the districts in 
Anhui, which border on the rivers and 
creeks were also flooded, and their late crops 
were damaged. The eastern and western 
EB. of Chékiang Province were first flooded 
y water from the mountains, and after- 
wards by rain, the places which suffer- 
ed most ‘being ‘Hangchow, Kahshing, and 
Huchow, of the tres on which the 
‘worms are reared were damaged. There 
1 many emigrants in these places, it is 
feared they will make trouble, so His Majesty, 
the Emperor, has ordered contributions to be 
made for their relief, and preserve the peace. 
‘AsI have exhausted the means at my dis- 
, 1 have memorialised the Throne for 
towing official rank on contributors. I 
have therefore ordered offices to be opened in 
Nanking and Shanghai for this purpose. As 
winter has set in, and the sufferings of the 
unfortunate people are pitiable, I hope all 
officials, rich merchants, and philanthropists 
will contribute to their utmost, and they will 
be rewarded both by Heaven and by His 
Majesty the Emperor. I will make a special 
memorial to the Throne regarding those who 
may contribute large uums. I hope those 
who have contributed so lil aly in the past, 
will now again show their liberality.” 
Dated the 25th day, 11th moon, 15th year 
of Kwang Hai. 























Seal of Viceroy Tsing. 
Signed by M. F. A. Frasex, with 
Seal of H.B. M.'s Consulate. 





New Roud at Yang-tze-poo.—Minute by 
the Works Committee is read, recommend- 
ing that the land should be’ acquired for 
making a road from the Yang-tze-puo Road 
to the 3 li boundary stone on the creek, 
which will join the’ proposed road along 
the norther: boundary of Hongkew. 

Decided to agree to this, 

Budget for 1390.—The draft budget is 
submitted and referred to the Finance 
Committee for consideration and report. 


The Mecting then adjourned. 


Cattle in Native Dairies.—The following 
roport is ordered to be published with the 
foregoing minutes 











Term ot ow Al kone AY THE Nocti Dasines, 
Shanghai, sth January, 1890, 
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+ All the animals kept at the abore mentioned dairies 
have beou inspected three times during the just week, 
‘They are all healthy aud in good condition. 
Gronce Casenox, 
‘Assistant Laspector, 


Submitted,—J. H. 


Sold Land Account «. 


| Profit and Loss Account 


j To Loss on Bat Account 


SHANGHAI RACQUET CLUB. 


The annual general meeting of share- 
holders oi the Shanghai Racquet Club was 
held on Tuesday evening at the Shanghai 
Club. The chair was taken by Mr. H. R. 
Hearn. There was a small attendance. 

‘The report was as follows :— 

The Committee have to report that, in 
pursuance of the resolution passed at’ the 
special general meeting held on the 12th of 
September last, directing the sale of the land 
ani buildings of the Club, the property was 
transferred to the purchaser on the 16th of 
December, and that on that day play ceased 
‘The purchase-money (20,000 taels) is held by 
the trustees on behalf of the shareholders. 

In presenting the accounts for the past year 
the Committee propose that they be taken as 
the final accounts of the Club. The only 
outstanding account that cannot be immedi- 
ately liquidated is the one with Henry 8. 
King & Co. of London, and the amount in- 
volved in this is so small that the matter 
need not hinder the disposal of the assets of 
the Club. ‘These consist of :—Tls. 23,016.43 
in the hands of the trustees, Tls. 204.83 in 
the Hongkong and Shanghai Bank, Ts. 119.33 
in the honorary secretary's hands, ‘Tis. 31°.63 
accountsin course of collection, Ts. 23,651.22, 
the only notable liability being Tis. 500.00 
brokerage on the sale of the property= 
‘Tis, 23,151. 

From this available fund the Committee 
recommend that a certain sum be set aside 
for new year cumshaws to the servants, who 
are well deserving, from long connection with 
the Club, and by their uniform good conduct, 
of some ‘special recognition of the services 
that have now been dispensed with. 

It will be for the shareholders to say how 
much this sum sball be, and then to proceed | 
to a resolution empowering the trustees to 
distribute the funds in hand among the share- 
holders, and directing the honorary secretary 
how he shall dispose of any trifling balance 
that ultimately may remain on the settlement 
of H. 8. King & Co.’s account. 

The Club will then practically cease to 














‘exist, but Rule XIV prescribes a certain 


course of procedure for the due winding-up. 
This rule,"however, did not anticipate’ the 
case that how obtains, and it is not applicable 
under the circumstances, for, since the share- 
holders will, on receiving ‘their dividend, 
have surrendered their shares, there will no 
longer be a body of ‘sharebolders” to con- 
vene. It will therefore be for the share- 
holders assembling at the forthcoming meet- 
ing to declare that, from its date, the Chub | 
ceases to exist, and'to appoint a person or 
persons to wind up its financial concern: 
‘The balance sheet was as under 
Liane 
Capital Account (61 Shares at 120 
‘Tacls) « 






















sa 1 

Brokerage on Sale of Land and 
Build gs " 

Henry 8. King & Co., £0. 











ASSETS. 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank 
rustees’ Account see... 23,016.43 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank 
H General Account yee 204.83 
Cash in Hony. Secretary's hand 119.33 





Accounts in course of collection 


Tis. 23,651.22 


310.63 


Prorit axp Loss Accocst. 





+ Balauce carried forward 








Tis. 783.07 
i s. 
By Balance on 3ist December, 1888 ... 633.65 
| 4, Profit on Ball Account ......... 1819 
399 Old Balls Account 0.98 
» + Working, 69.25, 





11.00 


Ts. 733.07 
E.&0.E. 
Shanghai, 3st December, 1889. 
H.R. Hears, 


Difference in exchange’... 





| 
Tis. 23,651.22 | 
‘Tis. 


The Cuammax, in moving the adoption 
of the report and accounts, referred to one 
or two items which would modify the 
balance-sheet presented. ‘The furniture 
had been sold and had realised Tis, 66, 
which would have to be added to the assets, 
and on the other hand there was some lia- 
bility in respect of racquet bats delivered 
before the order could be countermanded. 
‘The committee, too, were of opinion that a 
tolerably liberal cumshaw should be paid 
to the servants, some of whom had been in 
the employ of ‘the club ever since it was 
started, and who were deserving of some 
recognition. Reckoning about $220 for 
the cumshaw and a small account outstand- 
ing, about Tls. 23,060 would be left ; and, 
dividing it toa fine point, this would give 
‘Tis. 378 per share. 

‘Mr. Scorr seconded the motion, and it 
was carried. 

On the motion of theCuarnaan, seconded 
by Mr. Sz. Crorx, it was agreed that the 
sum of $200 be paid to the servants of the 
Club in special recognition of long and good 
services, in such proportions as the con 
wittee for the past year might direct. 

The Cuarrman said the next question 
was whether they would divide the assets 
into lots of Tls. 378 per share, or whether 
they would allot Th, 877 por share and 
hand over the balance (estimated at Tis. 
50) after paying all expenses, to a charitable 
institution, such as the Shavtung Road Hos- 
pital, which has often been used by their 
servants. He moved a resolutivn autho- 
rising the payment, in respect of each share, 
of ‘Tis, 120 in repayment of the paid-up 
value and Tis. 207 as a final dividend, 
making « total of TIs. 377 ; aud providing 
for the surrender of all share certificates. 

Mr. Lamoxp seconded the resolution, 
and it was carried. 

Mr. Coorex proposed the appointment 
of Mr. H. R. Hearn as honorary secretary 
in Tiquidation, to distribute the assets in 
aceurdance with the previous resolution, 

Mr. A. McLeop asked if the trustees 
would be absolutely exonerated from all 
further responsibility in regard to the 
funds. 

Mr. Heaxw replied that the dividend 
warrant contained a clause by which each 
shareholder surrendered his share aud at 
the same time acquitted the trustees of 
farther responsibility. 

The motion was carried, as was one pro- 
viding for the payment to the Shantung 
Road Hospital of any balance remaining 
after payment of all expe 

A resolution empowering the honorary 
secretary in liquidation to appoint any fit 
person ‘to carry out his duties, in the 
case of illness or absence was next proposed 
by Mr. Scorz, and carried, as was a formal 
resolution recording the non-existence of 
the club from that moment ; and the meet- 
| ing then terminated with the usual com- 
pliment to the Chairma 

















“FOOLS AND THEIR FOLLIES.” 

‘There was a large attendance on Tues- 
day evening at the Philharmonic Hall, 
where the Rev. T. R. Stevenson was an- 
nounced to deliver a lecture with the above 
title, under the auspices of the Shanghai 
Literary and Debating Society. ‘The chair 
was taken by the President of the Society, 
Mr, John Macgregor, who in briefly intro- 
ducing the lecturer, observed that the 
evening, in contrast to the previous gather- 
ing of members and friends, was to be 
devoted to the purely literary aspect of 
the Society’s operations. He had no doubt 
they would hear from Mr. Stevenson some- 
thing they would all like to carry away 
with them on the foolishness of wisdom 
and the foolishness which springs alto- 
gether from folly. 

The lecturer, who was well received, 
began by aking the indulgence, of the 
aui 











Hony. Secretary. 
Audited and found correct, 
Jou Coorzn. 


lience for any demerits which as 4 
be noticeable in the deliver; lec- 
ture at a period when 


of a 
might be 
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supposed to have hardly recovered from 
the effects of the festive season, although 
the lecture was on a subject with which 
we are all by experience well acquaint- 
ed. He then proceeded to point out 
how certain days were celebrated for cer- 
tain things. On New Year's Day we made 
good resolutions, only to break them im- 
mediately ; holidays had only one fault, 
that of being too short ; birthdays brought 
presents and congratulations ; but on con 
sulting the almanac would be found another 
remarkable day, 1st April, called All Fools’ 
Day. This day, as was well known, was the 
time for practical joking. Most people had 
recollections of having been, when in their 
youth, sent with notes the contents of which 
were simply, “Please give the bearer a 
good hiding”, or of being told to enquire at 
the bookseller’s for the ‘* History of Adam’s 
Grandfather,” or if that was not published 
an equally valuable work entitled the “*His- 
tory of the Undiscovered Island.” A few 
years ago hundreds of people were made 
‘April fools at the Tower of London by 
some rogue who seut out notices stating 
‘that on "hori Ast there would be no charge 
for admission to the ‘Tower. A large 
crowd gathered, expecting to be let in 
gratis, but they were quietly reminded by 
the soldiers on duty that the date was 
April 1st. Sometimes harm had resulted 
from the observance of this day. On April 
Ist, 1842, when a tremendous flood occurred 
in the town of Derby, many people refused 
to credit the intelligence and take steps 
tosave their property, under the impression 
that they were being made April fools. As 
to the origin of the name for the day, some 
said it was so called in consequence of that 
being the day on which Noah sent out the 
dove from the Ark before tie waters had 
abated, Others. pointed out that in 
1564 New Year's Day in France was 
changed from April Ist to January Ist, 
which gave tise to many absurd mistakes. 
‘There was 4 somewhat similar observance 
among the Romans, and at the present 
day aiuong the Hindoos. Fools were not, 
howover, confined to April ones. Kingsley, 
writing to a friend, said, “On the whole, 
the fool crop seems as good this year as 
Jaat 5” and the Chelsea philosopher, Carlyl 
had written that England contained 27 mi 
lions of people, mostly fools. Was it wrong 
to call people fools? No, not if they were 
fools ; it could not be wrong to speak the 
truth. Christ said to the Pharisees, * Ye 
fools and blind.” It was alleged that Christ 
said, he that calls another # fool shall be 
in dangor of hell fire. These, however, 
were not the words of Christ. but of t! 
translator, who had rendered by “fool” 
the word mori, which was a Jewish expres- 
sion meaning “thou rebel.” It might be 
noticeable how many allusions to fouls 
there were not only in our language but 
in others, The common adages were full 
of such references, ‘* A fool's bolt is soon 
shot”; this was a hit at great talkers. Of 
course there were exceptions to the rule of 
reat talkors being generally feols ; for 
instance, Johnson, Coleridge, Lamb, Ma- 
caulay and others.’ It was related of Cole- 
ridge that he once met a friend in the 
treet, whow he seized by the button of 
hia coat and to whom he commenced to 
ur forth what was in his mind. The 
Fiend, being pressed for tine, out of 
the button and went away. On returning, 
half an hour later, he found Coleridge 
with the button in’ his hand, still talk- 
ing. Macaulay was once laid up with 
quinsy, but was said by a friend to be 
suffering not so much from quinsy as from 
suppressed conversation. “To-day,” added 
the narrator, “he has been allowed to talk 
for three-quarters of an hour and is much 
better.” Another saying was, “A good coat 
may covera fool, but it cannot conceal him.” 
Confucius asked, in the same spirit, “‘ How 
can a man be hidden?” At every turn we 
reveal ourselves ; what is bred in the bone 
will come out in the flesh. This was evinced 
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logising for being late in arriving ata 
meeting, said he had had another engage- 
meut aud could not keep both, not being 
amphibious. Then there was the judge who, 
in passing sentence on a butler who had 
stolen suine of his master's bottles, said, 
“Prisoner, you had many advantages, and 
what is the return you have made? You 
feathered your nest with your master’s 
bottles.” “The clergy were not infallible, 
as was sliewn by the prison chaplain who 
began au address to his congregation, by 
saying “I am delighted to see so many 
here,” and by the preacher who, addressing 
two culprits who were to be hanged next 
day, said he regretted being unable to 
deal with his subject in its entirety 
that day, but that he would finish it next 
Sunday. But in one respect we are all 
e are continually doing what we 

are told not todo. An editor who wanted 
to have a book read by every wife, mother 
and maid in the nation, was advised to write 
fa review of it and say it was not fit for any 
woman to read, whereupon he might rest 
assured that they would all read it. Of 
the truth of the adage that, “Fools and 
children speak the truth” ‘no one could 
doubt, An examination once took place 
at a National School resence of 
vicar and curate ies of the 
‘The question was asked, ‘ What 
isa miracle 2” to which one bright little girl 
replied, “Mother says it will bea miracle 
if the ‘curate don’t marry our teacher.” 
There was ample proof that ‘A fool and 
his money are soor parted” in watching 
the crowds of fools waiting for the result 
of the last race or the last cricket match or 
football match upon which they had betted 
their money, or in seeing a woman-fuol who 
devoted all her time to the adornment of her 
body while leaving her mind naked and bare. 
Te was true that “Old fools are the biggest,” 
but there was nothing finer than the 
sight of @_young and vigorous mind in an 
old body. ‘Prince Bismarck, Lord Tennyson, 
and King Gladstone were examples ; they 
showed no signa of decay. Tt was better to 
be wise and poor than great and fool 
Good Queen Bess in her old age had eighty 
wigs. The Bishop of London once preached 
sermon before her on the love of dress ; 
never preached another. ‘Every {¢ 
is pleased with his own cap and bells, 
With a pretty woman, the cap and bells 
are her luoks ; often with a man, office of 
some kind, however insignificant. The 
Pharisee, whose cap and bells were his 
religion, was another. * As the fool thinks, 
so the ‘bell chinks ;” a golden proverb. 
Shakespeare said, * He who is giddy thinks 
the world turns round ;” Seneca’s wife, who 
was blind, thought the world was in dark- 
ness, A story was told of a lady who had 
not been to church for some time but who, 
having acquired a new dress, attended divine 
service, of course. ‘The choir happened to 
sing the Hallelujah chorus, and the lady, 
taking “Hallelujah” for ‘Hardly knew 
yer” went away thinking the singers very 
ersonal. An address on the subject of 
fools and follies could not be complete 
without a reference to the Buok of Proverbs, 
wherein the words foul, folly, foolishness, 
were used nearly a hundred times. Solo- 
mon was certainly qualified to write about 
fools, because he was a great one himself, 
though wise at first. What else could we 
call a man with 700 wives and 300 concu- 
dines? It would not be out of place to 
take some sayings from the Book of Pro- 
verbs and examine them by the light of 
modern experience. ‘He that uttereth 
slander is a fool”; the slanderer was a 
fool, because he made his reputation such 
that nobody would trust him, “ Answer 























































| a fool according to his fully” was another 
{ good proverb, an illustration of which was 


afforded by ‘the story of a speaker at 
@ meeting during the agitation for the 
abolition of slavery, and who, on being hit 





by a rotten egg, said he had always con- 
tended that the arguments of the other 


by fools in all stations of life. A mayor,|side were unsound. The proverb might 





also be taken to heart by masters who had 
to rebuke their servants. A lady, finding 
a thick layer of dust on her looking-glass, 
wrote on it with her finger the word 
“slut,” and, calling her servant, asked 
what ‘it meant. ‘ Ob,” said the girl, 
“some one’s been writing her own name,” 
Another story illustrating the principle 
of answering a fool according to his folly 
was that of the man who asked a priest 
what was the difference between him snd 
an ass, the answer to which was, he said, 
that the ass bore a cross on his back and 
tho friar a cross in front. ‘The priest then 
asked, ‘What is the difference between you 
and an ass?” “T can't tell,” said the otier. 
“No more can I,” retorted the priest. A 
somewhat conceited young clergyman was 
said to have complained to lady parishioner 
that on one ovcasion ho had felt. while 
reaching that his congregation were quite 
neath him; that they were asses, in 
fact. “Yes,” said the lady, “I noticed 
that, too, you kept on addressing them as 
beloved ‘trethren.” Another proverb, 
illustrating the danger of sending measagos 
by fouls, was afforded by the story of the 
boy who was:instructed to take up shaving 
water in the morning toa bishop who has 
arrived at Colombo, ‘The boy was told to 
soy, wliun the bishop aaked who was there, 
“The boy, my lord ;” instead of which 
in his anxiety to do the thing properly, he 
made the terrible announcement, "The 
Lord, my boy.” ‘Thon there was the exam- 
ple of the clergyman who instructed his 
clerk to announce that there would be no 
service next Sunday ay he was going away 
to officiate for a brother minister, He waa 
horrified, however, to hear the clerk stato. 
8 loud voice that there would be no service 
asthe parson was going fishing with an- 
other clergyman, In conclusion, thore 
was one proverb ‘which must not 'be for- 
otten: “He that trusteth in his own 
eart is a fool.” That we must trust i 
power higher than ourselves was the adi 
of a man who was no fool. Might we be 
‘88 serpents yet harmless as doves, and 
so should we find that wisdom’s ways aro 
pleasantness and all her paths are peace, 
The Rev. 'T. R. Srevexson, subsequently 
acknowledging © hearty vote of thanks 
passed on the motion of the Chairmai 
took the oppurtunity of returning than 
for the cordial reception accorded to him 
in Shanghai during the twelve months of 
his residence. Not only had his congrega- 
tion been most kind to him, but he had 
experienced the greatest kindness and con- 
sideration from all; and he should always 
be happy to do anything he could for the’ 
welfare of the settlement and for the peo- 
ple of the great empire of Chini 





















































Amusements, 





SATURDAY’S PAPER HUNT. 


The intention of the fox of the da 
this season's one, who had the able assist- 
ance of an ancient efficient, Mr. Perrott, 
was to lay a good hunt, but for various 
reasons, some not under the control of the 

entlemen in question, the hunt can scarcely 
Be characterised asa success. ‘The early pare 
of the run, which commenced at 3.30 p.m. 
from near the Two Mile Bridge, was ex- 
ceedingly difficult to follow, owing to the 
scarcity uf paper; later, after pottering 
about for some time within a mile of the 
starting point, there wasapparent evidence 
that active native hands had. been at work 
to make the usually pleasurable task of 
following the sceut as difficult as possible. 
Here your correspondent will take the 
liberty of remarking en passant what must 
come readily to the minds of paper 
hunters in the meantime, specially. For- 
eigners generally contribute with nosparing 
hand to native indigents who become 80 
by Yellow River eccentricities, locusts, 




















floods or other cause. Amongst residente 
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are afew who amuse themselves in a harm- 
less way, and an undoubtedly harmless way 
itis at this time of the year, by riding across 
country, and endeavour to secure an after- 
noon’sormorning’s pastime, but who, instead 
of beingtreated withat any rate passive civil- 
ity, are assailed with the choicest of oppro- 
‘ious celestial epithets and various missiles. 
Obstructions of different kinds dangerous to 
Both man and horse are placed in the way. 
‘This during the run ; in the meantime the 
layers of the hunt, having finished their 
task ao far, still require to exercise their 
ingenuity to prevent a batch of old women, 
boys, and loafers generally stealing the flags 
and making the finish as impracticable as 
thoy are. cule, T would strongly reoom. 
mend that the Hu Puo be asked to 
translate and publish the foregoing re- 
marks and the paper hunt officials to 
forward them to the native authorities 








with the hope that the necessary steps may | 


be taken to prevent a continuance of such 
offensive and causeless obstructiveness. 
Should some such action not be taken, and 


that without delay, our chief winter sport | 


seems likely to be put an end to at no very 
distant date. Evidently the communica- 
tion by the Senior Consul to the Taotai has 
had no effect. whatever. 

‘After the delay indicated, a meagre trail 
Jed in an unsatisfactory way towards Jess- 
field only to be lost again on nearing that 
point ; a gallop for some distance without 
paper ied bya ight weight, and the bridge 
in the corner was crossed. ‘Thefoxes went by 
way of the road to the village beyond Jess- 
field, taking an almost impossible jump near 
it, which was overlooked by the hunt ; then 
for the first time, there being little chance 
of mistaking the route, the pace increased 
until the Sicawei village was reached, and 
we had & short gallop on the road, until past 
the Hermitage, when the paper again took 
to the country on the right towards the 
big grave; about. a mile further along 
the road was again crossed and a quick 
détour made to the Tidal Creek, and about 
half « mile beyond it the finish was reached. 
Mr. Renny was first between the flags on 
Doria, Mr. Moller on Vindicator second, 
followed by Messrs Malherbe, Hart Buck, 
and Ehlers; a true veteran, architect, 
and sport on Builder being seventh. So 
little timo intervening between the New 
Year's Day hunt and this one admitted of 
little hunting up of country, so although 
the line was undoubtedly below the average 
there is an excuse—but after carefully going 
the following day over the route we travers: 
ed on Saturday, it is absolutely impossible 
to beliove that much care was displayed in 
the laying of the paper. It had not been 
removed and mislaid as it sometimes is, and 
one cannot think that natives can find any 
‘use for it in such small pieces. 

A portion of the course intended to be 
































given by the foxes was omitted, as was also, 
Sxeept by: a fow, a jump near the grave: 
yard. ‘There is aruinour that a claim is 


to be preferred under the proposition at 
the last general meeting, by a recent 
winner, to be provided with a coat ; it is to 
be hoped that it isincorrect. Surely there 
are few of our number who wish to be 
clad in the manner named. 





8. V. Cc. 


‘The usual monthly Cup Competition of 
No. 1 Company took place on Saturday. 
‘The light was favourable, but owing to the 
intense cold and strong wind the scores 
made were considerably below the average. 
‘Twelve competitors put in an appearance, 
and the Cup was won for the first time by 
Private A. E. Allen, with a score of 49. 
‘The following are the scores over 40 :-— 


500 yds. 600 yds. TI. 
Priv.Allen, A. E. 234433423 3552425-26 49 
252242421 455044426 47 
2525303-20 4545242-26 46 
we 2492434.21 5249932-00 41 
iward 3232254-21 3332423-20 41 





Lieut, Win, 
Priv, Wor 


Poetry. 





RECOLLECTIONS OF CARLSBAD. 
esntscats 
WRITTEN ON A CHRISTMAS CARD TO 4 LADY 
WHO WAS FOND OF ZWIEBACK, 

I sigh for the land of the erispy Zwieback 

With its juicy Brathuhn and Voslauer 
Goldeck ; 

For an Einmal of Braten, and one of Com- 
pote, 

For a smile from sweet Marie to crown 
the whole lot, 





Dispensing the coffee or Pilsener beer 
With akeen eye to Kreutzen and sometimes 
a leer 
| For a haughty young masher or Frank- 
furter Jew, 
Who to Carlsbad has wandered to see the 
cure through, 


Oh! Anna, dear Anna, my sweet Blumen- 

kohl, 

The heart thou hast broken will never be 
whole, 





For a gleam of thy violet sleepy soft eye 
Must ian on the instant, or leave me to 
die.—H. E. 
Miscellaneous. 





NOTES FROM N. 





ATIVE PAPERS. 


On 6th January appeared an Imperial 
Edict to the followingeffect :—I-k‘o-t'ang-a, 
Military Governor of Hehlungkiang (Amur 
province, Manchuria) having reconimended 
the removal of restrictions against settlers 
from other parts of the Empire clearing 
round for farms in Manchuria, and the 
Sensor Yang Ch‘én having shortly after- 
wards advised the removal of the distressed 
families in Shantung to Manchuria for that 
object, the Emperor has called for reports 
from the Board of Admiralty and the Board 
of Revenue on the subject, and the Imperial 
decision is expressed in the following words 
“The uncultivated mountains and plains in 
the three Manchurian provinces (Shingking, 
Kirin, and Amur) are where the Banner- 
men and the wandering nomad tribes (yr 
muh) pasture their flocks and hunt th 
ame. During the reigns of Kien Lung, Kia 
‘ing, Tao Kwang, and T‘ung Chi, (extend- 
ing from 1736 to 1875) the will of Our 























squatters from other parts should not 
encroach on these pastares and hunting- 
grounds ; and the suggestions made of late 
years by Chinese and foreign officials (chrng- 
teai) for the immigration of ‘agricultural 
settlers have never been approved... . . 
«++ Let Lk‘o-t‘ang-a pay heed to the 
Eaicts of Kwang Sii X and XIII (1884 and 
1887) reserving these lands in perpetuity 





to the carrying out of their injunctions 
with all his might and with all his strength, 
He is directed, however, to prepare maps, 
annotated with explanatory notes, showing 
where, in his opinion, agriculture might be 
advantageously introduced by the Banner- 
‘men themselces. Let him devote his best 
effects to the improvement of the condition 
of these Bannermen, and the increase of 
their population. In no part of his province 
will agricultural immizpation from outside 
be permitted. Any laxity in the carrying 
out of these commands will bring punish- 
ment on L-k‘o-t‘ang-a's head. The Censor’s 
proposal to bring in Shantung men is like- 
wise dismissed from consideration.” [Man- 
churia for the Manchus !].—Shén Pao. 


























Ancestors was repeatedly expressed, that | 


for the Bannermen and nomads, and see | P! 


BUDDHISM AND MODERN 
SCIENCE. 


The following is the conclusion of an 
eloquent address made by Sir Edwin 
| Arnold on Sunday, the 15th ulto., tothe 
| Japanese Educational Society :— 
Why, then, have I told you, gentlemen, 
| or endeavoured to tell you, how an edu- 
leated Englishman of the Victorian Age 
looks round the horizons of the scientific 
| and philosophic departments laid open to 
him, and returns to his own studies glad 
of the present, and confident in the future? 
| Why have £ tried to show to you the West- 
ern sehvlar reflecting upon that newly re- 
| vealed boundlessness of the starry universe; 
| those subtle secrets of the microscope ; the 
“chemist’s brilliant analysis of nature's 
, atomic architecture ; the electrician’s magic, 
utilised everywhere but nowhere as yet 
understood ; the large generalisations’ of 
Darwin ; the settled reign of order and of 
law, seen even among such lowly communi= 
ties'as those of the ants and the bees ; the 
enchanted world of botany, where the 
flowers, for special reasons’ of their own, 
| put in practice a thousand exquisite strata 
gems in order to grow yearly more beauti- 
|ful? Te is partly because these imperfect 
sentences express my own established per- 
suasion of the divine purpose manifest in 
every corner of the world, and partly be- 
| cause this fair and civilised and gentle 
land is already in possession not only of 
the spirit to appreciate the purport of 
| such words, but has furthermore inherited 
special and lofty ideas from the neigh- 
| bouring East to which these things belong, 
and by which they may be vastly illu: 
inated. T have often ‘aie, und 1 shall 
| say again and again, that between Budd- 
hism and modern ’ science there exists 
close intellectual bond. When ‘Tyndall 
tells us of sounds we cannot hear, and 
Norman Lockyer of colours we cannot s 
| when Sir William Thomson and Mr, Syl- 
| vester push mathematical investigation to 
| regions almost beyond the Calculus, and 
| others, still bolder, imagine and try to 
grapple with, though they cannot actually 
grasp, a space of four dimensions, what is 
all this except the Buddhist Maya, » prac- 
ical recognition of the illusions of the 
enses? And when Darwin shows us life 
passing onward and upward though a series 
of constantly improving forms towards 
the Better and the Best, each individual 
in new existence with ‘the records of 
| bygone good and evil stamped deep and 
inffaceably from the old ones, what is 
this again but the Buddhist doctrine of 
Dharma and of Karma? And when the 
Victorian poet and preacher and moralist 
rightly discern and worthily teach, as the 
last and truest wisdom, that Justice, Duty, 
{and Right control events, and that the 
eternal Equity and Compassion of the 
universe overlooks and forgives no wron, 
| and no disobedience, but also neglects an 
forgets no good deed or thought, what is 
this except the teaching of the Buddha? 
Finally, if we gather up all the results of 
modern research and look away from the 
best literature to the largest. discovery in 
hysies and the latest word in biology, what 
is the conelusion—the glad and happy con- 
clusion—forced upon the mind except that 
which renders true Buddhism so glad and 
hopeful? Surely is is that the Descent of 
man from low beginnings implies his 
Ascent to supreme and glorious develop. 
ments ; that **the Conservation of Matter 
and of Energy,” a iact ubsolutely demon- 
| strated, points to the kindred fact of the con- 
| sereation and continuity of all Life, where- 
| 












































of matter is but the apparent vehicle and 
expression ; that death is probably nothing 
but a passage and a promotion ; that the 
destiny of man has been, and must be, and 
will he worked out by himself under eternal 
and benign laws which never vary and 
never interfere ; and that for every living 
creature the path thus lies open, by com: 
plisnce, by effort, by insight, by aspiration, 
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by goodwill, by right action, and by loving 
service to that which Buddhists term 
Nirvana, and we Christians *‘ the peace of 
God that passeth all understanding.” 





Saw Reports. 





H.B.M.’s SUPREME COUR! 


Before Sir Ricuarp Ressre, Chief Justice, 
Shanghai, 8th January, 1890. 

In the matter of the will of Hexny 
McCtrery Buow, deceased. 

Mr. H, 8. Winkixsos was for the peti- 
tioner, Mr. Warsewxrcur for Aunie Blow 
and Alice Blow, (children of the deceased), 
and Mr, Dowbaut for Aun Hardy Blow 
and H, St, Clair Kuox (the sister and 
nephew of deceased). 

‘This was a case in which the executor 
under the will uf Mr, Henry MeCleery 
Blow late of Tientsin, comes to the Court 
to have that instrument interpreted, under 
the circumstances sot out in the petition. 
‘The will was drawn by the late Mr, John 
Bailey, an accountant, and at one time 
lawyer's clerk here. ‘The case is an ins'ance 
of the danger of entrusting to incompetent 
hands the drawing of wills. ‘The petition 
was worded as follows :— 

The humble petition of Er 
‘Tisdull of Shanghai, master marin 
as follows :— 

1. fenry McCleery Blow, late of Tientsin, 
in China, deceased, duly made his last will 
dated the 30th day of June 1887, and appointed 
Robert M  merchaut, of Shanghai, 
Emest Walter Tisdall, the petitioner, and 
Henry St. Clair Knox, of Tieutsin, aforesaid, 
the nophew of the testator to be the executors 
and trustees of his said will. 

2—'The said testator died on the 6th day 

of August 1888 without having revoked or 
altered his said will, 
‘The said will was duly proved by the 
said Ernest Walter Tisdall alone on the 15h 
day of August 1888 in Her Britannic Majesty's 
Court at Tientsin. 

4.—The said Robert Mackenzie and the 
suid Henry St. Clair Knox have renoun 
probate of the said will and have disclai 
the trusts thereof. 

5.—The testator by his suid will after cer- 
tain bequests devised and bequeathed the 
residue of his real and personal estate to the 
said executors and trustees in trust for sale 
and conversion and after the payment of the 
said bequests and the payment (out of such 
part of the personal estate as should consist 
of money) of his funeral and testament: 
expenses and debts to invest 10,000 taels for 
the maintenance und education of his reputed 
daughters Annie and Alive during their minor- 
ity and thereafter the suid sum to be distri- 
buted as in the suid will directed and after 
the declaration of such trusts the said will 
contains directions expressed in the words 
following, that is to say : 

“ And as to all the rest and residue of my 
real and personal estate I direct my trustees 
to pay therefrom to the said Lin Qui the 
mother of my reputed daughters Annie and 
Alice during her life time the sum of one 
inundred and eighty dollars per annum by 
equal monthly instalments of fifteen dollars 
per month and after having made due provi- 
sion for the payment of this sum Z direct my 
trustees and executors to pay to each of my 
said reputed children Annie and Alice upon 
their becoming of age or marriage their heirs 
executors or administrators one clear half share 
of the net proceeds thereof and I further 
direct my trustees and executors to pay the 
remaining clear half net proceeds thereof to 
my sister Aun Hardy Blow and to my nephew 
Henry St. Clair Knox, their heirs, executor, 
administrators or assigns and as they may by 
will or other dispusition direct or appoint.” 

6.—The said reputed child of the testator 
Annie Blow is of the age of 17 years or there- 
abouts and the said reputed child Alice is of 
the age of 13 years or thereabouts, Both the 
said children reside at Shanghai within the 
jurisdiction of this Court. 

7,—The said Ann Hardy Blow resides at 
1, Highfield Terrace, Brookfield Road, Bir- 





























































tningham, in the county of Warwick in Eng- 
land. Robert Mackenzie, of Shanghai, mer- 
chant, is the attorney to act for her in the 
matter of the trusts of the said will, 

8.—The said Henry St. Clair Knox resides 
t Tientsin within the jurisdiction of this 
Court. 

The opinion, advice or direction of this 
Honourable Court is desired upon the follow- 
ing question: 

.—Whether the said Ann Hardy Blow and 
Henry St. Clair Knox are entitled toa half 
share or any other and if any other what 
| share of the residue of the monies arising or 
to arise from the sale and conversion of the 
testator’s real and personal estate after the 
payment of his debts and funeral and testa- 
mentary expenses and the legacies given by 
his Wi 















































Whether if the said Ann Hardy Blow 
and Henry St. Clair Knox are entitled to 
any such share, such share is payable to them 
jointly or if uot how otherwise. 

3.—Whether the petitioner ought to pay 
such share to the said Ann Hardy Blow anc 
Henry St. Clair Knox, and if so when. 

4.—Whether each ‘of the said reputed 
children Annie and Alice is entitled to an 
interest (vested or contingent) in one-half 
share of such residue or only in one-fourth 
share or in any cther and if in any other what 
share of such residue. 

3.—Whether such share is vested or contin- 
gent upon their becoming of age or marriage. 

6 —In what manner the costs of this appli- 
cation should be paid or provided for. 

Mr, Winxrysos said that he appeared for 
Capt. Tisdall, one of the executors and 
trustees under the will of Henry McCleery 
Blow, deceased. The present suit was 
brought under the Trustee Relief Act in 
order to obtain the opinion of the Court 
upon the construction of the will of the 
deceased, probate of which he now handed 
in, The instrument had been drawn by a 
j gentleman, who had been in the habit of 
preparing ‘wills, but who was not a practi- 
tioner of this Court, aud was now deceased. 
‘The trustee and executor was one of three 
trustees and executors appointed by the 
will, the other two, Mr, Robert Mackenzie 
and’ Mr, Henry St. Clair Knox, having re- 
nounced probateand having also disclaimed 
the trusts of the will, and he now put in 
the two formal disclaimers. The trustee 





was practically the guardian of the infant 
children, but with respect to the matters 
before the Court it was his duty to be 
impartial, and as the two parties were both 
well represented here, he propused to leave 
the argument of the questions t them, 

Mr. DowaLt suggested tizat the learned 
counsel for the trustee should state his 
views of the case. 

Mr. Winx1xsox said that he was prepared 
to give any information the Court might 
ask him for, but did not think that he 
ought to offer any argument at the present 
stage. 

Mr, Dowpatt in this case they had will 
containing two bequests which are, on ac- 
count of the words ‘each of” in the prior 
of them, inconsistent with each other. He 
submitted that the Court should look for 
the intention of the testator in the general 
tenour of the instrument, that passages irre- 
coneilable with the general context should 
be rejected ; that in case of absolute impos- 
sibility of letting two inconsistent disposi- 
tions stand, the ulterior should prevail, 
but that if the prior can be controlled by 
the second so that both may stand, this 
should be done. The will could hardly 
be said to have been drafted with much 
precision. ; 

Mr. WatxewnicutT—I consider it rather 
an ambitious fight for the worthy old gen- 
tleman who drew it, and not nearly so bad 
as some efforts of the same sort I have come 
across. 

Mr. Dowpatz—The testator is made to 
say that he sets aside a certain sum for 
the maintenance und execution” of his child- 
ren. Of course if this request were to take. 
effect, there would be no doubt about my 
clients getting their half share of the estate. 
He then cited the cases of Sherrat v. 
Bentley 2 Milne and Keene 149; Brockle- 
































bank v. Johuson 20 Bevan 205, and sub- 
mitted that the Court ought to makes 
decision that the words “ each of” should 
be rejected as having been inserted by 
mistake. 

‘Mr. WarvewxiGer said that there was 
also the question as to whether the infants 
were joint tenants or tenants in comm on, 
but perhaps that question might as well be 
left to be dealt with hereafter if necessary. 
As to Mr. Dowdall’s argument he did 
not think he could usefully contend against 
it. 

‘The Chief Jvstice—You admit that your 
clients can only receive one-fourth from 
the estate? 

Mr, Warnewricut—Yes, 

Mr. Witxixson—I would suggest that 
without solemn argument nothing should 
be decided beating upon the question as to 
whether the legacy to the infants was to 
them as joint tenants or as tenauts in 
‘common. 

‘After some further argument his Loxp- 
sup made an order that Ann Hardy Blow 
and Henry St. Clair Knox are entitled to 
oue half ‘of the residue of the testator's 
estate, and that Annie Blow and Alice Blow 
are entitled to the other half in equal 
shares. The question as to whether in 
joint tenancy or as tenants in common, and 
whether vested or contingent, was to stand 
over by consent, with liberty to either 
party to apply, costs of all parties to be 
paid out of the estate. 








HLB.M’s CIVIL SUMMARY COURT. 


Shanghai, 7th January. 
Before the Assistant Judge. 
ZN YU KWIE v. BURJORIEE. 

Mr. D, Burjorjee, an elderly Parsee, was 
sued by his late compradore, Zun Yu Kwi 
for Tis. 67.25, money lent. It transpired 
that the plaintiff had acted nt 
compradore fur twelve days, and during that 
time had advanced the money in question 
for the payment of rent, The defendant 
admitted his liability, but said. ho. had no 
money. A verdict’ was given for tho 
amount claimed. 


















9th Junuary. 
Before the Assistant Judge. 
ARTUKO VITA t, G. H. SWALES. 

An action was brought against G. H. 
Swales by Arturo Vita, professor of music, 
to recover Tis, 20, balance of the price of 
piano. A suit brought against the 
same defendant by three Chinamen, stylin 
themselves jointly Yak-kee, who had acte 
as his compradores and shroffs, for $75, 
money advanced. The defendant did not 
appear, and in each case a verdict was 
entered for the amount claimed, with costs, 








H.BM.’s POLICE COURT. 


Shanghai, 8th January, 1890. 
Before the Assistant Judge. 
MISTAKEN IDENTITY, 

Harry Christy, a foreign engineer, w: 
charged with assaulting a jinricsha cooli 
on the night of the 6th instant in the 
Nanking ‘The complainant's ver- 
sion of the affair was that as he was 
standing outside the Engineers’ Insti- 
tute on the night in question a foreigner 
came out and asked him for a light. Com- 
plainant handed him his lantern which the 
man walked off with, and when complainant 
ran after him he was struck in the face with 
the lantern, the wooden patt of which cut 
him under the eye. The defendant stated 
that when he came out of the Institute he 
saw the complainant and a Sikh policeman, 
the latter holding a foreigner, whom com- 
plainant accused of assaulting’ him. ‘They 
all went to the station, where the complain- 
ant swore that he (defendant) was the 
man who had assaulted him.—--In answer 
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to his Worship, complainant now admitted 
that he had made a mistake, and the case 
was dismissed. 
9th January. 
Before the Assistant Judge. 
ALLEGED ATTEMPTED FRAUD AT A STORE. 

A half-caste youth named Alexander 
Urquhart, aged 20, was. charged with 
obtaining by false pretences from the Hall 
& Holtz Co-operative Co. guods valued at 
89.75. 

Hector Kirsy said—I am an assistant 
in the employ of the Hall & Holtz Go- 
operative Cv. Whe accused came to the 
premises on the 6th inst. and asked to be 
supplied with half a dozen collars, three 
shiris, one hat and two neckties. Prisoner, 
before asking for goods, had told me that 
he had been to the office aud made arrange- 
ments as to paying his previous account, 
hich ho sail he would’ pay next Sature 
day, Before giving him the goods I 
asked him where he was in business. He 
taid he was with the Osaka Cotton Co., 
and gave me the card produced, bearing the 
words © A. Urquhart, care of Osaka Cotton 
Company, Fouchow Road.” I then asked 
if I should send the goods, to which he 
replied that he would prefer to take them; 
and he took them. I allowed him to have 
the goods on the strength of his statement 
that he was in the employ of the Osaka 
Cotton Company. 

‘Accused, when asked if he had any 
questions to put, said the witness's evidence 
was perfectly correct. 

Inspector Howaxb, in answer to his 
id the goods had all been 








recovered, 

‘An interval here took place in the pro- 
ceedings, pending the arrival of a repre- 
sentative of the Osaka Cutton Company, 
‘but after a short delay his Worship decided 
to adjourn the case for a week. 











US. couRT FOR THE CONSULAR 
DISTRICT OF SHANGHAI. 


Shanghai, 7th January, 1890. 
Before Mr. J. A. Leoxann, U.S. Consul, 

acting judicially. 

LEN YEE v, G. A, WOODS. 
Judgment was given in this action, 

brought by Yuen Lee against G. A. Woods 
to recover $80.38 for repairs to machinery 
executed on board several ateamers. The 
caso was heard on the 24th ult. Judguent 
was given for the plaintiff for $53.29 Mex., 
bud $27.20 gold, cosis, 














HOW PILLS ARE MADE. 


‘Tue Custom of taking medicine in the form 
of pills dates far back in history. The 
object is to enable us to swallow easily in 
condensed form disagreeable and nauseous, 
but very useful, rugs. ‘To what vast 
dimensions pill-taking has grown may be 
imagined when we say that in England 
alone about 2,000,000,000 (two thousand 
million) pills are consumed every year. In 
Gard days pills were made slowly by hand, 
as the demand was comparatively small. 
To-day they aro produced with infinitely 
greater rapidity by machines especially 
contrived for the purpose, and with greater 
aceuracy, too, in the proportions of the 
various ingredients employed. 
‘No form of medication can be better than 
a pill, provided only it is intelligently Bre: 
pared. But right here occurs the difficulty. 
sy as it may seem to make a pill, ora 
million of them, there are really very few 
pills that can be honestly commended for 
Popular use. Most of them either under- 
shoot or overshoot the mark. As every- 
body takes pills of some kind, it may be 
woll to mention what 2 good. safe, “and 
reliable pill should be. Now, when one 
feels dull and sleepy, and has more or less 





in the head, sides, and back, he may 
e sure his bowels are constipated, and his 
er sluggish. To remedy this unhappy 
state of things there is nothing like a youd 
cathartic pill. It will act like a charm by 
stimulating the liver into doing its duty, 
and ridding the digestive organs of the ac- 
cumulated poisonous matter. 

But the good pill does not gripe and 
pain us, neither does it make us sick and 
miserable for a few hours or a whole day. 
It acts on the entire glanduler system at 





the same time, else the after-effects of the | 


pill will be worse than the disease itself. 
‘The griping caused by most pills is the re- 
sult of irritating drugs which they contain, 
Such pills are harmful, and should never 
be used. They sometimes even produce 
hemorrhoids. Without having any par- 
ticular desire to praise one pill above an- 
other, we may, nevertheless, name Mother 
Seigel’s Pills, manufactured by the well- 
known house of A. J. White, Limited, 35, 
Farringdon Road, London, and now sold 
by all chemists and medicine vendors, as 
the only one we know of that actually 
possesses every desirable quality. They re- 
move the pressure upon the brain, correct 
the liver, and cause the bowels to act with 
ease and regularity. They never gripe or 
produce the slightest sickness of the 
tomach, or any other unpleasant feeling or 
symptom. Neither do they induce further 
constipation, as nearly all other pills do. 
Asa further and crowning merit, Mother 
Seigel’s Pills are covered with a tasteless 
and harmless coating, which causes them 
to resemble pearls, thus rendering them as 
pleasant to the palate as they are effective 
in curing . If you have a severe 
cold and are threatened with a fever, with 
pains in the head, back, and limbs, one or 
two doses will break up the cold and prevent 
the fever. A.coated tongue, with a brackish 
taste in the mouth is caused by foul matter 
in the stomach. A dose of Seigel’s Pills 
will effect a speedy cure. Oftentimes par- 
tially decayed food in stowach and bowels 
produces sickness, nausea, «ec. Cleanse 
the bowels with a dose of these pills, and 
good health will follow. 

Unlike many kinds of pills, they do not 
make you feel worse before you are better. 
‘They are, without doubt, the best family 
physic ever discovered. "They remove all 
obstructions to the natural functions in 
either sex without any unpleasant effects. 
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A Most Usrrtt axp Cosvestent Lrrrne 
Cookery Book has just been issued gratis 
by The Liebig Company, shewing the 
hundred and one ways in which their 
Extract of Beef can be used in preparation 
of soups, game, poultry, fish, sauces, 
gravies, vegetables, cold and hot meats, and 
invalid cookery. Therearo 152capital recipes 
contained in ‘this little bouk, embracing a 
wide range of the culinary art, and cooks 
and others interested in preparing the good 
things of the table, or nutritious food for 
the sick room, cannot do better than write 
to the editor of this paper for a copy. 








Miscellaneous Entelligence. 





At the Cathedral on New Year's da} 
Arce Mavpe Santarve to Wittiam Hesny 
Freemas, both of London. 


DEATH. 
At 36, Kiangse Road, Shanghai, on the 6th 
January, 1890, Jous Gonz TurmmeLt, aged 
37 years. 





PASSENGERS. 
Derarte. 

Per str. Calédonien, for Yokohama—Mesers. 
Geo, A. Williams and Carl Schors. 

Per str. Yokohama Maru, for Nagasaki— 
Messrs. Loo and child, W.’ Hagemann and 
T. Waneko, For Kobe—Messrs. C. Mattle, 
R. Downie and J, L. Sanday. For Yokohama 
—Messrs, S. Kirino, W. H. Stone, Benohr 
and R. 8. Schwabe. 

ARRIVED. 

Per str. Calédonien, from Marseilles for 
Shanghai — Mrs. ‘Tchérefkoft and infant, 
Messrs. Nicolle, Murasal and G, Ferrari, 
From, ‘Singapore—Mr. | Von Rucker, | From 
Hongkong—Mrs. Douglas Jones, infant and 
amah, Miss Santos and amah, Dr, Kimball, 
Messrs. Grun, J. R. Brockelnann, S, A. 
Brockelmann, R. H.Gore-Booth, A. Layamma, 
Souza, 

Per str. Tokio Maru, from Yokohama, &c, 
—Mrs. Lord and 2children, Messrs. J, Braud 
street, Michida, Machida, M. Postlethwaite, 
C.F. Reimers, Blondin and P. E. Hermann, 

Per str. Poochi, from Chefoo—Mr. and 
Mrs. Buschendorff and child. 

Per str, Fuhwo, from Hankow—Mr. J. M. 
Cory. 

Yer str. Amoy, from Hongkong — Count 
Bylandt. i _— 

Per str. Yuensang, from Hongkong—Dr. 
Emanuel, and Baron Lew Yung. 

Per str. Haechany, from Wenchow—Mr. 
C._A. Swanstrom, 

Per str. Taio, from Hankow—Messrs, H. 
A. Collings and Wm, Bean, 

Per str. Hacting, from Ningpo—Misses 
Watson, 

Per str. Havshin, from 
‘Mallarde and son, 

Per str. Toonan, from Hongkong—Mr. 
Rolland. 

Per str. 
Bylend 

Per str. Ningpo, from Hongkong—Messrs, 
Burr, Leusen and Bohnen. 

Per str. Haeting, from Ningpo—Rev. aud 
‘Mrs, Mitchell. 

Per str. Chungking, from Chefoo—Mes. 

Mr. Webster. 


Foochow—Mr, 


Wuckang, from Ningpo ~ Mr. 
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Exruaxatioy. 
—b. blue sky ; c. clouds; f fogs th. hail ly 
lightning ; m. misty (bacy); 0. overcast (dull in 
tinder; z. calm, Force from'1 to 17} 




















BIRTHS. 

At the Central Hotel, Shanghai, on the 3rd 
instant, the wife of J: Witsox, ‘New Dock, 
of a daughter. 

At Kobe, on 25th December, 1889, the wife 
of C. H. FEAKOS, of a son. 

At Hankow, on the Ist January, 1890, the 
wife of WW. A. Howett, of a son. 

At No. 6, Hongkong Road, Shanghai, on 
the 7th instant, the wife of James Apams 
Battanp, of a son. 


MARRIAGES. 


On the 4th instant, at H.B.M.’s Consulate- 
General, and afterwards at the residence of 





the Rev. S. Dyer, Faepznice WiuuM 
Rawernorss, to sy (May) Kinuren. 






CHINA HERALD 

C&C. CAZKTTE.—Yer An- 
num, Taels 12; Six Months, Taels 6.50. 
‘Three Months, 3.60—all payable in ad- 
rance. Credit price, Tis. 13.15 per Annum ; 
Subscriptions will be considered as renewed 
unless uctice to the contrary be given before 
the expiry of the current term. 

TERMS FOR ADVERTISING.—Ten Lines _ 
{space Bourgeois) and under, One Tael; each 

ditional line Oue Mace. One-half of these 

charges for repetitions. Contracts may be 
made for 3 months, or longer, payable in 
advance. 














SUBSCRIPTIONS received, and Single Copies 
sold, by Messrs. Sraner & Co., 


30, Cornhill, 
LONDON (2.0.) 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENG 





SHANUHA!, 9th January, 1890, 


Pricns recently quoted 
in sympathy with the higher 
the dealers to hold off for easier 
prevents hollers fvom granting any concessio 
ttle lias taken plac-, te American 





PIECE GOODS.—There is nysin an active Lusiness to repor 
7 ontinue to be paid for cash trat «, but 
We ruling in Manchs rv. Davin 
tors, but the higher co-t of eepla 
or business would have been more extensive than 
quite out of it this week, and the Woo'len and Fancy Quod: 
ssightly Gemer at ou B +0 far, seems to be fairly divided hetween 
xbrence of inquiry fo ‘# that ‘are usually favourites with tbe latter, ‘Lhe Coreas 

however, this eff cts ouly comprrstively few classes of goois here. 
wach the export from N r for the vast year, to Hongl 
yards of Plain Cotto: ‘Hongk: 

n 


goods, the market In 
rters are gradually ad 

















e has slowly bine stendily crept ap, eneourauin 
fof the brome market 






rong attituc 













orthern dealers, but there 
markets appear to be ina 














rable addition to it hy the 
of Yarn to Hongkong a1 
on the average iat 
jiculariy if the high pricvs cout nue at home, as ia generally expected, 
Statisvies —As the Chombier of ot yet heen able to issue the returns ef Stocks on 3let ult, the figures on the fourth 


page are rtill based on the 30th June returns, but we have not put in the estimated led deliveries for the past week as they will have 
to come off tie new atvcks. . 




















Grey Shirtings.—8.1-Ile.—The sett tte clase on 89,000 1 ice 
ne follows :— Blue Cock Al $1.59, Blue Pheasant £1.40, Biue Elephant $1.41, Lretsi Highlander $1,424, Lion and Spear No. 75 £1.47, 
Five Pheenia: $1.49, Lion aut Speer No 100 ¥1.524, BERG Y $1.53, Ned Pheasint F1.55 (cash), Black 2 Cash ¥1.62, Blue Goose 

F165, (cash), Two Flay F1.66, Sin Wo Beaver $167, Blue Auchor ¥1.71, Five Boy $1.72}, Hand aud Bronch $1.80 (seal), Ble 2 

Dragin $1.83, Blue Hoyo No. 1 B.83, Vewhuret Bagle, uulettered, $1.85, aud ditto XX ELSD, bol net and for cash beat 

ualities are in x littls d d, but buyers are still averse to paying up tor them. Aucti J+ higher fur most chops, end 
the market may be called firm generaliy. 
Gelbe, and under, and 7-the.—The lighter weight are not quit 

a fair lot of Dog, d-lbe., have realined £0.88. ‘Tue ou er minke 

50U pieces stermer have heen taken at the public wale prior, TL 1G 


rep ag xold, though the actual total ia probably cousiderably over this—prices 
). Red Ponies $2.01, Blue Droyon (Kor ng-bing) $2.02, Blue 7 Children $2 03, 
NX ¥2 03} and Dewhurst Ligie 6. $2.17), ali 9.12 to Welbe,, aud 

nw market iy tim wd aucsion gowls obtai 

20,00) pieces heing teken at the followin 
1 Qurdsmn C C.C0 $2.65. Au advance o 


comprising a very fair sssortment of makes, ranging 

























a drop of a candareen ; privately 
etter qualities droop. Of the 


















heing :— Britannia $1.9. 

Leestai Boat $2 034/044. Nie-ke Ret Dragon 

Leestai Antiltery nua Wighlwnder B,B.B, v0 Let. 
12Aba., 36-inch. —A quiet 

Mandarin '€2.375, do. sod 


Inst week's rates Naw teen wht 

























2) caudariue over 








© taken place, the mar og firm with 
eel, Blue Cock 1.91 (vaxh), 72-eed, Threr Crown £1.97 and Buco No. 700 
} for anothmr chop, Kater ate gradually atrougtheuing at auction for all 





wy. Sales ar, Saeed, Black Stag F1. 
$2 024, avd fine maken ac ¥25Y fur Gold Bulterjly aud . 


Kindy avd the outlook is eucourngi 








White Irishes are in goo! request at steady rates, A sale of 2,500 pieces Gold Cock ie publishe! at 2.55. 
‘T-Cloths.—As far wi 


an buen done a 
and commas 





he reported ales yo transactions hiave + extexsiv-, bat on 
ng the pant two weeks, particulary of which are withheld. ‘Tho hotter makes of 8-lbs, have mot with more attention 


higher priors than for months past, In sume 10000 pi-ces sre in the book, uawely :—Single Man and Fish 
$1.06}, Galloping Horse £1.20, Red Man and Fuk Fl27, Red Stay No. 2 ¥1.324 and Red Stay €1.37h. 


Drillg.—The market in extremely quiet, tho «nly ales wo hear of being 5,250 pieces Crocodile st $2.65 and a few Beaver at ¥2.70, as 
before, while nothing haw been done in American makes. 





other hand we underatan d a large basinese 













apparently, nothing 








he only trausaction reported in in Buylish goods, namely 4,000 pievos Larye Flag at $2.40 for cash, ‘The standard chops ot 
inally steady, but the northern buyers are holding off, 







h.—The market is quiet but steady, ‘The sale of 100 bales Med Fisk 28/3: 
atch 








reported at F754, 


a to bie dous for oash, ons or two only of the favourite: 
‘as follows :— 


Bow: 
chope of 20; ! 
No, 10:., 33 bales—Gordon $51 and #. Petit (Lion) $514. 
— David’ Mill T3L 
—Sermshed wnt Avg'o Indian B54, Western Lodi 
7 87 Valen. — Baroda 2543, Vholera (Calcutta) $26, Jnbiler ¥: 
Connuuyht $604. 
‘Two fol 200., 10 baler. — 











$55, Gitar ¥55}, Suzerain $55j and David Mill '$57/57.15%- 
Amjud Bagh $583, Kunsura $59, David Mill $60 and 








¥. D. Sussoon's Dragon $72 
Fancy Goods.—Tho market is quiet, the « 





ly business reported being afew indents for special 


in xpot cargo, 3,000 picces 
74 for Dragon Lump, Ia Printa » fa Rimes if 


if Curhmeres at ‘$1.40 in all 









of a slightly firmer tendency for Cumlets, Gentian expecially looking up, there is no particular change in t 

jy at auction. Lowy Bills are tnirly steady and a further 400 pirces Scarlet have sold at 4.95, 
pric hut which war quoted erroneously by us as E475. Lactings firmer at auction, and beyond those 
8 nothing ix reported, Spanish Stripes show « fractiosal improve nt at publ aud a few Scarlet S.cee V have been sold 
privately at £0.374. 




























“Metals and Miscellaneous.—From Mr. Alex, Bielfeld’s report of 10th January :—Since 
Dunine trae continued quiet, and there it, generally speaking, 





to of 


last report, the 3rd instant, 
ign of any ce-action in the Inport trade, 















Leap, —This mark-t is irreguler, sales have be-n made of 50 tons Eathoven at £4.69, and 10) tone LB, at 4,62} cash, but holders 
generaliy are ns her rates, and L.B. cannot be obtained auder £475 tu $435, with | or 2 months’ delivery. Steks are abaut- 
3,000 tons, “tn arrive” about 7¢0 to 1,000 t 

£46 kos thing doing. S:ocks are rome 500 tons. 





Natunov Luo. 
aud 200 tong at 
Bar Lxox.—No change. ° 
Oxb Inox. —Excepting a eale of 100 t 
Srxaits TIN.—Prices have furthe: and bnon-as has been done in  Fok-chok ” 
Japan CorPEn.—2'0 preces Ore have been sold at £13. 
‘Marcars.—A sale of 50 cxsea Phosphor Lion Chop is reported at £13.25. 
Soap.—Nothing doing. 
Winpow Gass is iniely steady at quotations, 
NEEDLES.—Suall contracts of Betweens are reported at pr 
Drs axp Covours.—Coutracts are on record of old ch 
at 20 cands. per bottle, Crystal Green at 17 cands. per bottle, 3 
$24, aud Prussian Blue at $23. 
'BortoNs.—A sale of 70 cases No, 2/4 is reported at 37.50. 
Unpxsii.:s —Quotatious are quite uomiual, aud eales difficult to effect, 





In steadily advancing, Salea are : 





100 tons Belgian at ¥2.424; 200 tous Sohiers at ¥2.574, 50 tons at 2,624, 















at $23, and “Sow-kong” at $26.20. 













ous rates, and Gold-eyed at F110. 
Magenta at 15 cands. per hottie, Blue 
caves Logwoud Extract at ¥12, aud 





£294 cands, per hottie, Boeing 
all lots of Emerald Green ab 
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1 with 78,000 ou 
ig the week. 


-—Malwa (new) $395, (old) $405, Vat 











are the same siuce laxt msi 





Quotsti 





Kerosene Oil.—The 7. F. Gukes 
‘sume 20,000 to 30,000 cases du 


Opium.—Closing quotation 











new) $377, Benares (new) $375. 





EXPORTS. 
's C roular of 9th January :—London telegrams quote Silk.—Quiet. Deliveries of Chinas to 6th 









to good No. 5 Taatle 
the fow parvels of 










. ‘of 300 pi 
at ¥2224 for Fuoyuny, at ¥217} « 220 for M at ¥175 for 


from the Let to the Sth January are about 1,100 bales of White Silke, °80 piculs of Yellow Silks 


1g, Gold Goat, a+ $2689 a 2733 for Mi 
ifs at ¥2I7$ for Wongyi, at T2074 for Wongehow a 





for Kopu 









and 85 piculd of Wild's 
Ma-nexts.—About 80 bales of Filatures 
to the exten: of $00 In 





mon Re-reels have changed hand-, and deliveries under contracts have bren made 






10u150G piculs have been placed at F110 for ordinary Tusesh Raw. 
Waste SILKS. —Market quie littte stock ou «fer. 

Suastuxe Poxaees —No ral 

inelude :—TsatLers. Red Elephant at $4374, Reil Payoua Il at F43 
at 3320. Taysaam 
yang at F220, Fooyung at 222 
ordinary at THO. ‘Re-Rex.en TsatLe,—Good enmmon at F340. 


ae 90. 










‘74, Buffalo IL at $435, Bird ** Chaw-ling” at $8574, 
at $250. Ysuiow SiLk.—Shantung Gold Gont nt %280, 
4, Wongchiow nt $2074, Szechong at £175. ‘Tussan.—law 












1886-97. 1884. 










Settlements for this mail + 1,250 bales. 
48,000, 
6,000, 
54,000 
i, Grand Tr 
43,034 baler 
6,544 





41584 














159899... 








ve 1987-78... 
Export—Waste Silk 











»— Cocoons 





w nent optional, Marseilles or Low 
piculs Old Silk Wadding to London, 
» WwW » to Com 























sly A emall business ie reported, Setrlements 

jon descriptions at $8 to 9 per picul, 1g "0 change in qu tations. Arrivals have nearly ceased, 

8,5C0 half chest» nyainst 12,200 halfecherte nt anme al te last year, 

9 has been done in Country te 

much the same as before for the better cho i Dut com 

about 400 half-ches at pr 
Srocx.— 11,200 























irely of Moyune desoripti 
Pivgeneys have been in 
ped off on native acount, 





Biden have g 
and 1,000 half-chests sl 





SUMMARY OF SETTLEMENTS SINCE LAST MAIT. 











Pin 1,400 half-cheate at $203 @ 213. per picul, 
Mo. +2202 yy TG ad 4 
Teen! 597, abipped 
Fy chow 299 ” Riya 
PXVOWT OF TRA FROM SHANGNAL AND YANGTZE PORTS. 
From the com tof the sonsun to sate 1889-1890. 
1583-90. 1888-89. 
Black. Green. K Black, Qreen, 









45,186,036 6,325,123 , 45.416.823 5,610,704 
17, 86.363 S 68.363, 17.64.4971 
6,385,640 13,383,280 § 3,514 658 12,813,575 


of the week comprinos 1 minm for cash 
ae FUL ant 4/5 0x re £134 wed 
91 for 31 





at $225, Land Lnvestments 
at F150. 





~The rite in the price of silver from 444 « 449 and lo 
peen very amall and only a 
Native interest is 9 cents, equal to about 3} per cen 


ts have forced rates up gl, during the week. ‘The demand 
paper. drafts were allotted at 1/5, Post, and 
per annum. 





Ysha gy VT. 





Daty Quorations, 
Mess 











nos. 
































; Hoi 

| Gredite 4 mje | Deets. ¢ 0 MANY. (Dooty | Kus 

Bank 4 mia, | Credite 4 mje | Docty. ty] Franen § ea 
|Lowent, Highet |towest. Tighe Lowen, Highest [Lowen Hizneet| Lowest. Highert. | 

4b ‘cag | 450 $5 | SBE 45) ] 458 453 5. | oy] e 3054 
44d b4p | 45 45R) SSR 5R | 45h 458 5 | og] 97 3055 
‘ 44h 44h) 45d 45E | 45h 45h] dog GR 3 913 | rh 3054 
Wednesday. Sth...! 44h 44) | 4.52 4.52) 4.58 458 | 453 4.59 5. io | om 3054 
‘Thursday, 9h 4490 442) 458 45h] 45g 457 | 459 SIE 5 | 909] 279 3055 
Friday, 10th ee 5. 1 908 | 23 3054 
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AUCTION SALES. 
tions for the work ending $'h January comprised the followi 







21.890 per. 

13.520 ,, 

2,490 
730 
750 
980 " 

230 Spanish Stripee 637 


PIECE GooDs. 
500 pieces ; Bluck Unicorn £1.52). 





Sheetings, ‘Engi 
Turkey Rede 












Red Chong Yuen XX1 $1 833/844. 
3 Pawkiou $1.39. 


Teer Strnmboat ¥1.16./163. 
194, Man, Horse und Spear 1.35/35, Silver Steumer 1 








por. and 








1,600 pieces ; #lue Benana A ¥1,39/393, Green Banana AI ¥1,534/533, and Red Chong ¥ Yuen XXI 


1.493/494, Red Man and 


Elephant ¥1.: 56), Red "Fisherman ‘F1.604, and ive Drayon $1,714. 
T-Cloths.—7-liv.—1,275 pieors; Man, Horse owt Spear MU No, 2 ¥1,20}, Silver Steambout £1.30}/314 and Silver Dragon 
1,36/363 





ake 


Grey Shirtin 
Astbs. eo 
Blue do. £1.60}, Bine Belt 





Ibe, — 500 pieces ; Red Peacock 0.833. 
Blue 2 Duck 1.53, Black 1 
1.743. Blue Tea 
Red Crab $1,925, 






















lv DDD ¥1.794/80, au Bine 2 Tea Caddy ¥1,90/90}. 
fe Ten Cully DDD ¥2 214/22. 
lly T1554]553 





ly . 
'. 5 Red Tear Cauldy $1.194/20 and Blue do, 1.283. 
‘At Yurn-fong, 


Grey Shirting 





400 piecen ; Lotus 0.86}/863, 
ue Britannia E118, Blue 4-diater ¥1.34/343 
j fmm Man "1 304/814. Howse 21 334/34, Bt 
713, awl Urothera $1.7) 





A Blue 3 Students 41.493/424, 
‘Ai 












8.4 
‘¥1.544, Blue 
10-Mbs 
$2, 29/293 


‘Nine Lioux $2,43/434. 
fouse bull $1.584/383, Blue Donble Lighthon 
-Stuulents E1973. Hed Tico Sister $2.00, Re 


Blue Lion F1.20, Ret Double Shield ¥1 20, and Red 3-Students 1.314. 
1.299/20 aud Painted 3 Studevts $1.604/61. 
‘wo Squirrel $1 873. 


WOOLLENS. 





White and Gold 





64 

il 2,613 pieces 5 

dull ¥1,993/2 004. 
T-Cloths. 











860 pieces; Man Horse and Spear M.T. No, 2 $1.24}, do. No. 1 ¥1.343/342, Silver Steambont 1.46} and Silver 


Caddy XX ¥1.51/513, Blue 3-Duck $1.56, Red Crab XX ¥1.563, 


‘F1.42y, Blue 4-Sister T1.523, Blue 3 Students 
wy $1,953, Red Britannia $1.93, Red 3- Students 1,983, 


iaht $1.64 and doll ¥1.613. 
ouble Lighthouse bright '$2.024 and 























steams} 


Orange Black. | a Mug 


land Yellow, *)® Lav.*| 





Avetions— 





Ma 














The, Te, ‘Tie, ‘Te, ve Te. 


‘Var-ring, 3rd inet. 






8.45/16 8.15/20 52 | 8.29 | 
60 ei) 






| 
Ete = | 
| 
| 
| 


oa 





0.46/46.05; 
72 






Te, 


































0.44.1/4.1) 
2 6 2 
0.35.7/36 | 0.38.6 
is | 6 
0.354/36 | 0.395 
at is 
9.37/39 9.45/46 
Salen, por. 50 30 
Baar, p. pou.) 911 9.01 
Sales, pos...., 20 10 
” A 8.68 
10 


ong Ells, DB y 
any 

Sle Phoew 

Sales, yor, 

8. S'pes, Siple Phen 
Sales, pea. 





0.42.7 | 0.436 | 0.48% 
84 6 2 








Yoxn-Fona, 9th i 







) 10.324/35 | 10.73/20 | 10.65 | 10 423/45 
| 0 


10.37 

} 10 

| 948/474 
80 
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Dery, Dory. 
Tame. The, € Te. m. €. 
085 ' 
1.05 ,, 30/5 | 0.0.7 yer 80 ya, 
120 1 Spreial 
90. Fourey Geo— 
6. 4 1 bo Sth ; 
ie 7 eats 0.1.5 per pos, 
2.2.0 5, : 
11 to [8stho Ko 210 7, 13 
22a Amerionn 32/56 on 0.0.8 por pon 1.4 
1s} 
@, B, Ware Simurisas— 03 
Heya BBN eee Pp. 125 2.4) 
‘Bice, sy de 36. we 138 0 21 0.0.64 per vos, 
Bh 135). 6 0.0.38, 
541 Heat an er ABO. & 0 yg 
72 to B0-reed 180 4. GUL 0.7.0 pe pol 
2.1.0 4, 06 
25.0 3.5) : 
14.0%, e 
19.0 5, BLO 38 0.0.5 
210.0 3. 
150 cl 4 
“TRON 0.0.78 ive ak 
Sh Weaver, nom, ", 23.0 |, Htmoioss & iioat Gus veya 
Sriires, Assorted... 
14 ni 225, nat O42 
vy Veto, 4, 15.0 3 
0.7.5 2 
085), = 
1.0.0 ., z 
” 1 S 
jibe Meztoan Specini cl 1 
Sto 8h. V3.5 1. & 
Wether ki ones ft Fs 
Hoxpxencuneys— t 
ine, 28 to 82 0.3.24 00 ooay [SS 
0.36, 
VSO. 
2.0.0 ., 
18.5 1, i Pe 
220 4, Lastixon, 30:94 3 
225 |, are Lastises, 6.5.0) { 0.0.8 
185), 
“388 2 0220 pee po 
09.5 1, 
1.0.0 2! 





















































































| erations. SDELES. | Quorations. 
©. : 
Javan Corpen—Ore and Tiles. per bien! ri 
4.9.0 50.0 
Tin Pravee—Parson’e and 1.C. Coke.perber | 425 4.60 470 
Decorated ” j 5.50 m7 os 410 420 
Sveer, Bambow yer view! | 385 White, Swaten, N 500 4, 510 
Vor, Fok Choke, 2800 4.70 4) 4.90 
Sowkong 26.2.0 420 4, 43.0 
Srauzen, W. H. ” 670 ; 2.20 4, 2280 
Hard... a | 5.0.0 270 4, 28.0 
wn, Best | R80 RAO 
Tie Leon, Garb rertom | 9706 Commerc vene oo | BBO BOO 
ti No. 3 oo} e rf | 1400 1438.0 
Common brands | 8850 + | 2500 4, 530 
470 4.3.0 
Wwon Wine, 420 . } 380 ,, 420 
‘ 450 yer piewt | 270 0 310 
‘ 45.0 | 800 BRO 
Jwon = Nail 0 So] R80 820 
Dawes! 278 * 175.0. 180.0 
Stuffordehire 260 Winnow Grane 
Seuteh . 275 “i aneortments Belgian No, 324 jertes | 240 ,, 245 
24.0 Matenes— | 
2.5.0 | 11.0.0 ,, 14.0.0 
250 | 127.6 {13.5.0 
230 13.00 2 100 
2.90 | 808 ,, 1350 
| 16.25 ,, 17.7.5 
1.5.25. 
470 ., 480 0.62 2 
46.0 ,, $6.5 32.5.0, 
: 127.0 
Zive Suxatino, No, 4 to 12... 7.75 $50) Shanghai .. 330 
Wants Marat, (Germax Si 49.0.0 ,, 47.00 Chinkians, 2.7.0 
Nrcemy—Cube » 60.0.0 ,, 82.0.0) Hiinxs—Cow .. 13.0.0 
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Statement of Imports und Deliv 
1890, compiled from the 


of Cotton and Woollen Piece Goods for the week ending 8th Jan., 
*Custems Daily Returns,” Nos. 1 to 5, both numbers inclusive. 




















Tnelocrorn: ayn vine Dari ations, 



















Nawnoaks 


2 





4,180; 3:0 25,400 1,690 10,245; 
885, U0 1,855 "125. "5:0, 












1120... 620) 
1,050, “200 3,087 50746) 
105) « 





6i5 15 


| 
| 
| 
| 





i 882,50. 
; 208) 150). 
1,067| 1,839! 2,872 
42) “210°” 30 
10 90! ... 
200 


Lerkey Red Shivt 
Veivete ... 

Velveteena 
Haudkerehivi 







1,520, 632 






















































































‘Vorat. Inrowrs, 
| Against ta jor the | For the year 
‘ie | Atamt | came | ta 
83.715 | 13,450 | 6,284,254 | 5,787,267 
8,400 1,085 666 | 1,621,701 
2,080 | 386,001 456,625 
16,862 | 1,719,609 1,300 | 1,548,214 , 
870 | "346,809 | | “299:608 193,043 
1,845 529,114 636,500 99,559 
180-| 139,587 122/391 27.482 
sosese 990 2 i 9,000 a 
508.034 | 686 267 406,601 
1,268,306 940.363 | 858,260 
163,334 ° 139.842 120.188 
2,080 2 400 
34.055 36,803 
1,343 16 
238,912 249.507 
145,362 73,514 
97 660 61.707 
379,999 318.020 
36.565 29,493 
14,761 | 13,653 | 
288 9U8 | 345,284 515.217 
3 246,731 407,695 181,647 
9 1,613 
203,668 38175 
26.495 7424 
38.571 19.224 
12 186 16,901 
106.418 34.856 . 
14,900 16.015 
74,333 64,410 
458 390 
302,176 492,348, 
1 188 
21, 23,159 
2050 . 
47,188 49,434 
171.004 | 163,171 181,738 



































+ Ineinding English 
* Exclu yer Oriental, Prometheus, Telamon, Bayern, Culédonien and Oanfa, 


Sikh and Fraouaddy. 
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COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT 


Exouaxox On London —Telegray hie Trav 
40, 5. ‘Class Credits to Banke, 4 months’ 
4: Gh g montha' sighes tes O81. 








4 months’ sight, 
tors, 72; Private Hills, 
Peking, 98 touc! 








Baxxs.—Hongkong and Sharyhai Banking Corpor. tio 
have heen plnoed at 193 fur delivery on Blat January. New Orintel Bank Corporation, Lil.-~ Serip h 


to 4/5. 


Gas.— Shanghai Gas shares have been subi at £17! 


placed at F350. 

— Honykongs have been placed wt $400 carl 

al Sie gapores at S154. 
1 





on the 7th vtmant, 
Manine Insuiasce,—Novth-Chinas have 
Fue [ssvuase 
Slat March. 
Waangs,—Sha 
Minixo,—Buri 
MiscectaNzous, — Bu 
F34, Shanghai Horse Buza-r shares at $35, 









hai 
“aw has been done i 


















‘On France—Bank Bi! 

ht 5.7L, | On Germany “Crete and Docu wentary Bel 
903. On Hongkong—Trlegeaphic ‘Te 

0 days’ sight, 713. On B 





Straits Fives have chonged hands at $17, 





wd Bf 


















Sheridans nt $220 and 
94 in reported in Shanghai Waterwua ke sl 
jor Brothers slaren at 50. 














y~ Telegraphic Transfers, Rx. 3053. “Calcutta, Re, 3054. Bull 
$222.00, Silver Bare, ¥111,15. Mexican dollars, $73.05. Copper Cash, 1,350, 








cum div, and $I 


Unions and Yangtzes are 
wx have b 








10rm Jasvary, 1890. 


a 4:43 Bank Bill 
6 monthy? 





demand, 4s, 54, a 4s. 544, Bank Bills, 4 months’ sight? 
ht, 4°. 644. “Private snd Decumentary, 4 months’ sights 
Credits and Documentary Bills, 4 months’ sight, 6.68, 6 








nd Documentary 

arnn—Telegraphio 
n—Gold 

Native Interest, miace 0.9, 


ht, Marks 458. On New York—Credits 
¢ Bilis, 30 dnys’ sich On Yok 








SHARES, 


have changed hands nt 194 to 195 per cent, 1 remium, aud shares 


been soll at £11 aud exchang 4/45 








ex div, ‘The usual balf-yearly dividend of 6 per cent, was paid 








Told wt $884, $59} and $00 cash, au $01 Lo $02 for 


Secnyglera nt 2150, 


wat £34 maul 4/4h, Shonyhai Lund Investment shares vt E44 and 





































































































1 oie Naser Atkrwe: Taser Tee [Cas Quorarions, 
SHARES, da | Value, firnia a At Woking Te Shares 
! | | * jaliiens, Plowing 
Banks, - r | Tacs, 
Hongkong & Shanglai Hav +126 270,307 39:80Juneso eGAug +9) 194 2 pr, | 268.27 
New Oriental Bank Corp,, £10 1 Mato YJuly sy) £11 49.81 
Shipping | 
Shanghai Tug Heat Co. » La... x10 | F100 | 1 Dee. os 10 Oct. 99} 81,50 
Indo-China Steam Nay, Ce, .. £10 flo Vee, 8 12 duly 9) 3400 
oni Shipping Co ccscce ca E1000 | 41,400 Dee. 39 6 July | 40,00 
ippers’ Mutual, N,Co.| £20 | 1 Dee. 88. 8 Dre, $9) | 68.40 
‘ug aud Lighter Co...... T450 ; Lee. 8 8 Feb, $9) 53.28 
Dacks. ‘ ' a 
Khai Dock Co. 3su0 #uU 1296 49/1 Dees Ba | bauly og) 388.00 
Tooting ook Co, ‘Vioo | a toe $119,458 Tol Dee. 8d Coan Tena 
Sbanghal G a 100 | 42,254 96 at Hee 8 : an, 0 
gnie du Ginx ioe 789 9.4) Dee 8 erg" | sauly so) 






24,000 
5.000 
10,000 
8,000, 
1.800 
10,000 
30,000 







Hongkong Five La. 8,000 
+ Ching Kine dn, Coy Linsited | 20,000 
Biraite Fire 2 








what & Whew What Co,.| 2867) 4100 
Wharf Hides 





Wool-Cleaning 100, 50 
Hootung Whar & 2.300 | $100 
Hongkong and Kowloon Wharf 

and Godown Co, Limited,.| 17,000! $50 





























1100 
rho 
$5 
=a 8 

Cargo Boats. | 
‘argo Boat Co, | 1,000 3200 
e Cargo Bont Nooo 4400 

Mincelioneons 
whxi Waterw 6,000 0 
1,200, £20 
5.000: $50 
Hall & Holtz Co £00 $50 
Japan Brewery Gt $100 
New Shanghai Bleei ie Co a0 10 
8h. Land Inver 20,000 

5, Liewellyn & Co | 10 ioe | 
Shanghai Horse B: 1a) seo 550 


Mejor Biorhers, 1 















a0. 


150 
4100 


4100 
s100 





3200 
slo 





$115,000 $113,060.04 















nominal 



























Fden v0 125, 
31 Dee. 98 Get, 89, 16 42 
f 
6.787 SIH Hee. 88 4 Ma eo! 299.10 
Ft 965 | Gar tal 
$54 | Um. 0) 
+g ABH $15.50 | 
| 
“6 Sb Aug SY w. | 228.00 
+ REG BYNew so 34.00 
$45 6 Feb. ou | 90 00 
By [6 Mar oo | 72.97 
45 play. 
43 31Dee 87 
Furtlysn. sits 
binetiysar, 36.75 























2,88 c gauss. 172.60 
Tesh. 78) bees 8S. Oia ee 50.00 
51S) Dee. tS J Aug. $9 renty} | 158, i 

save 7 10.0 | 

BU Dee. 88 | 

Freisso 

Ine. §8 | 

Oct. $9 | 

nat Ye | 
Dinet yen, £5.10 
Firat Sear 1 50.00 











6,00 50 j 












































LOANS, Hoeecad A | Winen Payable, | 
r ae, & Jone. | $105.00 
5 $30,000.00 wes | £105 nom, 
1888 $70.0: 0.00 6S 03 4, 
‘SN. Ce. Debentury £300,000 7% £106(«)| $498.82 
Lyceum Theatre Debentures ........ 'F17,000 00 317,0:000 74% 
Uninese imp, Gover wnt Lonw 1884 B S418.410.04 Sk Buh June, 
Do, do, 1884 € $1,026,520 O> s: | 15th 0 
Do. do. 1886 ES. $767,200.00 70.00 7% | Mar. & Sept. 











or half-year, i Fer quarter y 





+ For year, $A deficit, § Keseve for equalizoticn of dividends, (o) Exclusive of acerued interest, 
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